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Tough  non  co-operation  policy  threatens  to  paralyse  Europe  in  worst  crisis  for  23  years  □ Sceptics  hail  PM’s  strategy  over  beef  ban 

Major  goes  to  war  with  Europe 

‘Breach  of  faith5 
goads  Cabinet 
into  reprisals 


Patrick  Whttour 


JOHN  MAJOR  pro-  fiercely  patriotic  Conservi 
voked  the  biggest  tive  re-election  strategy, 
crisis  in  Anglo-  Privately,  the  sceptics  wei 
European  rela-  forecasting  that  Mr  Mgjc 
tions  since  Britain  would  be  forced  to  take  fa 
joined  the  Euro-  ther  measures  soon, 
pean  Union  in  1978  by  declar-  in  the  Commons.  Tory  MF 
ing  yesterday  a policy  of  non  taunted  Mr  Blair  and  Mr  Asl 
co-operation  with  her  part-  down,  with  one  Euro-sceptii 
ners  in  retaliation  at  their  Sir  Peter  TapselL  rfaimfn 
refusal  to  lift  the  ban  on  Brit-  they  had  shown  themselve 
isb  beef  exports.  incapable  of  speaking  to 

An  angry  John  Major  Britain-  The  chairman  of  th 
accused  unnamed  partners,  backbench  1922  Committee 
known  to  include  the  German  Sir  Marcus  Fox,  said 
Chancellor,  Helmut  Kohl,  of  a “Enough  is  enough.  If  the 
breach  of  faith  and  a wilful  don’t  get  the  message,  th 
disregard  of  Britain’s  inter-  European  Union  is  not  goin 
ests.  to  be  the  same  ever  again.” 

With  immediate  effect,  the  Mr  Major's  drastic  plans  t 
new  policy  — agreed  yester-  paralyse  Europe  follows  Bril 
day  with  the  Foreign  Secre-  ish  ministers’ exasperation  a 
tary,  Malcolm  RifldPd.  and  the  repeated  refusal ' of  El 
the  Chancellor,  Kenneth  countries  to  take  even  limito 
Clarke  — means  Britain  will  steps  to  lift  the  seven-weel 
first  use  its  veto  to  block  the  ban  on  British  beef  products, 
passage  of  all  EU  directives  The  policy  of  attrition 
requiring  unanimity.  agreed  in  outline  by  the  Cabi 

Britain  will  also  adopt  a net  last  week,  was  sanctions 
policy  of  non  co-operation  at  in  detail  with  the  pro-Eure 
meetings  of  the  Inter-Govem-  pean  Mr  Clarke  and  the  dbie 
mental  Conference.  If  no  solu-  whip.  Alistair  Goodlad.  yes 
don  is  found  by  the  start  of  terday  morning.  Mr  Rifkind 
the  next  EU  Heads  of  Govern-  who  had  already  canvassed 
meet  summit  in  Florence  on  Cabinet  Ministers  for  retails 
June  21  and  22,  Mr  Major  tory  options,  gave  his  en 
vowed  to  disrupt  its  proceed-  dorsement  yesterday 
ings  and  refuse  to  sign  any  afternoon, 
communique  at  Florence,  so  Friends  of  Mr  Clarke  in 
turning  it  into  a legal  nullity,  sisted  the  Chancellor  bad  no 
The  policy  takes  Mr  Major  been  forced  into  accepting  thi 
to  the  brink  of  breaking  both  retaliatory  package,  but  was  i 
EU  and  British  law,  but  the  genuine,  if  reluctant,  convert 
strategy  has  been  pitched  to  The  move  provoked  a furiou* 
prevent  Britain  being  ex-  response  in  Paris  and  Bonn 
posed  to  counter  legal  action,  where  ministers  said  thej 
The  Prime  Minister  would  not  be  blackmailed 
rounded  on  his  European  The  commission,  desperate  tc 
partners,  especially  Spain,  defuse  potentially  its  wore 
Germany  and  Austria,  say-  crisis  since  the  De  Gaulk 
Log:  “A  balanced  proposal  on  empty  chair  policy  of  IKS 
the  best  scientific  advice  had  was  immediately  set  on  t 
been  ignored  by  a number  of  round  of  meetings  to  see  i 
member  states,  in  some  cases  agriculture  ministers  conic 
depite  prior  assurances  of  find  a solution, 
support.  I must  tell  the  House  A cautious  Tony  Blaii 
that  I regard  such  action  as  a counselled  that  Mr  Majoi 
wilful  iisreard  of  Britain’s  in-  might  be  making  a serious  po 
te rests  and  in  some  cases  a sition  worse,  adding:  “The 
breach  of  fiaith.”  language  at  the  moment  Is 

There  was  no  scentiflc  case  strong  but  there  is  an  absence 
for  continuing  the  ban,  he  of  particulars  as  to  exacts 
said.  Legal  proceedings  to  lift  what  you  mean.” 
all  the  bans  would  begin  this  Labour  privately  see  the 
week.  “These  legal  steps  are  non  cooperation  statement  as 
not  sufficient  I have  to  tell  a piece  of  patriotic  bluster 
the  House  that  without  pro-  that  affects  only  three  direc 
gress  towards  lifting  the  ban,  tives  and  will  be  lifted  once 
we  carmot  be  expected  to  con-  the  EU  lifts  the  ban  on  heel 
tinue  to  cooperate  normally  derivatives, 
on  other  community  busi-  The  Liberal  Democrat 
ness.  I say  this  with  great  leader,  Paddy  Ashdown, 
reluctance,  but  the  EU  oper-  claimed:  “Most  people  will 
ates  through  goodwill.  If  we  conclude  that  the  Euro-scep 
do  not  benefit  from  goodwill  tic  minority  on  your  back- 
from  partners,  clearly  we  can-  benches  have  now  taken  con 
not  reciprocate.  trol  of  the  Government’s 

“We  cannot  continue  busi-  foreign  policy,  and  that,  this 
ness  as  usual  within  Europe  has  much  more  to  do  with  ap- 
when  we  are  faced  with  this  peasing  them  than  with 
clear  disregard  by  some  of  restoring  confidence  in  the 
our  partners  of  reason,  com-  beef  market" 

monsense  and  Britain's — 

national  in  te  rests.”  MaMb  dlemma,  page 

Delighted  Tory  Euro-scep-  Lwdareomnwmwai 
tics  claimed  that  Mr  Major  Edwina  Curtis  and  Teddy 
had  achieved  a massive  inter-  Taylor,  page  9 

CBI  urges  peace  in  our  time 

‘In  this  pungent  atmosphere  of 
romantic  nationalism  and  churlish 
xenophobia,  I sometimes  wonder  if 
there  are  some  among  us  who  have 
failed  to  notice  that  the  war  with 
Germany  has  ended5 

Sir  Bryan  Nicholson,  President  of  the  CBI,  speaking 


nal  political  victory  against 
the  party’s  pro-European 
wing,  so  casting  the  die  for  a 
fiercely  patriotic  Conserva- 
tive re-election  strategy. 

Privately,  the  sceptics  were 
forecasting  that  Mr  Major 
would  be  forced  to  take  fur- 
ther measures  soon. 

in  the  Commons.  Tory  MPs 
taunted  Mr  Blair  and  Mr  Ash- 
down, with  one  Euro-sceptic, 
Sir  Peter  Tapsell,  claiming 
they  had  shown  themselves 
incapable  of  speaking  for 
Britain.  The  chairman  of  the 
backbench  1922  Committee, 
Sir  Marcus  Fox.  said: 
“Enough  is  enough.  If  they 
don’t  get  the  message,  the 
European  Union  is  not  going 
to  be  the  same  ever  again.” 

Mr  Major's  drastic  plans  to 
paralyse  Europe  follows  Brit- 
ish ministers'  exasperation  at 
the  repeated  refusal ' of  EU 
countries  to  take  even  limited 
steps  to  lift  the  seven-week 
ban  on  British  beef  products. 

The  policy  of  attrition, 
agreed  In  outline  by  the  Cabi- 
net last  week,  was  sanctioned 
in  detail  with  the  pro-Euro- 
pean Mr  Clarke  and  the  chief 
whip.  Alistair  Goodlad.  yes- 
terday morning.'  Mr  Rifkind. 
who  had  already  canvassed 
Cabinet  Ministers  for  retalia- 
tory options,  gave  his  en- 
dorsement yesterday 
afternoon. 

Friends  of  Mr  Clarke  in- 
sisted the  Chancellor  bad  not 
been  forced  into  accepting  the 
retaliatory  package,  but  was  a 
genuine,  if  reluctant,  convert 
The  move  provoked  a furious 
response  in  Paris  and  Bonn, 
where  ministers  said  they 
would  not  be  blackmailed. 
The  commission,  desperate  to 
defuse  potentially  its  worst 
crisis  since  the  De  Gaulle 
empty  chair  policy  of  1965, 
was  immediately  set  on  a 
round  of  meetings  to  see  if 
agriculture  ministers  could 
find  a solution. 

A cautious  Tony  Blair 
counselled  that  Mr  Major 
might  be  making  a serious  po- 
sition worse,  adding:  “The 
language  at  the  moment  is 
strong  but  there  is  an  absence 
of  particulars  as  to  exactly 
what  you  mean.” 

Labour  privately  see  the 
non  co-operation  statement  as 
a piece  of  patriotic  bluster 
that  affects  only  three  direc- 
tives and  will  be  lifted  once 
the  EU  lifts  the  ban  on  beef 
derivatives.  . 

The  Liberal  Democrat 
leader,  Paddy  Ashdown, 
claimed:  “Most  people  will 
conclude  that  the  Euro-scep- 
tic  minority  on  your  back- 
benches have  now  taken  con- 
trol of  the  Government’s 
foreign  policy,  and  that  this 
•Has  much  more  to  do  with  ap- 
peasing them  than  with 
restoring  confidence  in  the 
beef  market” 

Scientific  d gemma,  page  4| 
Leader  comment,  page  8« 
Edwins  Com*  and  Teddy 
Taylor,  page  9 
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In  the  abbatoirs  of  Britain  beef  incineration  continues  as  Major  Calls  oat  with  Europe 

Mr  Hogg’s  blundering  progress 


Blocking  moves 

The  Prime  Minister’s 
threat  would  involve 
Britain  in  blocking . . . 

■ May  23,  Brussels,  Civil 
Protection  Council: 
discussion  of  co-operation 
in  fighting  natural 
disasters. 

■ May  28,  Brussels, 
Internal  Market  Council: 
discussion  on  cross- 
frontier trade  issues. 

■ June  3,  Luxembourg. 
Social  Affairs  and  Finance 
Ministers’  Councils:  social 
chapter  discussions  on 
workers’  rights. 

■ June  4,  Luxembourg, 
Justice  and  Home  Affairs 
Ministers’  Council: 
attempts  to  reach 
agreement  on  EuropoL 

■ June  10.  Luxembourg, 
Fisheries  Ministers' 
Council:  reaching  fishing 
agreements  with  third 
countries. 

■ June  ll.  Luxembourg, 
Culture  Ministers'  Meeting: 
agreements  on  cross- 
frontier cooperation. 

■ June  17,  Luxembourg. 

Transport  talks:  discussion 
of  negotiations  with  US  on 
air  landing  rights. 

■ June  22-23,  Florence,  EU 
leaders'  summit:  discussion 
about  the  inter- 

photograph:  NJGEL  Dickenson  governmental  conference 
reforming  the  ED. 


last  night. 


Story  page  11 


Stephen  Bates  fen  Brussels 

Douglas  Hogg  could 
not  have  got  off  to  a 
worse  start  when  he 
was  sent  to  present  Britain’s 
case  in  the  beef  crisis  to 
Europe.  The  European  Com- 
mission knew  nothing  of  the 
issue  which  would  isolate 
Britain  until  30  minutes  be- 
fore it  broke  on  March  20. 

Mr  Hogg  told  Franz  Fischler, 
the  Austrian  agriculture  com- 
missioner, who  has  largely 
sided  with  the  British  case, 
that  protocol  demanded  the 
Commons  be  told  first.  It  put 
relations  on  to  a bad  footing 
«nd  annoyed  a potential  ally: 
the  Commission  is  the  source 
of  compensation  funding  and 
compromise  dealing.  ; 

Officials  in  Brussels  were 
incredulous  at  the  British  in- 
sensitivity: pointing  out  that 
other  governments  usually 
approach  the  Commission 
privately  with  potential  prob- 
lems and  secure  a rescue 
package  or  crisis  manage- 
ment deal  well  before  any 
word  of  crisis  leaks  out  pub- 
licly. It  is  what  the  Germans 
and  Danes  did  over  swine  fe- 
ver. and  France,  too,  has  gen- 
erally squared  officialdom  in 
Brussels  in  advance.  The  Brit- 
ish government  with  its  in- 
stinctive scepticism  did  not 
try  it 

Within  days,  the  drawbacks 
of  the  Hogg  approach  became 
clear,  as  European  countries 
rapidly  imposed  their  own 
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Douglas  Hogg:  Undiplomatic, 
unconvincing 

bans  on  British  beet  followed 
closely  by  the  rest  of  the 
world. 

The  Commission  found  itself 
dragged  into  endorsing  the 
bans  in  the  absence  of  any  for- 
mal approaches  from  Britain, 
which  even  rejected  a request 
to  send  Its  chief  veterinary  of- 
ficer to  the  first  crisis  meeting 
of  experts  in  Brussels. 

The  Government  headed  off 
an  immediate,  open-ended 
ban  on  all  beef  products  only 
through  smart  footwork  by 
the  two  British  European 
Commissioners,  Sir  Leon 
Britten  and  Neil  Kinnock,  but 
Mr  Hogg  then  immediately 
put  up  a disastrous  perfor- 
mance at  an  emergency  meet- 
ing of  agriculture  ministers 
in  Luxembourg. 

They  were  appalled  at  what 


they  took  to  be  an  arrogant 
and  blustering  approach  by 
the  minister,  who  shouted 
and  put  forward  no  detailed 
plans  for  eradicating  BSE 
from  British  herds.  Britain 
was  isolated  14  to  one  and  Mr 
Hogg  left  Luxembourg  with 
no  promise  of  a date  for  end- 
ing the  ban  and  no  firm  fig- 
ures on  compensation  — the 
two  things  he  had  demanded. 

Fellow  ministers  were  as- 
tounded by  his  performance. 
“Your  minister  — is  he 
thought  much  of  a politician  1 
in  Britain?  He  does  not  seem 
to  be  very  good  at  diplo- 
macy,” said  one  incredulous 
Scandinavian  diplomat 

Despite  Mr  Hogg ‘having 
been  told  he  must  come  up 
with  a detailed  plan  of  action 
by  the  end  of  April,  commis- 
sion officials  said  Britain 
made  only  the  most  desultory 
approaches  to  them  in  the 
four  weeks  between  meetings. 

1 At  the  eod-af-April  meeting 
Mr  Hogg  tried  a different  tac- 
tic: charm.  It  had  an  unnerv- 
ing effect  on  French  diplo- 
mats: "What  nan  this  mean? 
He  has  been  smiling  at  us  for 
the  last  two  days,”  said  one. 

It  did  not  work.  Mr  Hogg 
announced  in  advance  that  he 
would  he  expecting  a date  for 
lifting  the  ban  and  that  pro- 
posals for  a limited  cull  of  uqs 
to  42,000  cattle  from  herds  in 
which  BSE  had  been  detected 
would  be  Implemented  only  if 
that  was  forthcoming.  It  was 
not  and  the  minister  was 

. Tam  to  page  3,  column  1 


Thoughts  of  a 
farms  minister 

Bluster:  “British  beef  can 
be  eaten  with 
confidence.” 

Douglas  Hogg,  March  23 
The  ban  stays:  “Wo  came 
a long  way  in  two  (toys.” 
April  3 

Mass  slaughter?  ”Hie 
government  has  no 
intention  of  adopting  any 
such  measure.” 

April  16 

Watch  out,  Europe: 
"There  was  no  talk  of 
retafiatfon.” 

April  23 

42,000  cattle  to  die,  but 
the  ban  stays:  “We  have 
broken  throu^i  by  a 
combination  of  science, 
logic  and  tough  talking.” 
April  30 

Bluster:  “The  essential 
question  to  ask  is,  ‘Is 
British  beef  safe?1  and  the 
answer  ks  ‘yes*.” 

May  1 

Cdl  doubled,  but  the  ban 
stays:  “Good  progress  has 
been  made  today.” 

May  15 

The  ban  stays:  “ft  was 
very  disappointing  for  the 
British  government,  for 
the  commission,  and  also 
in  relation  to  Europe . . 

May  21 
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Sketch 


Don’t  panic!  Major 
drills  dad’s  army 


Simon  Hoggart 

IT  WAS  the  day  war  broke 
out  The  Prime  Minister's 
voice  crackled  over  the 
microphone.  “No  such  under- 
taking has  been  received,  and 
consequently  this  country  is 
at  war  with  Germany,  and  all 
the  other  lot  too." 

The  moment  he  sat  down 
(ha vine  uttered  slightly  differ- 
ent but  similar  words  to  Nev- 
ille Chamberlain)  we  expected 
sirens  warning  of  the  first  air 
raid,  as  a lone  Messerschmidt 
was  spotted  wheeling  through 
the  summer  skies  above 
Lowestoft  Children  should 
have  been  running  home  from 
school  in  tin  helmets,  gas 
masks  in  cardboard  bores 
swinging  around  their  necks. 

"Put  t' kettle  on,  mother,”  I 
said,  “Well  have  a nice  cup  of 
tea. " We  were  not  to  know,  but 
the  long  phoney  war  had 
begun. 

Like  so  many  of  John  Ma- 
jor's statements  this  one  hov- 
ered between  solemnity  and 
farce.  His  declaration  of  war 
on  the  EU  was  more  effective 
because  of  Mr  Major's  pedan- 
tic. old-fashioned  diction. 

Even  the  happy  baying  of 
his  back-benchers — “yurr 
yurr",  “hyahJ  hyah!"  and 
"hrrrrrruh” — sounded  won- 
derfully elderly,  as  if  uttered 
by  men  who  still  wore  morn- 
ing suits  to  the  Commons. 

"I  have  to  tell  the  House  that 
I regard  such  action  as  wilful 
disregard  of  Britain's  inter- 
ests...  I have  to  tell  the  House 
that  without  progress  towards 
lifting  the  ban,  we  cannot  be 
expected  to  continue  to  co-op- 
erate on  other  Community 
business.”  he  declared. 

The  old  men  growled  be- 
hind him.  Some  of  them  must 
have  been  listening  to  the 
wireless  in  1939.  Did  they  hear 
the  echo  of  "I  have  to  tell  yon 
no  such  undertaking  has  been 
received”? 

He  sat  down  to  the  loudest 
cheer  be  has  heard  for 
months.  Tony  Blair  did  less 
welL  It  wasn’t  his  fault 
Labour  has  predicted  for 


First  night 


years  that  our  slack  approach 
to  BSE  would  bring  disaster. 

But  m these  dark  days  when 
the  nation — or  at  least  the 

Tory  party —Is  uni  ted  in  the 
face  of  the  enemy,  being  right 
is  not  enough-  He  went  on  too 
long  and  was  jeered. 

Mr  Major  switched  from 
March  of  History  mode  back  to 
Mr  Peevish.  The  Labour 
leader  had  not  expressed  a 
single  view  of  how  to  handle 
the  matter,  he  whinged, 
though  this  was  somewhat  un- 
fair, since  there's  a reasonable 
chance  that  Labour  policies 
would  have  avoided  the  im- 
broglio in  the  first  place. 

A few  moments  later  we 
were  gifted  with  a vintage  Ma- 
jor ism,  always  a sign  that  he 
is  more  rattled  than  he  is  let- 
ting on.  Paddy  Ashdown  de- 
clared that  the  BSE  eradica- 
tion scheme  was  descending 
into  “Disorder!  Chaos!  Farce! 
And  fiasco!”  He  spat  outeach 
word  with  relish  and 

contempt. 

Then  he  spoiled  it  by  add- 
ing; “Abbatoirs  across  the 
country  have  been  ringing  me 
up  to  say  that  they  are  with- 
drawing from  the  scheme!” . 

The  image  of  a slaughter- 
house making  a phone  call 
made  the  more  sycophantic 
Tories  collapse  in  giggles. 

By  this  time  the  Prime  Min- 
ister was  feeling  silly  too.  We 
know  the  signs.  He  pauses, 
like  a comedian  poised  to  de- 
liver a killer  punchline.  Then 
he  says  something  quite  batty, 
in  this  case:  “I  will  only  sug- 
gest that  if  abbatoirs  were 
ringing  the  right  honourable 
gentleman,  they  were  solicit- 
ing for  custom!” 

What  on  earth  did  he  mean? 
Who  can  say?  Who  could  possi- 
bly care? 

Peter  Tapsell  (C,  Lindsey  E) 
asked  a question  of  superla- 
tive pomposity,  even  by  his 
high  standards. 

“The  leaders  of  the  two  Op- 
position parties  have  been  in- 
capable of  speakingfor  Brit- 
ain!” he  declared.  It  was 
meant  to  sound  ringing,  but  it 
merely  sounded  daft.  I have  to 
tell  this  newspaper  (the  style 
is  infectious)  that  the  British 
public  is  not  blaming  Messrs 
Ashdown  and  Blair  for  the 
beef  crisis. 

The  all-clear  sounded,  Mr 
Major  sat  down,  and  we 
started  queuing  for  ration 
books,  sun-dried  tomatoes, 
chorizo  sausage,  Roquefort 
and  Chianti — we  shall  not  see 
their  like  for  many  years. 


Classic  case  of 
love  and  guts 


Michael  Billington 

Phaedra’s  Love 

Gate  Theatre,  London 

SARAH  KANE  certainly 
doesn’t  give  up.  Her  first 
play,  Blasted,  was 
reviled  and  revered  for  its 
graphic  violence.  In  Phae- 
dra's Love,  at  the  Gate  in  Net- 
ting Hill,  she  weaves  a varia- 
tion on  classical  myth  and 
works  her  way  through  mas- 
turbation, fellatio,  rape,  cas- 
tration and  dlsembowehnenL 
Viscerally,  her  play  has  un- 
deniable power:  intellectually, 
it's  hard  to  see  wbat  point  it  is 
making.  Nodding  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Euripides  and  Seneca. 
Kane  takes  a caustic  look  at 
illicit  royal  passion.  Her  Hip- 
polytus  is  a heartless,  reclu- 
sive, present-day  prince  who 
keeps  to  his  quarters,  where 
he  moodily  watches  television 
and  plays  with  remote-con- 
trolled toy  cars.  His  step- 
mother, Phaedra,  loves  him  to 
distraction  and  even  offers 
him  a heady  sexual  service. 

Appalled  by  his  coldness 
and  the  feet  that  he  has  also 
slept  with  her  daughter  she 
goes  out  and  hangs  herself. 
Hippolytus  Is  Imprisoned,  ar- 
gues the  toss  about  the  exis- 
tence of  God  with  a priest  and, 
on  Theseus’s  return.  Is  de- 
sex ed  by  an  angry  populace 
brutally  stabbed  by  his  father. 

In  classical  legend,  the 
power  of  the  story  lies  In  two 
things:  the  sense  of  step- 
motherly passion  beating 
against  moral  restraint  and 
the  punishment  of  Hippolytus 
for  spuming  the  power  of 
love.  Put  the  story  in  a modern 
context  and  most  of  that  inter- 
nal conflict  disappears. 

Since  Phaedra's  daughter 
urges  her  mother  to  ha  ve  a 
right  royal  fling  wherever  she 
pleases,  you  hardly  feel  that 


the  court  is  a model  of 
decorum. 

Since  Hippolytus  has 
women  sent  in  on  demand, 
rather  like  Chinese  meals,  he 
is  scarcely  an  exemplar  of 
chastity.  Take  away  the  moral 
framework,  and  you  are  left 
with  a sensational 
melodrama. 

Sarah  Kane's  point  appears 
to  be  that  modem  royalty  Is  a 
debased  myth;  that  it  poses  as 
a national  emblem  while 
being  prey  to  all  kinds  of  tor- 
tured passion.  But  it  is  never 
clear  whether  Kane  is  attack- 
ing royalty  as  such,  or  the  vo- 
racious, voyeuristic  populace. 

When  the  priest  tells  the 
prince  that  “your  sexual  indis- 
cretion is  of  no  interest  to  any- 
one — the  stability  of  the 
country  is",  you  wonder  on 
what  planet  be  has  been  liv- 
ing. And  the  final  image  of  the 
people  savagely  turning  on 
their  dysfunctional  prince  im- 
plies that  they  are  even  more 
corrupted  than  the  monarchy 
itself. 

As  in  Blasted,  Kane's  anger 
is  manifestly  sincere;  but  she 
has  yet  to  find  what  Eliot 
called  an  “objective  correla- 
tive" for  her  ftiry.  Neverthe- 
less, with  the  action  erupting 
in  the  midst  of  the  spectators, 
her  own  production  is  undeni- 
ably involving,  her  dialogue  is 
often  laconically  funny  and 
her  cast  are  admirably 
devoted. 

Cas  Harkins  as  the  hermetic 
Hippolytus,  Philippa  Williams 
as  the  distraught  Phaedra  and 
Andrew  Maud  as  a doctor,  a 
priest  and  Theseus  all  do  ster- 
ling work. 

Kane  is  obviously  a force  to 
reckon  with;  but  I still  long  to 
see  a play  where  she  per- 
suades the  audience  of  her  vi- 
sion rather  than  shocks  it  into 
submission. 

This  review  appeared  in  later 
editions  yesterday 


COLOGNE:  Bus  drivers  strike  against  the  government’s  plan  to  slash  spending  next  year.  Their  union.  OeTV,  plans  nationwide  action  by  tens  of  thousands  of workers  a day 

German  ‘miracle’  begins  to  fade  away 


Trade  unions  are 
determined  to  sink 
planned  spending 
cuts,  Ian  Traynor 
In  Bonn  reports 


GERMANY'S  famed 
post-war  consensus 
threatened  to  un- 
ravel yesterday  as 
union  and  opposition  leaders 
moved  to  marshall  their 
forces  against  Chancellor  Hel- 
mut Kohl’s  austerity  cam- 
paign and  spending  cute. 

The  showdown  over  Dr 
Kohl's  plan  to  slash  spending, 
to  fight  his  way  out  of  a wors- 
ening public  finance  crisis, 
could  sink  the  chancellor's  , 
dream  of  a single  European 
currency. 

More  than  100,000  public 
sector  workers  paralysed  pub- 
lic transport  and  postal  ser- 
vices in  several  cities  yester- 
day, and  even  some 
government  offices  In  Bonn 
were  affected  by  warning 
strikes  against  a planned  two- 
year  pay  freeze.  Government 
and  union  leaders  engaged  in 
an  unusual  war  of  words. 

Dieter  Schulte,  head  of  the 
union  federation,  accused 
Wolfgang  Scbauble.  the  num- 
ber two  in  the  chancellor's 
Christian  Democrats,  of  lying 
about  the  government's  pro- 
gramme, which  he  dubbed  a 
catalogue  of  "monstrosity”. 

Mr  Schulte  and  other  union 
bosses  met  leaders  of  the  op- 
position Social  Democrats 
(SPD)  to  try  and  forge  an  op- 
position pact  against  Dr 
Kohl's  plan  to  freeze  public 
sector  wages,  cut  social  secu- 
rity, unemployment  benefits 
and  sick  pay,  and  freeze  child 
benefits.  The  programme  is 
supposed  to  save  DM70  billion 
(£32  billion)  next  year,  the 
benchmark  year  for  meeting 
the  terms  of  the  proposed 
single  European  currency. 
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DUSSELDORF:  About  3,000 
public  workers  take  to  the 
streets  in  a show  of  support 
for  union  negotiators,  who 
are  due  to  begin  a fourth 
round  of  pay  talks  with 
employers  today.  The  union 
is  demanding  a 4.5  per  cent 
pay  rise 


COLOGNE:  The  sun  shines 
for  commuters  if  not  for  the 
government  Potential 
passengers  in  a suburb  wait 
for  a train  that  has  been 
cancelled  because  of  a 
lightening  stake  called  by 
the  public  service  workers' 
union 


BONN:  A dustman  wearing 
a protective  jacket  with  the 
legend  Token  Strike  joins  a 
demonstration  in  the 
capital  against  the  proposal 
to  Impose  a wage  freeze 


The  SFD  will  be  able  to  de- 
rail the  scheme  through  its 
control  of  the  upper  house  of 
parliament  in  Bonn. 

Dr  Kohl  needs  the  cuts  to 
meet  the  key  single  currency 
criteria  on  "budget  deficit  and 
state-debt  ceilings.  But  while 
the  cuts  programme  is  barely 
out  of  the  starting  blocks,  the 
grim  economic  news  mounts 
almost  by  the  day. 

On  Monday  the  Organisa- 
tion for  Economic  Coopera- 
tion and  Development  in 
Paris  predicted  German  eco- 
nomic growth  this  year  of  a 
mere  0.5  per  cent  compared 
with  a 2.4  per  cent  projection 
six  months  ago.  Yesterday  the 
economics  ministry  in  Bonn 
confirmed  the  economy  has 
been  in  recession  for  the  past 
six  months,  although  it  did 
not  use  the  taboo  R-word. 


Since  Dr  Kohl’s  cuts  pro- 
gramme was  unveiled,  the  fi- 
nance ministry  has  confirmed 
that  tax  revenues  for  this 
year  and  next  are  expected  to 
fall  almost  DM90  billion  short 
of  what  was  budgeted,  mainly 
because  of  soaring  unemploy- 
ment of  almost  4 million. 

Rudolf  Scharping,  the  SPD 
parliamentary  leader,  yester- 
day urged  the  finance  minis- 
ter, Theo  Waigel,  to  draft  a 
new  1996  budget  including  at 
least  DM10  billion  in  fresh 
public  borrowing  — a 17  per 
cent  increase  in  foe  slated  bor- 
rowing requirement  this  year. 
This  flirther  threatens  to  tor- 
pedo Dr  Kohl's  atm  of  cutting 
foe  budget  deficit  to  3 per  cent 
next  year,  the  ceiling  for  qual- 
ifying for  European  monetary 
union. 

With  union  leaders  warn- 


ing of  a “hot  summer”  unless 
the  government  backs  down, 
Mr  Schkuble  accused  Mr 
Schulte  of  “fanning  social 
envy  and  conflict  through  ex- 
aggerated criticism  and  un- 
necessary threats". 

"We  urge  the  employee 
organisations  not  to  revert  to 
the  obsolete  class- war  think- 
ing of  bygone  decades,"  Mr 
Scbauble  declared. 

While  Dr  Kohl  affects  to  be 
unperturbed  by  the  widening 
polarisation,  apparently  con- 
vinced that  the  public  realises 
foe  need  for  radical  reform  of 
Germany's  expensive  welfare 
system,  union  leaders  com- 
plain that  the  spending  cuts 
are  inequitable,  and  that  com- 
pany profits  are  rising  much 
fester  than  pay. 

In  Frankfurt  yesterday, 
German  share  prices  rose  to 


KIEL:  Hundreds  of  public 
service  workers  swelled  the 
more  than  100,000 
nationwide  in  a blow  to 
Chancellor  Kohl's  plans  to 
reduce  the  public  sector 
deficit,  which  threatens  fils 
dream  of  a single  European 
currency 


an  all-time  high,  encouraged 
by  a strengthening  dollar  that 
augurs  well  for  German  ex- 
ports and  profits. 

Hie  government  contends 
that  the  cute  are  the  medicine 
needed  to  reinvigorate 
growth  and  create  jobs.  In 
January  it  trumpeted  the 
package  as  the  way  to  halve 
the  4 million  unemployed 
level  by  the  turn  of  the  cen- 
tury, but  the  cabinet  now 
reckons  only  on  cutting  the 
level  by  800,000.  according  to 
the  news  weekly  Focus. 

Yesterday’s  strikes  came  on' 
the  eve  of  a crucial  fourth 
round  of  public  sector  pay  i 
bargaining.  Manfred 
Kanfoer,  the  interior  minis- 
ter who  will  head  the  employ- 
ers' side  at  today's  talks,  said 
yesterday  that  the  public 
purse  was  empty. 


LEIPZIG:  A new  round  of 
pay  talks  starts  today,  but 
the  city’s  tramworkers  in 
the  old  East  Germany  join 
the  national  strike  in  an 
attempt  to  warn  the 
government  off  its  planned 
austerity  measures 


On  the  slide 


! □ The  German  economy, 
according  to  the  OECD  is 
likely  to  grow  by  only 
0.5  percent  this  year. 

□ Unemployment  - of 
. 4.2  million  (above  10  per 
cent)  is  the  highest  for  60 
years. 

□ In  western  Germany. 
manufacturing  labour  costs 
are  DM44  (£19)  an  hour, 
compared  with  £9.50  in 
Britain. 

□ Public  spending  ac- 
counts for  over  50  per  cent 
of  GDP,  compared  with 
40.5  per  cent  in  the  UK. 
The  tax  shortfall  is  likely  to 
be  DM67  billion  In  1997. 

□ Inflation  is  historically 
low  at  1.5  per  cent. 


Cancer  drag  trials  send  shares 
in  profitless  company  soaring 


US  groups  unite  to  stop  company 
patenting  ‘breast  cancer*  gene 


fan  King 


A SMALL  Oxford-based 
biotechnology  company 
that  has  never  sold  a 
product  — Jet  alone  made  a 
profit  — yesterday  saw  its 
shares  soar  by  almost  £8  each 
to  £38.25  alter  upbeat  news  on 
Its  latest  cancer  drug. 

British  Biotech,  which  was 
valued  at  £152  mill  inn  when  it 
was  floated  on  the  stock  mar- 
ket in  1992,  was  last  night 
worth  over  £1.9  billion  after 
Its  shares  fell  back  to  end 
the  day  up  285p  at  £33.15.  A 
year  ago,  the  shares  were 
worth  just  over  £5  each. 

The  company  ts  valued  al- 
most as  highly  as  Rail  track, 
and  more  highly  than  either 
the  oil  exploration  firm 
Lasmo,  Selfridges'  owner 
Sears,  mining  group  Lonrho, 

or  W.  H.  Smith- 
City  Investors  hurried  to 
buy  the  shares  after  British 
Biotech  said  “positive 
results"  of  marimastat,  Its 


anti-cancer  drug,  had  been 
recorded  In  patients  suffering 
from  four  different  forms  of 
the  disease.  The  company- 
said  the  trials  had  suggested 
that  marimastat  could  slow 
foe  progression  of  ovarian 
and  pancreatic  cancer,  caus- 
ing only  limited  sideeffects. 

Announcing  the  details, 
Peter  Lewis,  British  Biotech's 
research  and  development  di- 
rector, said  that  on  foe  basis 
of  such  "encouraging" 
results,  the  company  was 
planning  a larger  trial 
programme. 

British  Biotech  was  quick, 
however,  to  play  down  sug- 
gestions that  it  has  discov- 
ered a definitive  cure  for  can- 
cer, and  insisted  that  it  did 
not  want  to  build  up  the 
hopes  of  cancer  patients. 

James  Noble,  the  group  fi- 
nance director,  said:  “We  had 
hundreds  of  Inquiries  after 
our  last  results  in  November, 
and  that  will  probably  happen 
again,  which  I am  dreading. 
But  under  the  regulations. 


people  must  take  part  In  our 
trial  to  receive  the  treatment, 
and  it’s  down  to  the  doctors  to 
decide  who  goes  in." 

Marimastat  — which  is 
taken  in  the  form  of  a pill  — 
is  part  of  a family  of  drugs  , 
called  matrix-metaDoprotein- 
ases.  enzymes  which  are  in- 
volved in  destroying  old  or 
damaged  tissues,  arid  which 
are  thought  to  be  able  to  halt 
the  spread  of  tumours  with- 
out actually  killing  them. 

City  analysts  welcomed 
news  of  the  trials  and  espe- 
cially Indications  that  mari- 
mastat had  helped  to  prolong 
the  lives  of  some  patients. 
They  said  that  if.  as  expected, 
marimastat  reached  so-called 
phase  three  trials,  it  would 
have  a 60  to  SO  per  cent 
chance  of  hitting  the  market. 

Julia  Dickson,  of  stock- 
broker Greig  Middleton,  said 
she  expected  British  Biotech 
shares  to  reach  around  £44  if 
marimastat  ever  reached  the 
market 

She  added:  “These  results 


were  very  good,  and  foe  mor- 
tality data  was  particularly 
exciting.  If  this  is  repeated  in 
the  phase  three  trials  we  are 
looking  at  a very  big  drug 
indeed." 

Other  analysts  were  more 
sceptical,  however,  and  com- 
pared foe  valuation  being  put 
on  companies  like  British 
Biotech  with  their  American 
counterparts. 

One  said:  "US  biotech  in- 
vestors are  looking  aghast  at 
what  is  happening  in  Europe. 
There  is  simply  too  much 
money  being  pumped  in,  and 
a correction  will  happen 
soon." 

The  value  given  to  British 
Biotech  by  the  City  has  al- 
ready made  fortunes  for  sev- 
eral of  the  group's  directors. 
Keith  McCullagh,  the  group's 
chief  executive,  who  co- 
founded the  company  10  years 
ago,  is.  sitting  on  a stake 
worth  over  £25  million. 

But  Mr  Noble  insisted: 
"None  of  us  are  thinking  of 
retiring  yet” 


Martin  Walker 
Fn  Washington 

THE  first  legal  and  political 
battle  over  the  ownership 
of  human  genes  got  under 
way  in  the  United  States  yes- 
terday, when  a coalition  of 
women  politicians  and  public 
health  groups  united  to  pre- 
vent the  breast  cancer  gene 
from  falling  into  private 
hands. 

Myriad  Genetics,  foe  bio- 
technology company  which 
last  year  ind  entitled  a gene 
which  seems  to  be  closely 
linked  to  breast  cancer,  is  de- 
termined to  patent  the  gene 
and  exploit  it  commercially. 

All  women  have  the  gene, 
named  BRCAl.  A small  pro- 
portion of  them  have  a mu- 
tated version,  and  of  these 
85  per  cent  develop  breast 
cancers.  . 

Myriad  plans  to  offer 
women  a screening  test,  at  a 
cost  of  $900  (£600)  a time, 
which  will  allow  them  to  dis- 
cover whether  their  version 
is  mutated.  In  the  US  alone, 
where  breast  cancer  kills 
nearly  a thousand  women  a 


week,  foe  market  for  the  kit  is 
expected  to  be  worth  over 
$1  billion  a year. 

Veteran  feminist  leaders  in- 
cluding Gloria  Steinem,  Betty 
Friedan  and  Bella  Abzug  yes- 
terday joined  a coalition  of 
over  250  women’s  and  public 
health  groups  to  protest  that 
human  genes  should  not  be 
patented  for  profit. 

They -called  for  interna- 
tional genetic  privacy  legisla- 
tion and  Tiled  suit  to  require 
the  US  Patent  Office  to  stop 
granting  patents  on  genes. 

“This  is  the  start  of  the  gen- 
etics rights  movement  which 
is  going  to  become  as  impor- 
tant as  human  rights  and 
civil  rights,"  said  Jeremy  Riv- 
kin,  one  of  the  organisers 

The  Patent  Office  said  it 
had  to  abide  by  a US  supreme 
court  decision  of  1980,  that 
General  Electric  could  patent 
a micro-organism  it  had  de- 
veloped to  eat  oil  spills.  That 
was  the  key  legal  principle 
allowing  the  patenting  of  life. 

Myriad  and  other  biotech- 
nology companies  argue  that 
Bertie  research  is  so  costly 
they  must  be  given  the  incen- 
tive of  commercial  profit 


Does  someone  know  your  agenda  for  the  coming  week  better  than  you? 

Do  you  know  who  they  are?  Are  you  being  stalked  on  the  net? 

read  mother  of  god  by  DAVID  AMBROSE 

Then  start  worrying... 
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Unionists’ 

ultimatum 

to  Major 


NEWS  3 


David  Shat-rock 
Ireland  Correspondent 


T 


|HE  Ulster  Unionist 
leader,  David  Trim- 
ble. last  night  warned 
John  Major  that  he 
would  bring  down  the  Gov- 
ernment if  there  was  "any 
backslid  mg"  on  the  need  for 
an  IRA  ceasefire  and  decom- 
missioning at  the  outset  of  the 
June  all-party  talks. 

Mr  Trimble  made  clear  that 
he  expects  the  proposals  con- 
tained m the  Mitchell  report 
on  decommissioning  illegal 
paramilitary  to  be  met  in  fulL 
following  Sinn  Fein's  an- 
nouncement  that  it  will  sign 
up  to  the  report's  six 
principles. 

Firm  commitments  would 
be  required  to  implement  and 
honour  the  Mitchell  sugges- 
tion that  there  should  be  ac- 
tual decommissioning  along- 
side talks.  Unless  this  was  at 
the  top  of  the  June  10  agenda, 
and  until  it  was  successfully 
resolved,  "there  is  no  merit  in 
broadening  the  discussions." 
Mr  Trimble  said. 

"I  would  remind  the  (Brit- 
ish and  Irish)  governments 
and  parties  that  any  progress 
beyond  this  point  requires 
our  agreement  In  the  wake  of 
(Gerry)  Adams's  purported 
acceptance  of  the  Mitchell 
report,  we  are  alert  to  the 
danger  of  further  pressure  on 
John  Mtijor  to  again  dilute 
tiie  Government's  position. 

‘1  want  to  make  it  clear 
that  any  backsliding  by  the 
prime  minister  on  the  twin 
issues  of  the  ceasefire  and  de- 
commissioning would  be 
regarded  as  a fundamental 
breach  of  faith ...  In  such  cir- 
cumstances, I would  have  no 
hesitation  in  recommending 
to  my  parliamentary  col- 
leagues to  oppose  the 
Government’* 

Mr  Trimble  said  that  be 


had  drawn  n line  in  the  soml. 
"Unionists  cannot  and  will 
not  negotiate  with  a gun 
pointed  at  their  heads." 

Mr  Adams,  the  Sinn  Fein 
president,  yesterday  refused 
to  condemn  paramilitary  vio- 
lence and  said  he  did  not 
know  if  the  IRA  would 
nounce  a fresh  ceasefire. 

Speaking  a day  after  an 
nouncing  that  he  was  pre- 
pared to  sign  up  to  thp  six 
"Mitchell  principles"  erf  non 
violence.  Mr  Adams  said 
"Condemnations  and  denim 
ciations  may  sound  good  in 
terms  of  the  sound-bite  or  in 
terms  of  the  politics  of  the  es- 
tablishment.  They  won't 
work." 

Launching  his  party's 
manifesto  for  the  May  30  elec 
tions  to  a forum  which  will 
lead  into  all-party  talks  ]0 
days  later.  Mr  Adams  said 
that  Sinn  Fein  would  turn  up 
at  the  venue  for  the  all-party 
talks  armed  only  with  their 
mandate.  He  did  not  know 
the  IRA  would  call  a m 
ceasefire. 

He  appealed  to  Unionist 
leaders  to  reflect  "at  this  criti- 
cal moment"  that  whenever 
there  were  genuine  efforts  by 
Irish  republicans  to  move  the 
situation  forward,  they  were 
"repudiated  and  rubbished 

The  Irish  prime  minister, 
John  Bruton,  said  it  was 
likely  he  and  Mr  Major  would 
be  at  the  opening  of  next 
month's  all-party  talks  on  the 
future  of  Northern  Ireland. 

• A second  IRA  prisoner  was 
yesterday  transferred  from 
England  to  an  Irish  jail.  Bren- 
dan Dowd,  aged  47,  serving  a 
life  sentence  for  three  counts 
of  attempted  murder,  was 
handed  over  to  the  custody  of 
Irish  prison  officers  at  Stan- 
sled  airport,  to  be  taken  to 
Portia oise  prison.  Last  week 
Patrick  Kelly  was  moved 
from  Northern  Ireland  to  the 
republic. 


400  feared  dead 
in  ferry  tragedy 


Chris  HcOraal  in  Nairobi 


MORE  than  420  people 
are  believed  to  have 
drowned  after  a 
packed  Tanzanian  ferry  cap- 
sized and  sank  on  Lake  Vic- 
toria early  yesterday.  By 
nightfall  only  120  people  had 
been  rescued  and  25  bodies 
recovered. 

The  disaster  happened 
when  the  MV  Bukoba  struck 
a rock  about  20  miles  north- 
west of  the  Tanzanian  port  of 
Mwanza.  at  the  southern  end 
of  Lake  Victoria.  Two  other 
ships  spotted  her  capsize  and 
a number  of  vessels  came  to 
the  rescue.  Including  the  larg- 
est ship  cm  the  lake,  the  MV 
Victoria. 

But  despite  their  efforts,  the 
ferry,  owned  by  Tanzanian 
Railways,  is  reported  to  have 
sunk  so  swiftly  that  there  was 
Little  hope  for  most  of  the  pas- 
sengers, crammed  Inside  cab- 
ins and  the  hold. 

Many  of  the  victims  are 
likely  to  have  been  Tanzanian 
merchants  and  peasant  farm- 
ers. transporting  goods  and 
crops  to  market  although  the 
ferries  are  also  popular  with 
foreign  backpackers. 

Salim.  Nsoma,  principal  sec- 
retary at  the  Tanzanian  min- 
istry of  transport  said  last 
night  that  the  search  would 
continue,  despite  the  poor 
chances  of  finding  survivors. 
Crocodiles  and  hippopota- 
muses are  among  predators 
in  the  lake.  . 

Tanzania's  president  Ben- 
jamin Mkapa,  declared  three 


days  of  national  mourning  for 
the  victims. 

Mr  Nsoma  denied  reports 
that  the  ferry  was  overloaded, 
and  said  it  had  recently 
passed  a seaworthiness  in- 
spection. However,  Tanza- 
nian railway  sources  said  the 
ageing  vessel  had  been  due 
for  retirement  very  soon. 

The  ferry  was  among  many 
which  ply  Lake  Victoria,  usu- 
ally overflowing  with  passen- 
gers travelling  between  Tan- 
zania, Kenya  and  Uganda. 
Traffic  on  Africa’s  largest 
lake  is  largely  unregulated 
since  the  collapse  of  the 
region's  trading  bloc.  20  years 
ago.  and  the  disintegration  of 
the  jointly-run  East  African 
Railways. 

A crowded  boat  capsized  in 
rough  weather  on  April  35,  on 
its  way  to  eastern  Uganda, 
and  at  least  81  people  were 
drowned.  Only  six  survived. 


Hogg’s  blundering  progress 
through  councils  of  Europe 


continued  from  page  1 
forced  to  put  the  best  face  on 
things  by  predicting  an  immi- 
nent lifting  of  the  ban  on  by- 
products such  as  gelatin  and 
tallow. 

The  Government  has  hung 
itself  to  that  limited  prospect 
ever  since  and  has  secured 
the  grudging  support  of  the 
European  Commission  — but 
again  this  week  its  miscalcu- 
lation became  apparent  when 
the  expert  veterinary  commit- 
tee refused  to  endorse  even  a 
partial  lifting  (rf  the  ban. 

Again  the  minister  b hin- 
dered. letting  it  be  known  that 
Britain  would  be  prepared  to 
slaughter  up  to  80,000  cattle. 


having  previously  insisted 
that  42,000  was  the  maximum 
it  could  do.  That  allowed  the 
issue  of  the  cull  to  become 
hopelessly  mixed  with  the  by- 
products ban  and  left  Europe- 
ans asking  whether  Britain 
was  serious  about  eradicating 
the  disease. 

Mr  Hogg  bats  on  implaca- 
bly. “Member  states  should 
now  accept  their  responsibil- 
ities and  agree  to  a rapid  end- 
ing of  the  ban,”  he  told  the 
Commons.  The  trouble  is  that 


after  83  days  of  Hogg  diplo- 
macy. bluster,  politicking  and 
threats,  the  colleagues  in 
Brussels  still  don't  believe 
him. 


Manna  from  heaven . . . Lord  St  John  in  bis  incarnation  as  Arts  Minister  appraising  the  Henry  Moore  altar  in  St  Stephen  Wai  brook.  London,  and,  left,  the  bronze  horses  of  San  Marco 


Former  Minister  discovers 
the  fine  art  of  living  like 
a lord — at  a total  cost  of 
£800,000  to  the  taxpayer 


Dan  Glafster 
Arts  Correspondent 


li 


T IS  one  of  the  most  exclu- 
sive clubs  in  the  country.  Jt 
pays  £280,000  a year  in  rent, 
its  chairman  spends  £29,000  a 
year  on  car  hire,  and  it  pro- 
duces a glossy  annual  bro- 
chure at  a cost  of  £10,800.  Yet, 
despite  appearances,  the 
Royal  Fine  Art  Commission  is 
not  a club  but  “the  ultimate 
authority  for  consultation  on 
matters  of  taste  and  aesthet- 
ics", according  to  its  remit 
Yesterday  that  taste  came 
under  withering  attack  with 
the  publication  of  a Depart- 
ment of  National  Heritage 
report,  commissioned  by  the 
former  Heritage  Secretary. 
Stephen  DorreU,  in  March 
1994.  It  puts  the  overall  cost  of 
the  commission  to  the  tax- 
payer at  £800,000  per  year. 
The  commission  exists  to  ad- 
vise the  Government  on  ar- 
chitectural projects. 


The  report  by  former  civil 
servant  Sir  Geoffrey  Chipper  - 
field,  condemns  the  lavish  style 
of  the  commission's  chairman. 
Lord  St  John  of  Fawsley,  for- 
mer Conservative  Arts  Minis- 
ter Norman  St  John-Stevas. 

When  not  enjoying  the  at- 
tention of  his  two  deputy  sec- 
retaries, three  secretaries,  a 
part-time  public  relations  as- 
sistant and  his  driver,  Lord 
Fawsley,  according  to  Who's 
Who,  is  also  a member  of  sev- 
eral bona  fide  London  clubs, 
including  White's,  the  Gar- 
rick, Pratt’s,  the  Arts  club, 
Grillons  and  The  Other. 

The  report  was  completed 
in  the  Slimmer  of  1994.  but 
has  been  doing  the  round  of 
government  departments  as 
they  attempt  to  coordinate 
their  responses.  It  had  been 
thought  that  the  delay  was  to 
allow  Lord  Fawsley  time  to 
reach  the  end  of  his  second 
five-year  term  before  bowing 
out  gracefully.  But  two  weeks 
ago  be  was  granted  a third 


term  of  office  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  ministers. 

Mr  Chipperfleld  singles  out 
the  commission's  £280,000' ac- 
commodation charges  in  Uis 
report  saying;  "While  these 
are  no  doubt  reasonable  for  a 
building  of  the  size  and  char- 
acter of  7,  St  James's  Square, 
I have  questioned  the  need  for 
accommodation  as  impres- 
sive as  this  house  provides." 

There  are  18  unelected  com- 
missioners, including  Lord 
Fawsley.  They  include  archi- 
tects, planners  and  designers, 
ranging  from  Giles  Worsley. 
editor  of  Prince  Charles's 
favourite  architecture  maga- 
zine, to  property  developer 
Stuart  Upton,  traditionalist 
architect  Quinlan  Terry  and 
the  more  modernist  Ian 
Ritchie. 

The  full  colour  annual 
report  Introduced  by  Lord 
Fawsley  to  replace  a black 
and  white  document  has  been 
described  as  a “taxpayer- 
funded  version  of  Hello!  mag- 


azine". It  includes  photo- 
graphs of  Lord  Fawsley  with 
royalty  and  politicians,  and 
contains  approving  reports 
on  architecture  commis- 
sioned hy  Lord  Fawsley. 

The  Chipperfield  report 
says*.  “The  commission 
should,  as  in  all  things,  con- 
sider whether  the  annual 
report  could  be  produced 
more  economically." 

The  most  recent  contro- 
versy followed  Lord  Faws- 
ley’s  condemnation  of  the  pro- 
posed 500ft  Millennium  ferns 
wheel  on  London's  South 
Bank.  Despite  the  approval  of 
leading  architects,  including 
Sir  Richard  Rogers  and  Sir 
Norman  Foster,  he  dismissed 
the  plan  as  “wholly  unsuit- 
able” and  was  reportedly 
rude  to  the  architects  con- 
cerned at  a meeting. 

This  led  to  an  apology  from 
the  then  secretary  of  the  com- 
mission, Sherban  Cantacu- 
zlno,  who  wrote  to  the  archi- 
tects saying:  ‘1  am  sure  that 
he  enjoys  putting  people 
down,  all  of  us  have  suffered 
from  his  bullying”. 

David  Marks,  (me  of  the  ar- 
chitects behind  the  ferris 
wheel,  said  yesterday:  “It  Is  a 
reflection  of  the  quality  of  its 
membership  and  chairman 
rather  than  the  Institution. 
As  a concept  it  is  quite  a good 
idea." 

Lord  Fawsley  was  unavail- 
able for  comment  yesterday. 
In  a statement,  however,  the 
commission,  established  in 
1924,  welcomed  the  report’s 
"helpful  recommendations". 


Lord  St  John . . . known 
for  his  eclecticism 

Regal  figure  with  an 
uncompromising 
line  of  approach 

ONCE  referred  to  as  “the 
thinking  woman's 
Larry  Grayson,**  Lord  St 
John  of  Fawsley  is  one  of 
the  few  people  who  can  still 
be  relied  on  to  voice  his  un- 
equivocal support  for  both 
the  royal  family  and  the 
Pope,  writes  Gary  Younge. 

The  son  of  a Greek  engi- 
neer and  an  arty  Irish 
mother.  Lord  St  John,  aged 
67,  was  minister  of  state  for 
the  arts  In  Edward  Heath's 
government  and  arts  minis- 


ter in  Margaret  Thatcher's 
first  government  from  1979 
to  1981.  He  took  senior 
shadow  roles  during  the 
years  in  between. 

The  MP  for  Chelmsford 
from  1964  to  1987,  he  has 
since  being  made  a life  peer 
concentrated  his  efforts  on 
the  arts. 

With  his  regal  tastes  and 
Edwardian  style  — he  car- 
ries a walking  stick  and  has 
been  known  to  wear  purple 
slippers  embroidered  with 
his  family  crest  — Lord  St 
John  has  proved  to  be  a 
Catholic  Intellectual  with 
distinctly  eclectic  tastes  in 
both  art  and  politics. 

In  the  House  he  opposed 
abortion  rights  and  hang- 
ing, while  supporting  birth 
control  and  the  preserva- 
tion of  hereditary  peers.  He 
testified  for  the  defence  in 
the  Lady  Chatterley  trial  in 
1960.  When  it  comes  to  ar- 
chitecture be  is  close  to  the 
traditional  values  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales,  but  his 
favourite  painting  is  the  ab- 
stract expressionism  of 
Jackson  Pollock's  Number 
12. 

The  unpredictable  nature 
of  his  tastes  appear  to  be 
rivalled  only  by  the  aggres- 
sive manner  in  which  he 
fights  his  corner.  When  ar- 
guing against  the  proposal 
to  put  a ferris  wheel  on  the 
South  Bank,  one  architect 
said,  “he  sat  on  the  table, 
centre-stage,  and  conducted 
the  meeting  with  no  refer- 
ence to  anybody  else". 


Megabuck  pay 
and  it’s  all  legal 


Sarah  Ryie 


HE  closest  most  British 
lawyers  have  come  to 
stratospheric  salaries  is 
the  million-doUar  legal  world 
of  television's  LA  Law,  but 
yesterday  an  American  firm 
brought  the  reality  of  US-style 
pay  packets  to  the  UK  by 
placing  an  advertisement  of- 
fering up  to  £700,000  for  three 
top  City  solicitors. 

Recruitment  consultant  Joe 
Macrae,  acting  for  the  New 
York  partnership,  said:  “New 
York  firms  offer  higher,  and 
in  some  cases  significantly 
higher,  wages  in  London  than 
their  British  counterparts. 
This  has  started  to  have  an 
effect  as  lawyers  at  the  senior 
partner  and  assistant  level 
realise  this.” 

He  said  £450.000  was  the 
highest  previously  advertised 
salary  for  a lawyer. 

The  latest  advert  was  for 
three  corporate  finance  solici- 
tors “comfortable  with  merg- 
ers, acquisitions  and  recon- 
structions” to  join 
Chadbonme  & Parke  at  be- 
tween £200,000  and  £700,000. 
depending  on  track  record. 

At  £700,000  a year,  home- 
grown lawyers  would  join  the 
ranks  of  the  superstar  soccer 
players  tike  Stan  Collymore, 
who  at  £16.000-a-week  is  the 
country's  highest  paid 
footballer. 

Stephen  Rodney,  director  erf 
recruitment  company  Quarry 
Dougail,  said  that  leading 
American  law  firms  have 
been  offering  top  salaries  for 
two  years. 

He  said:  ‘It  is  not  & case  of 
upping  the  ante  for  the  very 
top  Jobs,  although  there  is  ga- 
zumping for  assistant  part- 
ners which  the  American 
firms  are  involved  in.” 

He  defended  the  size  of  the 


salaries  and  said  the  parallels 
with  foot  bailers  were  more  to 
do  with  the  high  quality  per- 
formance demanded  than 
with  the  size  of  the  fees. 

“If  you  pay  £7  million  for 
Andy  Cole  and  he  doesn't 
score  goals  then  you  would 
expect  him  to  be  axed.  Law- 
yers are  expected  to  produce 
the  goods  as  well  You  don't 
just  pay  somebody  that  kind 
of  money  to  come  in  and 
sweep  the  floor.” 

Laurence  Simons,  head  of 
an  international  legal  recruit- 
ment firm,  said;  “At  the  top 
end  of  the  market  in  the  main 
cities  like  Washington  and 
LA  it  is  not  uncommon  for 
salaries  to  be  about  gl  million 
which  is  about  £700,000.” 

He  said  salaries  of  £500,000 
were  a very  rare  achievement 
for  British  solicitors.  A part- 
ner with  a top  City  law  com- 
pany would  be  more  likely  to 
make  about  £200,000  a year. 

But  at  dining  tables  In 
Washington,  top  lawyers  have 
been  shaking  their  heads 
sympathetically  at  the  rela- 
tive poverty  of  their  British 
counterparts  for  some  time. 

A former  Rhodes  Scholar 
who  studied  at  Oxford  Uni- 
versity said:  “Our  British 
friends  really  do  not  earn 
anything  tike  the  amounts  we 
do.” 

The  pay  at  Cbadboume  & 
Parke  may  be  American,  but 
the  income  tax  will  be  Brit- 
ish. A Coopers  & Ly  brand  tax 
specialist  estimated  a total  of 
£250,000  on  the  £700,000  pay 
packet  and  £80,000  on  the 
£200,000  offer. 

There  is  another  price  to 
pay.  Mr  Simons  said:  “They 
work  harder  in  the  States. 
Over  there  they  want  100  per 
cent  of  your  body  and  soul. 
Here  they  just  want  100  per 
cent  of  your  body  and  90  per 
cent  of  your  souL” 


Having  made  a fortune  from  his  “downsizing”  message, 
Stephen  Roach  can  now  expect  to  earn  it  ail  ewer  again 
by  telling  companies  how  to  cope  with  the  malign 
consequences  of  heeding  his  earlier  advice.  “But  Steve, 
we  fired  all  our  workers,  just  like  you  told  us,  and  now  we 
have  an  empty  factory.  What  can  we  do?”  “Uh,  rehire  them.” 
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wise: 

he  who  banks  with  First  Direct 


banks  for  less 


no  transaction  charges 


First  Direct  Is  a shrewd  way  to  bank.  No  everyday  transaction 
charges  - even  when  you’re  overdrawn.  An  overdraft  facility  of 
up  to  £250  - free  of  any  fees.  All  of  which  means  we’re  far 
less  expensive  than  other  banks: 

Annual  current  account  charges 

NatWSst  Current  Plus  £1 1 5.20 

Lloyds  Classic  £103.15 

Barclays  Bank  Account  £67.29 

First  Direct  Cheque  Account  £5.42 

Comparison  assumes  account  overdrawn  £250  for  5 days  each  month 


We  are  open  24  hours' a day,  365  days  a year  - so  you  can 
bank  any  time,  from  anywhere  there's  a telephone.  All  your 
banking  needs  are  dealt  with  by  friendly,  efficient  people  and 
calls  are  charged  at  local  rates  - wherever  you  call  from.  With 
the  First  Direct  Card  you  get  cash  withdrawals  of  up  to 
£500  a day  from  over  7,000  cash  machines  in  the  UK 
including  Midland  Banty,  cheques  guaranteed  for  £100:  plus 
automated  bill  payment,  foreign  currency  home  delivery, 
insurance,  loans... in  short,  the  complete  financial  service. 
85%*  of  our  customers  have  recommended  us  to  their  friends 
and  colleagues  In  the  last  12  months  - open  a cheque 
account  and  you'll  find  out  why. 


HOW!  call  the  bank  that  never  sleeps  - any  time 


@ 0800  24  24  24 


Mr/Mre/Mfcre/Ms  or  nils 


Surname 


Forananws) 


Address 


Postcode 


Telephone  (tne.  *d) 


please  complete  and  peat  coupon  to; 
First  Direct,  Freepost  HK  1£,  Leeds,  LS93  2RS. 


4 BRITAIN 


The  Guardian  Wednesday  May  22-1996 


' ;nr 


• - V 

..  V • Jj  I 


bill  revolt 


and  Patrick.  Wbftour 


Boy  tells 
how  stone 
slab  killed 


pensioner 


mnm 


;3k-  x:  ■■:•  ••*•  tT, 

| g | ^ | 


Child,  11,  denies  manslaughter  at  block 
of  flats,  reports  Martin  Wamwright 


WO  risfog.  rightwfog 
I starsaf  thaTory  back 
I benches  were  forced  to 
■ I resign  as  -parliamen- 
tary private  secretaries  last 
night  after  they  voted  against 
the  central  plank  of  the  Gov- 
ernment’s Broadcasting  BiQ 
limiting  . cross-media 
ownership. 

John  Whittin^iaie,  MP  for 
Celebes  terSouth  and  MaMon. 
once  political  adviser  to  Mar- 
garet Thatcher  and  now.  an 
aide  to.  the  education  minister 
Brie  Forth,  and  Peter  Atkin- 
son, MP  for  Hexham  and  PPS 
. to  two  Foreign  Office  minis- 
ters jnrfnrifng  Jeremy  Han- 
ley, defied  government  whips 
with  an  amendment  .- 
They  tabled  and  then 
hacked  'the  'amendment 
which,  would  have  allowed, 
newspaper  groups  such  as 
News  International  and  the 
Mirror  Group  to  buy  stakes  in 
terrestrial  television  comp- 
anies. The  two  -men  immedi- 
ately resigned  when  their 
amendment  was  defeated  by 
just  one  vote  — 14  to  13. 

Last  night  Mr  Whittingdate 
said:  ‘T  am  very  sorry  to  leave 
the  Government” 

Mr  Atkinson  said  his  resig- 
nation was  a “a  formality”, . 
and  that  he  had  no  regrets.  ”1  j 
believe  in  liberalisation  and 


free  trade.  I am  fundamen- 
tally opposed  to  shutting,  the 
Mirra  cwt  of  foe  market. 

Both  ram  held  intensive 
discussions  with  heritage, 
ministers  before  yesterday's 
vote  to  try' to  persuade  the 
Government  to  accept  a 

relaxation.  ■ • 

The  amendment  would 
have  cut  through'  the  Broad- 
casting Bill  by  allowing  news- 
paper groups  to  buy  stakes  in 
terrestrial  TV  companies 
regardless  of  their  share  of 
the  newspaper  market;  so 
long  as  it  was  decreed  to  be  in 
the  public  interest  Virginia 
Bottomley,  the  Heritage  Sec- 
retary, inheriting  a policy . 
from  Stephen  Darrell,  had  in- 
sisted no  newspaper  group 
with  more  than  a 20  per  cent 
share  in  the  newspaper  mar- 
ket should  be  allowed  a stake 
hi  commercial  TV. 

The  threshold  blocks  both 
Rupert  Murdoch’s  News  In- 
ternational. and  the  Mirror 
from  seeking  a stake  in  Chan- 
nel 3 and  5 TV  franchises. 

The  Labour  heritage  team, 
led  by  Geoff  Hoorn  and  Lewis 
Moonie,  claimed  the  20  per 
cent  share  bad  been  an  arbi- 
trary choice  and  could  only 
be  seen  as  an  attempt  to  pre- 
vent the  Labour-leaning  Mir- 
ror Group  building  a sizeable 
TV  empire  to  match  that  of 
Associated  Newspapers  and 
News  International’s  satellite 
TV  interests. 


Nike  scores  Euro  96  own  goal 
with  stars  of  poster  campaign 


John  Dtmcan  - 
Sports  Correspondent 


THE  corse  of  Nike  has 
struck  Euro  96.  with  many 


Young  life  (top  left)  in  the  area  of  Grayson  Heights,  and  (above)  the  flats  where  a pensioner  died  photographs,  john  angerson 


A PRIMARY  schoolboy 
accused  of  killing  a 
pensioner  with  a con- 
crete slab  told  a court 
yesterday  that  he  had  toppled 
the  missile  from  the  top  of  a 
nine-storey  tower  block  be- 
cause he  liked  being  naughty 
and  it  was  ”ftin". 

The  11-year-old  boy,  who 
cannot  be  named  for  legal 
reasons,  clung  to  his  mother’s 
arm  at  Leeds  crown  court  as 
he  denied  the  manslaughter 
of  Edna  Condie.  aged  74.  Her 
skull  was  crushed  by  the  191b 
slab  as  she  returned  from 
shopping. 

The  boy  admitted  heaving 
the  dislodged  stone  on  to  the 
parapet  of  Grayson  Heights  in  i 
Kirkstall,  Leeds.  “I  just  stood  | 


on  my  tiptoes,  pushed  it  over 
and  let  it  drop  down.  I was 
having  some  fun.  It  is  fun 
being  bad  and  no  frm  being 
good.” 

He  admitted  he  knew  what 
he  had  done  was  wrong  and 
said  he  was  able  to -tell  the 
difference  between  right  arid 
wrong. 

He  and  two  friends  had 
evaded  the  block’s  security  j 
system  by  ringing  an  elderly 
tenant’s  buzzer  and  persuad- 1 
ing  her  they  lived  in  the 
block.  “Then  we  went  on  the 
roof  and  started  throwing 
things  off,”  he  said. 

“We  were  playing  about 
and  throwing  stuff  off  the 
roof."  He  denied  he  knew 
people  were  below  and  said 


he  had  not  wanted  the  slab  to 
hit  anyone. 

Earlier  the  court  was  told 
the  boy.  who  was  10  at  the. 
time  of  the  tragedy  last 


August,  had  laughed  and 
shouted:  ‘Tm  not  bothered", 
after  being  told  someone  had 
been  killed  by  the  slab. 

Two  of  his  friends,  aged 
ninp  at  the  time  and  with  him 
on  the  roof,  said  they  had 
seen  people  below  and 
warned  him  not  to  topple  the 
stone. 

The  court  heard  the  chil- 
dren had  been  taking  part  in 
a craze  for  bluffing  their  way 
into  the  flats  and  hurling 
small  stones,  rubbish  and  or- 
anges off  the  roof. 

Interviewed  on  video,  one 


of  the  pair,  who  also  cannot 
be  named,  said:  “[The  defen- 
dant] found  this  brick.  1 said: 
“You  are  not  throwing  that 
off.  He  said:  ’Just  watch  me 
and  see’  and  just  threw  it  off 
and  hit  a lady  on  the  head.”  • 

Looking  distressed,  he  told 
a woman  interviewer  on  the 
video,  filmed  the  day  after  the 
tragedy:  “I  saw  it  hit  her.”  He 
made  a crunching  sound,  imi- 
tating the  slab  landing,  and 
said:  “She  fell  down  on  the 
floor.” 

Mrs  Condie,  who  lived  in 
the  flats,  was  killed  instantly, 
collapsing  to  a pool  of  blood 
in  front  of  her  husband 
George,  aged  76.  and  daughter 
Janet  Smith,  aged  43.  The  ■ 
court  heard  the  three  boys  I 


ran  off.  and  one  of  the  defen- 
dant’s friends  immediately 
told  his  mother  what  had 
happened. 

The  second  boy  to  give 
video  evidence  said  the  defen- 
dant  had  Led  the  way  up  to  the 
'roof,  saying:  ‘Tve  got  a sur- 
prise for  you." 

He  made  his  two  friends 
turn  their  backs  while  he 
-lifted  the  slab  on  to  the  para- 
pet and  then  said:  “You  can 
-turn  round  now.” 

The  boy  witness  told  the 
jury  of  nine  women  and  three 
men:  “When  I looked  down,  I 
saw  two  people.  It  took  about 
two  seconds  for  the  brick  to 
hit  the  lady.  I heard  a bang 
and  somebody  screaming.” 

The  case  continues  today. 


‘I  just  stood 
on  my 
tiptoes, 
pushed  it 
over  and 
let  it  drop 
down.  I was 
having  some 
fun.  It  is 
fun  being 
bad  and 
no  fun 
being  good’ 


I struck  Euro  96,  with  many 
of  the  footballers  chosen  by 
the  company  for  a poster  cam- 
paign either  omitted  from 
their  national  squad,  or  on 
the  point  of  befog  omitted. 
Until  last  month  one  even 
looked  as  if  he  would  spend 
the  tournament  in  jafl. 

The  weekend  news  that  the 
Frenchmen  Eric  Cantona  and 
David  Ginola  would  not  be 
playing  in  the  European  soc- 
cer championships  next 
month  sent  shivers  around 
Nike  headquarters  and 
revived,  memories  of  the 
sportswear  company's  disas- 
trous 1992  Olympic  poster 
campaign.  Then  it  put  all  its 
resources  into  pushing  the 
“invincible”  talents  of  Nour-  j 
eddine  Morceli  (did  not  start), 
Sergei  Bubka  (did  not  fea- 
ture). and  Michael  Johnson 
(did  not  run  very  fast). 

The  company  has  invested 
in  2,000  poster  sites,  including 
several  hundred  featuring 
Cantona  which  declare:  ’Tve 
worked  hard  to  improve 
English  football  — now  it 


must  be  destroyed-.  Not  by 
him  - — he  has  hot  made 
France’s  final  22. 

Another  has  Newcastle 
United  team-mates^  Ginola 
and  Les  Ferdinand  together 
with  the'  slogan  "Friendship 
expires  6/96”.  Ginola  is  out 
and  Ferdinand  is  doubtful  for 
England. 

Nike  is  left  with  defender 
Paolo  . Maldini,  the  Italy  cap- 
tain, a safe  bet,  and  Dutch 
striker  Patrick  Kluivert  who 
was  facing  jail  in  Holland  over 
a fetal  car  accident,  but  es- 
caped a jail  term  last  month. 

The  company  has  become 
as  creative  in  finding  ways  to 
explain  its  situation  as  it  has 
in  devising  the  posters.  “We 
make  bold  statements  and  en- 
joy not  befog  ‘safe’  which 
means  occasionally  bur  cam- 
paigns can  work  against  us,” 
said  the  spokesman. 

“These  posters  are  about 
players’  loyalties.  In  the  Ferdi- 
nand/Ginola  poster  we  are  try- 
ing-to  say  that  though  the  two 
pfey  for  the- same  club,  come 
summer  that  friendship  will  go 
out  of  the  window.  With  the 
Cantona  poster  the  caption 
does  not  say  he  himself  will 
destroy  England.”  Something 
of  a Nike  distinction. 


Fear  outweighs  science  as  distrust  clogs  EU  diplomacy  on  beef 


Popular  opinion  on  Continent 
blocks  lifting  of  export  ban 


Owen  Bowcott 


JOHN  Major's  threat  to 
retaliate  against  the 
European  Union  if  the 
ban  on  British  beef  exports  is 
not  lifted  focused  attention 
yesterday  on  the  scientific 
row  at  the  heart  of  the  diplo- 
matic crisis. 

European  doubts  over  Brit- 
ain’s plans  to  eradicate  BSE 
have  long  been  heightened  by 
the  feet  that  nearly  27,000  cat- 
tle born  after  the  Govern- 
ment’s 1968  ban  on  infected 
feed  have  contracted  the 
disease. 

If  previous  measures  trum- 
peted by  ministers  at  West- 


minster as  a definitive  cure 
did  not  work,  then  why.  Ger- 
many, Spain.  Portugal  and 
the  Benelux  countries  won- 
der, should  the  latest  prom- 
ises be  trusted? 

The  BSE  cases  known  as 
Babs  — cattle  Bom  After  the 
feed  Ban  — also  highlight  the 
shifting  sands  of  scientific 
consensus  and  the  relative  ab- 
sence of  firm  data  about  the 
progress  of  the  disease. 

Experiments  are  still  being 
conducted  by  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  into  fears  that 
the  disease  is  passed  from 
cows  to  calves  at  birth.  The 
department  no  longer  ex- 
cludes the  possibility,  but  in- 
sists that  any  maternal  trans- 


I mission  is  small.  Nor  has  po- 
I litical  wordplay  eased  fears 
that  BSE  may  trigger  a wide- 
scale  outbreak  of  CJD.  foe 
human  equivalent  of  the  dis- 
ease. The  Government  repeat- 
edly describes  British  beef  as 
safe  to  eat,  but  officials  qual- 
ify the  statement  when 
pressed. 

The  channels  of  diplomatic 
communication  between  the 
ministry  and  other  EU  agri- 
culture ministries  are  clogged 
with  months  of  distrust.  The 
Spanish  agricultural  counsel- 
lor in  London,  Luis  Esterue- 
las,  yesterday  claimed  that 
his  ministers  had  “not  been 
well  briefed"  by  their  UK 
counterparts. 

“There’s  a lack  of  informa- 
tion,” he  said.  “We  don’t  have 
details  of  their  slaughter  pro- 
gramme. We  were  briefed  by 
the  ministry  last  Friday  but 


they  never  told  us  about 
80,000  cattle  being  slaugh- 
tered. We  want  a thorough, 
detailed  and  specific  pro- 
gramme of  BSE  eradication-” 
Spain  has  insisted  that  EU  in- 
spectors oversee  the  process 
to  ensure  it  is  conducted  ef- 
fectively. Some  member 
states  have  suggested  a 

200,000-head  cull  as  a 
minimum. 

Britain  says  such  mass  de- 
struction of  herds  is  not  based 
on  clear  grounds  of  risk 
limitation. 

But  it  is  objectors  like  Ger- 
many. openly  admitting  that 
the  ultimate  aim  must  be  to 
restore  consumer  confidence 
in  beef,  which  have  touched 
upon  what  appears  to  be  the 
main  source  of  resistance  to 
lifting  the  ban  — the  conti- 
nental domestic  voters. 

Popular  fears  about  the  ef- 


fect of  BSE  appear,  paradoxi- 
cally. to  be  greatest  in  those 
countries  least  affected  by  the 
disease.  While  consumption 
in  Britain,  according  to  the 
ministry,  has  reached  nearly 
95  per  cent  of  the  levels  prior 
to  the  latest  Scare,  in  Ger- 
many consumption  is  only  at , 
70  per  cent  and  in  Italy  not 
much  above  50  per  cent.  With 
such  widespread  fears,  there 
is  little  political  incentive  for 
European  Union  ministers  to 
lift  the  ban. 

Such  a cynical  calculation 
may  also  be  leading  British 
negotiators  to  belittle  the  gen- 
uine scientific  fears  being 
raised  in  Brussels.  "I  think 
it's  more  a matter  of  public 
opinion,”  a government 
spokesman  suggested  yester- 
day. “There’s  a bit  of  science 
in  there  but  not  a lot  at  this 
stage." 


Unrepentant 
Europeans 
prepare  for 
confrontation 


EUROPEAN  politicians  and 
officials  who  opposed  end- 


d officials  who  opposed  end- 
ing the  beef  ban  were  unre- 
pentant last  night  as  they  pre- 
pared for  a long  confrontation 
with  Britain. 

Even  Britain’s  allies  were 
reluctant  to  support  Mr  Ma- 
jor’s non-co-operation  policy. 

Bonn:  German  officials 
gave  no  signals  of  retreat 
from  the  hard  line  Bonn  has 
taken  on  the  ten. 

They  accused  Downing 
Street  of  overreacting.  “We 
have  no  interest  in  keeping 
the  BSE  scare  alive.  Each  of 


us  has  important  national  in- 
terests and  maybe  bull  semen 
and  gelatin  are  in  the 
national  interest  as  exports.” 
a foreign  ministry  official 
said.  ‘Hut  that  doesn't  justify 
bringing  the  entire  European 
Union  process  to  a grinding 
halt." 

Bonn  Insisted  it  was  acting 
to  shore  up  collapsed  confi- 
dence in  its  own,  beef  indus- 
try. “The  German  consumer 
is  not  interested  in  confi- 
dence-building measures,  but 
in  food  safety." 

Madrid:  “We  cannot  play 
around  with  consumers’  \ 
health',”  said  Spain’s  new 
agriculture  minister,  Loyola 
de  Palacios,  defending  her 
country's  decision  to  oppose 
lifting  the  ban. 

Speaking  in  Brussels,  she 
said  Britain  had  not  produced 
a coherent  plan  to  eradicate 


mad  cow  disease.  Ms  Palacios 
described  the  daughter  pro- 
posals as  insufficient 

Paris:  The  Elysee  Palace 
last  night  refused  to  comment 
on  Britain’s  decision  to  go 
slow  on  European  projects. 
But  a spokesman  for  the  pres- 
ident underlined  France's 
support  for  a partial  lifting  of 
the  EU  ban. 

Echoing  the  support  Presi- 
dent Jacques  Chirac  offered 
Britain  during  his  visit  last 
week,  the  spokesman  said: 
"We  had  hoped  to  see  scien- 
tific agreement  in  the  veteri- 
nary committee.  We  sup- 
ported a partial  lifting  of  the 
ban." 

The  agriculture  minister, 
Philippe  Vasseur.  said:  “It  is 
not  in  Britain’s  interest  to 
toughen  its  stand.  Great  Brit- 
ain will  complicate  matters  if 
it  goes  ahead  with  its  threat" 
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Sibling 
blood 
is  hope 
for  sick 
children 


Erlend  Clouston  on 
a new  treatment 


A FOUR-YEAR-OLD  boy 
L\ with  leukaemia  has 
• Ibecome  the  first  In 
Britain  to  undergo  an  ex- 
perimental operation 
which  offers  new  hope  to 
sufferers,  it  was  announced 
yesterday.  Two  weeks 
later,  another  child,  aged 
seven,  suffering  from  a rare 
form  of  anaemia  was  also 
given  the  same  treatment 
in  another  hospital. 

The  four-year-old  Asian 
boy,  identified  only  as  Bi- 
lal, received  a transfusion 
of  blood  taken  from  the  um- 
bilical cord  of  his  new-born 
brother.  Snch  blood  is  rich 
in  stem  cells,  from  which 
other  blood  cells  form. 

Doctors  at  Glasgow’s 
royal  hospital  for  sick  chil- 
dren must  now  wait  up  to  a 
year  to  see  whether  Bilal 
improves  after  the  opera- 
tion, which  took  place  on 
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Bilal,  aged  four,  with  his  younger  brother  Aadil,  whose  donation  of  umbilical  cord  blood  may  help  him  fight  leukaemia  photograph  vjjrdo  mscleod 


April  4.  Be  has  been  dis- 
charged from  hospital. 

Leukaemia,  a form  of  can- 
cer of  the  blood,  is  usually 
treated  by  chemotherapy, 
with  or  without  trans- 
plants of  bone  marrow, 
where  blood  is  produced. 
But  doctors  believe  transfu- 
sion of  umbilical  cord  blood 
may  be  more  effective. 

The  second  transplant,  on 


April  23,  took  place  at  Lon- 
don’s Great  Ormond  Street 
children’s  hospital  on  Vijay 
Negi,  from  north  London. 

He  received  blood  cord 
cells  taken  at  the  birth  of 
his  baby  sister.  Vijay  suf- 
fers from  Fanconi  anaemia 
— said  to  be  an  “extremely 
rare”  condition  with  no 
cure  other  than  stem  cell 
transplantation.  Yesterday 


Girls  face  murder  trial 


John  Mudlin 


TWO  schoolgirls  were 
yesterday  charged  with 
murdering  Louise 
Allen,  the  13-year-old  who 
died  after  a disturbance 
following  a visit  to  a fair- 
ground in  Corby,  Northamp- 
tonshire. last  month. 

The  defendants,  aged  12  and 
13,  appeared  before  magis- 
trates at  a specially  convened 
sitting  of  a youth  court  in  Ket- 
tering, Northamptonshire, 
yesterday. 

; : They  had  been  accused  of 
manslaughter,  but  Crown 
Prosecution  Service  lawyers 
decided  to  charge  them  with 


the  more  serious  offence  of 
murder. 

The  girls,  who  cannot  be 
named  for  legal  reasons,  were 
remanded  in  the  custody  of 
the  local  authority. 

Louise  died  the  day  after 
she  was  allegedly  kicked  un- 
conscious as  she  went  to  the 
aid  of  her  best  Mend,  Rebecca 
Tyson.  Doctors  switched  off 
her  life  support  machine  at 
Kettering  general  hospital 
after  consulting  her  parents. 

A postmortem  examination 
showed  she  died  from  a brain 
haemorrhage. 

Her  father.  John  Allen, 
aged  40,  a lorry  driver,  from 
Glasgow  before  moving  to  die 
former  steel  town,  said;  “We 


are  devastated  at  the  loss  of 
our  little  soul,  Louise.  No 
words  will  ever  be  able  to  de- 
scribe the  pain  we  feel  now 
she  is  no  longer  with  us.  She 
was  a wonderful  daughter 
who,- like  any  normal  13-year- 
old  girl,  lived  life  to  the  ftUI” 

Mr  Allen,  and  his  wife, 
Ellen,  34,  have  two  other  chil- 
dren, John,  10,  and  two-year- 
old  Dean. 

More  than  1,000  people 
crowded  into  Our  Lady  and 
Pope  John  School,  Corby, 
which  Louise  had  attended, 
for  a mass  in  her  honour. 

The  Rev  Peter  Wilson,  Dean 
of  Corby,  and  the  family’s 
local  parish  priest,  spoke  of 
Louise  as  a mother  figure. 


he  was  said  to  be  making  a 
“very  good  recovery”  at 
Great  Ormond  Street. 

There  has  been  growing 
interest  in  harnessing  the 
potential  of  the  umbilical 
cord.  Aronnd  200  trans- 
plants have  been  completed 
abroad,  but  until  last 
month  all  British  attempts 
had  failed. 

The  procedure  raises  the 


ethical  issue  of  “designer 
conception”.  Bilal’s  mother 
was  already  pregnant  be- 
fore the  possibility  of  recy- 
cling her  cord  blood  was 
raised,  but  his  doctor  said 
desperate  parents  might 
feel  driven  to  conceive  in 
order  to  save  a child. 

“It  Is  not  something  I 
would  encourage;  children 
should  be  conceived  and 


bora  for  themselves,”  said 
consultant  haematologist 
Brenda  Gibson. 

The  hospital  had  failed  to 
find  a suitable  bone  mar- 
row donor  for  Bilal,  who 
bad  had  leukaemia  from 
birth.  At  present,  suitable 
donors  can  only  be  found 
for  about  three  out  of  10  pa- 
tients, some  of  whom  die 
while  on  the  waiting  list. 


Thieves  silence  TV  comedy 


Marttn  Wafaiwrlght 


TELEVISION'S  notorious 
chatterbox  Nora  Batty 
has  finally  been  silenced 
by  a gang  of  thieves  — who 
are  in  for  a shock. 

The  haul  of  £75.000  worth  of 
BBC  sound  recording  equip- 
ment, snatched  from  a film 
crew's  van  on  location  near 
Huddersfield,  includes  the 
only  copy  of  the  soundtrack 
for  a new  series  of  the  comedy 
Last  of  the  Summer  Wine. 

"For  their  sake,  you  can 
only  hope  they’re  fans,”  said 
a spokeswoman  at  the  BBC, 
conjuring  up  images  of  the 
burglars  examining  their 


spoils  and  finding  only  Nora 
berating  her  elderly  Pennine 
suitors. 

The  corporation  has  a more 
serious  reason  for  offering 
£500  for  the  tapes’  return:  in 
spite  of  the  doddery  nature  of 
the  Summer  Wine  cast  view- 
ers are  unlikely  to  take 
kindly  to  the  series  as  a silent 
movie. 

Without  the  tapes,  scenes 
including  this  year’s  Christ- 
mas special  may  have  to  be 
re-shot  while  actors  will  have 
to  re-record  their  Yorkshire 
quips  to  be  synchronised  with 
film. 

The  tapes  were  the  only 
version,  the  BBC  said,  be- 
cause shooting  of  the  five  epi- 


sodes had  only  finished  late 
the  previous  day. 

The  three  men  in  balacla- 
vas who  broke  into  the  van  at 
-L30am  mi  Monday  are  said 
not  to  resemble  Compo  and 
his  pals,  but  their  haul  may 
prove  as  useless  as  the  Sum- 
mer Wine  trio’s  various  in- 
ventive schemes. 

“The  tapes  are  of  absolutely 
no  use  to  anyone  but  us  — 
just  rushes  of  sound  which 
won’t  make  sense  without  the 
film,”  said  the  spokeswoman. 

The  reward  has  been. of- 
fered on  the  John  Birtian 
principle  that  paying  it  out 
would  be  considerably 
cheaper  than  having  to  re- 
record the  five  episodes. 


Cancer  op 
cancelled 
1 0 times 


Sarah  Boselay 


DAVID  MILLER  had  pre- 
pared himself  as  well  as 
he  could  for  his  liver  cancer 
operation,  knowing  there  was 
a 10  per  cent  chance  he  could 
die  under  the  surgeon’s  knife. 
He  had  not  prepared  himself 
for  the  trauma  of  having  that 
operation  cancelled  10  times 
by  the  hospital,  often  a few 
hours  before  he  was  due  to  be 
wheeled  into  theatre. 

Finally,  he  could  take  no 
more  and  made  arrangements 
to  have  the  operation  pri- 
vately. But  when  the  surgeon 
— the  same  one  who  would 
have  operated  under  the  NHS 
— eventually  opened  him  up, 
it  was  decided  that  the 
tumours  were  too  advanced  to 
remove. 

Recovering  from  surgery  at 
his  Surrey  home  before  he 
undergoes  chemotherapy,  Mr 
Miller,  aged  64.  said  he  did 
not  know  whether  the  delay, 
which  lasted  a month,  had 
worsened  his  condition  to  the 
point  where  ft  became  inoper- 
able. “But  it  does  beg  the 
question,”  he  said.  "It  will  al- 
ways be  in  the  back  of  our 
minds.” 

His  case  bears  out  the 
warnings  of  27  medical  direc- 
tors in  London  and  the  South- 
east, who  last  year  warned 
the  Health  Secretary.  Stephen 
DorreU,  that  cancer  patients 
were  failing  to  get  the  surgery 
they  needed  because  there 
were  not  enough  intensive 
care  beds.  It  is  exactly  the 
reason  Mr  Miller  was  given. 
Three  weeks  after  Mr  Miller 
first  wrote  to  protest  at  his 
treatment  the  Hammersmith 
Hospitals  NHS  Trust  admit- 
ted it  was  at  fault 
'1  was  appalled  to  read  the 
catalogue  of  events  which  you 
recounted  in  your  letters,” 
wrote  the  general  manager 
Fiona  Kergoat  on  Mur  1.  "I 
apologise  unreservedly  for 
this  totally  unacceptable 
chain  of  events  and  the  dis- 
tress and  inconvenience  that 
this  must  have  caused  you 
and  your  family  ...  I am  so 
very  sorry  that  the  trust 
failed  to  provide  you  with  the 
treatment  that  you  required.” 

Mr  Miller,  who  will  tell  his 
story  tonight  on  television  in 
the  BBCl  programme  Here 
and  Now.  said:  "I  don’t  want 
to  draw  attention  to  my 


David  Miller:  victim  of  lack 
of  intensive  care  beds 

plight.  I just  want  to  publicise 
the  appalling  situation  at 
Hammersmith  Hospital  In  the 
hope  that  it  will  enable  the 
administration  to  reorganise 
their  procedures  so  that  it 
doesn’t  happen  to  anybody 
else." 

He  spoke  of  his  “feeling  of 
utter  helplessness”.  The 
worst  moment,  he  said,  was 
the  fourth  cancellation,  min- 
utes before  he  and  his  wife 
Rosemary  were  due  to  leave 
the  house. 

“The  crude  word  is  gutted 
— it  was  like  a blow  in  tbe 
stomach.  I had  packed  yet 
again  and  Rosemary  and  1 
were  going  to  leave  at  1.30  and 
we  got  a phone  call  at  1.20  say- 
ing sorry,  it’s  not  on." 

The  couple  have  a son,  Pat- 
rick. aged  25,  and  a daughter. 
Katrina,  aged  23,  who  is  a 
nurse  at  St  Thomas’s  Hospi- 
tal. “She  is  appalled,  and  so 
are  her  colleagues,”  he  said. 

Mr  Miller  was  first  booked 
for  admission  on  March  26. 
After  several  postponements, 
he  was  admitted  on  April  2for 
an  operation  on  April  4.  On 
April  12,  with  fiie  surgeon 
about  to  leave  the  country  for 
a week,  he  went  home.  Ten 
days  later,  he  was  admitted 
for  the  operation  privately. 

Mr  Miller  blamed  “the  sys- 
tem and  a shortage  of 
money”.  Yesterday  the  hospi- 
tal said  its  intensive  care  unit 
“has  been  under  severe  pres- 
sure over  the  past  three 
months,  with  a number  of  ex- 
tremely ill  patients  occupying 
beds  for  long  periods."  The 
trust  is  to  hold  a full  inquiry. 
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Suicide  ‘caused  by 
snotty  Clintonoids’ 


Martin  Walker 
In  Washington 


Admiral  Mike 

Boorda  was  a victim 
□f  political  correct- 
ness in  the  White 
House,  President  Reagan's 
secretary  of  the  navy  said  yes- 
terday, as  conservatives  mid 
Republicans  fought  to  score 
political  points  from  last 
week’s  suicide  of  tile  chief  of 
naval  operations. 

The  former  navy  secretary. 
John  Lehman,  claimed  that 
Adm  Boorda  was  “driven  to 
his  death  by  a relentless 
lynch  mob"  of  anti-militarists 
in  the  White  House. 

His  attack  came  as  Presi- 
dent Clinton  addressed  the 
memorial  service  for  Adm 
Boorda  at  the  National  Cathe- 
dral, where  he  stressed:  "No 
person  should  ever  question 
his  deep  sense  of  honour.'' 

The  admiral  took  his  life  on 
Thursday,  rather  than  face 
two  Newsweek  reporters  who 
were  to  interview  him  on  his  I 
right  to  wear  combat  pins,  in 
the  shape  of  the  letter  V for 
valour,  on  his  medals.  His  I 
suicide  note  said  that  he  had 
worn  them  by  ‘‘honest  mis- 
take", but  did  not  want  to 
make  the  navy  suffer  another 
bruising  scandal. 

For  the  right  wing,  Adm 
Boorda  was  one  more  casu- 
alty in  “the  firestorm  that  has 


been  consuming  the  navy" 
since  the  Tailhook  scandal 
over  sexual  harassment,  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Lehman.  Tail- 
hook  was  the  convention  of 
navy  carrier  pilots,  at  which 
drunken  celebrations  spilled 
over  in  1990  to  sexual  harass- 
ment of  women  sailors. 

“The  scandal  was  sure  to 
have  faded  but  for  the  fact 
that  the  new  president  who 
in  his  younger  days  said 
proudly  that  he  ‘loathed’  the 
military,  brought  in  an  ad- 
ministration staffed  by  for- 
mer war  protesters  who 
largely  shared  the  prejudices 
of  those  in  the  anti-navy 
lynch  mob,"  Mr  Lehman  said. 

"Add  to  these  factions  the 
more  extreme  wings  of  the 
feminist  and  gay  movements. 
They  piled  on  because  the 
navy  has  epitomised  to  them 
what  they  see  as  the  homo- 
phobic, macho  culture  of  the 
military-  and  they  see  a great 
opportunity  to  bring  it  down." 

After  purges  of  the  navy’s 
upper  ranks  by  “the  White 
House  commissars  of  political 
correctness”,  not  just  the 
spirit  of  the  navy  was  now  at 
risk  but  also  its  military  effec- 
tiveness, Mr  Lehman  said. 

“Fourteen  admirals  have 
been  cashiered  and  over  300 
naval  aviators  have  had  their 
careers  ended,  all  without 
even  a semblance  of  due  pro- 
cess. Thousands  more  are 
leaving  the  service  in  disgust 


Mayor  motors  ahead  in 
Nicaragua  power  race 


Chris  Taylor  in 

Managua  reports 
on  the  frontrunner 
for  the  presidency 


A RNOLDO  ALEMAN  has 
ZA  a knack  for  the  telling 
/ lgesture.  One  of  his  first 
acts  on  becoming  mayor  of 
Managua,  capital  of  Nicara- 
gua. was  to  send  council 
workmen  to  whitewash  over 
the  revolutionary  murals 
which  proliferated  under  the 
Sandinista  government. 

In  the  six  years  since  then, 
the  pugnacious  rightwing 
populist  has  transformed 
himself  from  a political  no- 
body into  the  frontrunner  for 
Nicaragua's  presidential  elec- 
tion in  October. 

So  run  down  was  the 
sprawling  city  he  inherited 
that  when  he  built  the  coun- 
try’s first  roundabout  and  put 
a coloured  fountain  in  the 
middle,  it  was  hailed  as  a tri- 
umph of  urban  renewal 

He  was.  elected  to  the  city 
council  in  1990  when  the  San- 
dinistas  were  swept  from 
office  at  national  and  local 
level.  But  his  real  success  lay 
in  organising  a coup  among 
opposition  alliance  (UNO) 
councillors  to  displace  their 


original  candidate  for  mayor. 

While  the  UNO  quickly 
fragmented,  its  parliamen- 
ts ry  leaders  cold-shouldered 
by  the  president  they  had 
helped  elect,  Mr  Aleman 
remained  the  only  unrecon- 
structed anti-Sandtnista  hold- 
ing executive  power. 

He  has  used  his  office’s 
resources  to  build  his  stand- 
ing. and  has  survived  a cor- 
ruption case  in  which  his  sub- 
ordinates were  found  guilty  of 
misusing  public  funds.  - 

He  has  assiduously  forged 
unity  among  the  various  lib- 
eral mini-parties  as  a basis 
for  his  presidential  bid. 

His  main  rival  is  likely  to 
be  Daniel  Ortega,  the  former 
president  who  won  the  Sandi- 
nista party  (FSLN>  nomina- 
tion earlier  this  month. 
Recent  polls  have  put  Mr 
Aleman  in  the  lead  with 
about  30  per  cent,  but  suggest 
the  election  may  well  go  to  a 
second-round  run-off. 

The  Sandinistas  depict  the 
elections  as  a battle  to  stop 
the  country  returning  to  a 
new  version  of  the  45-year  So- , 
rnoza  dictatorship,  as  personi- 
fied by  Mr  Aleman,  who  was 
briefly  Imprisoned  under  the 
Sandinista  government  for  al- 
leged “counter-revolu- 
tionary” activities. 

The  FSLN  chose  a wealthy 
non-Sand  inista  landowner  as 


Mr  Ortega's  running  mate  to 
help  foster  a policy  of  alli- 
ances with  other  parties  in 
what  some  -have  seen  as  a 
“stop  Aleman”  campaign. 

The  FSLN's  most  obvious 
potential  ally  is  the  Sandi- 
nista Renewal -Movement  a 
breakaway  party  led  by  Ser- 
gio Ramirez,  Mr  Ortega’s  for- 
mer vice-president.  However, 
is  hard  to  envisage  the  two 
making  up  before  the  first 
round. 

.Of  the  many  other  candi- 
dates. only  Alvaro  Robelo's 
well-financed  campaign  has 
raised  a blip  in  opinion  polls. 
He  is  a former  ambassador  to 
Italy  and  his  Arriba  Nicara- 
gua (Up  with  Nicaragua) 
party  is  apparently  modelled 
on  Silvio  Berlusconi’s  Forza 
Italia.  He  promises  to  use  his 
business  contacts  to  attract 
foreign  investment. 

But  another  Italian  connec- 
tion has  dealt  a blow  to  his 
campaign,  with  Italian  prose- 
cutors naming  him  in  connec- 
tion with  an  investigation 
into  money-laundering.  He 
denies  any  wrongdoing. 

Whoever  Mr  Aleman  even- 
tually faces  in  the  election, 
Managua,  home  to  about  a 
quarter  of  the  country's 
42  million  people,  will  be  the 
crucial  battleground.  He  has 
spent  six  years  there  building 
up  his  advantage. 
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Right  wing  tries  to  score  points  from  admiral’s  death 


53  per  cent  of  post-command 
aviator  commanders  resigned 
last  year.  These  are  Che.  best 
of  the  best  and  won’t  be 
replaceable  for  a generation.” 

Another  former  navy  secre- 
tary, James  -Webb,  has  at- 
tacked “the  destruction  of  the 
careers  of  some  of  the  finest 
aviators  in  the  navy  based  on 
hearsay  and  unsubstantiated 
allegations". 

A new  furore  has  arisen  ! 
over  the  failure  of  Adm  I 
Boorda  to  stand  up  for  Admi- 
ral Stanley  Arthur.  His  pro- 
motion to  commander-in- 
chief  in  the  Pacific  was 
blocked  after  a complaint  that 
he  had  not  “sensitively” 
reviewed  the  case  of  a woman 
helicopter  pilot  appealing 
against  a fitness  report  saying 
she  did  not  fry  well  enough. 

The  defence  secretary,  Wil- 
liam Perry,  stressed  yester- 
day: "It  is  time  to  stop  evalu- 
ating people  by  activities  at 
Tailhook  five  years  ago.”  He 
added  that  be  had  now  for- 
mally asked  the  Senate  armed 
services  committee  to  stop 
i considering  Tailhook  when 
they  reviewed  navy  candi- 
dates for  promotion. 

The  ultra-conservative 
Washington  Times  yesterday 
said  Adm  Boorda  “let  down 
his  beloved  navy  by  betraying 
it  into  the  hands  of  snotty 
Clintonoids  who  think  that  no 
opportunity  must  be  missed 
to  emasculate  the  military". 


Peru’s  ice 
maiden  comes 
in  from  the  cold 
after  500  years 
on  top  of 
a volcano 


AN  Incan  mommy  that 
lay  for  500  years  in  a 


AAlay  for  500  years  in  a 
frozen  tomb  on  top  of  a Pe- 
ruvian volcano  made  her 
International  debut  yester- 
day with  a little  help  from 
Hillary  Clinton  (behind 
case),  Joanne  Kmai  writes 
from  Washington.  . 

The  mummy,  known  as 
the  “ice  maiden”,  will  be  on 
display  in  a special  air- 


conditioned  chamber  at  the 
National  Geographic  Soci- 
ety until  June  19.  when  she 
will  be  returned  to  Pern  for 
farther  study. 

Struck  on  the  head  and 
apparently  sacrificed  to  the 
gods  at  the  age  of  13,  the 
girl,  who  was  wrapped  in 
the  finest  alpaca  wool,  was 
discovered  last  September 
by  Job  an  Rein-hard,  an  an- 


thropologist at  Chicago’s 
Field  Museum,  and  his 
colleagues. 

Her  death  was  probably 
meant  to  appease  the  gods, 
possibly  to  avert  disaster, 
Mr  Heinhard  told  repor- 
ters. He  said  she  must  have 
had  a sense  of  majesty  and 
“a  phenomenal  coura- 
ge".The  unveiling  was  also 
attended  by  the  Peruvian 


president,  Alberto  Fuji- 
mori. The.  mummy  was 
recently  studied  at  Johns 
Hopkins  University  in  Bal- 
timore, where  doctors  used 
the  most  advanced  x-ray 
and  computer  technology 
to  peer  Inside  with  little 
damage  to  the  best-pre- 
served mummy  ever  found 
from  pre-Columbian  Amer- 
ica. PHOTOGRAPH:  STEPHEN  JAFFE 


Saddam  may  slip  up  on  oil  deal 


Ir^qi  joy  at  the  easing  of  sanctions  could 
backfire  on  the  president,  writes  Ian  Black 


IRAQIS  celebrated  in  the  ate  him  and  violate  Iraq's  child  malnutrition,  and  hospi- 
streets  of  Baghdad  yes  ter-  sovereignty.  tal  operations  without  drugs 

day  after  Saddam  Hussein's  So  in  finally  accepting  the  or  anaesthetics- 
acceptance  of  the  United  highly  intrusive  powers  or  It  will  make  it  harder  for 
Nations  oil-for-food  deal.  UN  monitors  and  .tight  con-  France  and  Russia  to  argue 

It  is  being  widely  welcomed  trol  over  finances  and  distri-  the  humanitarian  case,  al- 
by  his  Impoverished  people,  button,  he  is  recognising  his  though  the  deal  will  reward 
but  their  jubilation,  may  be  own  weakness.  But  he  Is  also  them  with  trading  opportuni- 
premature.  gambling  that  Iraq's  first  ties  they  complained  were 

Iraq's  official  media  pre-  legal  hard  currency  earnings  being  lost  because  of  Iraq's 
dictably  presented  the  presi-  in  nearly  six  years  will  make  isolation. 


Agreement  on  the  terms 
will  go  some  way  to  defusing 
Arab  and  Western  concerns 
about  the  500,000  Iraqis  esti- 
mated to  have  died  since  1990, 
child  malnutrition,  and  hospi- 
tal operations  without  drugs 
or  anaesthetics. 

It  will  make  it  harder  for 
France  and  Russia  to  argue 
the  humanitarian  case,  al- 


premature.  gambling  that  Iraq's  first  ties  they  complained  were 

Iraq's  official  media  pre-  legal  hard  currency  earnings  being  lost  because  of  Iraq's 
dictably  presented  the  presi-  in  nearly  six  years  will  make  isolation, 
dent's  volte-face  as  the  first  him  stronger.  The  United  States  and  Brit- 

step  towards  the  total  

removal  or  UN  sanctions. 

The  imponderable  is  to  what  extent 
d own^°  cro  wed s toe  tfie  re9*me  benefit  from  all  this’ 

burly  a newspaper. 

Monday's  accord  allows  Beyond  that,  he  hopes  the  ain,  the  leading  hawks  on  the 
Baghdad  to  sell  S3  billion  (£1.3  arrangement  is  the  first  step  issue,  risk  undermining  their 
billion)  worth  of  oil  over  six  to  normalisation.  It  will  cer-  determination  to  keep  sanc- 
months  to  buy  the  humanitar-  talnly  give  other  parties  a tions  in  place. 

I ian  goods  and  medicine  that  vested  interest  in  ensuring  Washington  and  London  in- 


The  imponderable  is  to  what  extent 


ian  goods  and  medicine  that 


sanctions  put  beyond  the  | that  Iraq  is  onoe  again  a via- 


reach  of  most  people. 

Until  then  President  Sad- 
dam had  baulked  at  accepting 
what  he  called  a "cowards' 


ble  trading  partner.  Although 
its  permitted  oil  exports  will 
be  only  600,000  barrels  a day 
— compared  to  3.2  million 


charter”,  on  the  grounds  that  barrels  a day  before  the  inva- 


tbe  strict  international  super- 
vision it  meant  would  humili- 


sion  of  Kuwait  — this  will 
whet  appetites  for  more. 


Washington  and  London  in- 
sist that  before  sanctions  can 
be  lifted,  Baghdad  has  to  pay 
compensation  to  war  victims, 
release  all  prisoners  and  co- 
operate with  the  UN  special 
commission  tracking  down 
Iraq's  nuclear,  biological,  and 
chemical  weapons. 


One  immediate  danger  is 
that  President  Saddam  might 
try  to  divert  existing 
resources  from  illicit  oil  sales 
to  finance  new  arms  pur- 
chases. He  could  also  increase 
funds  for  the  ration  system, 
which  has  helped  avert  a hu- 
manitarian catastrophe,  but 
also  provides  a formidable 
means  of  social  control. 

“The  imponderable  is  to 
what  extent  the  regime,  as 
against  the  people,  will  bene- 
fit from  this,"  said  one  diplo- 
mat “It  is  conceivable  that 
what  Saddam  sees  in  it  for 
him  is  not  the  love  of  the 
people  but  the  fact  that  he'd 
run  out  of  money  to  spend  on 
illicit  purposes.” 

But  there  is  the  risk  that 
people  will  turn  against  him 
as  the  dinar  strengthens,  food 
slowly  returns  to  the  shops 
and  expectations  rise.  Some 
discordant  voioes  in  Baghdad 
were  wondering  yesterday 
why  it  had  taken  so  long  to  do 
the  deal 

The  UN’s  humanitarian  co- 
ordinator in  Iraq  said  yester- 
day that  although  the  accord 
would  improve  living  condi- 
tions, the  amount  of  imported 
relief  goods  would  be 
“modest". 


| New  Zealand 
leaps  into 
unknown 
with  election 


Mark  Trevelyan 
In  Wellington 


Court  detains 
Arafat  critic 


Bangladesh  army 
brought  into  line 


Derek  Brawn  in  Jerusalem 


A PALESTINIAN  secret 
military  court  ordered 
the  detention  yesterday 
of  a leading  human  rights  ac- 
tivist who  had  complained  of 
corruption  and  oppression  in 
areas  run  by  Yasser  Arafat’s 
self-rule  authority.  ' 

Eyyad  Sarraj.  head  of  the 
Palestinian  Independent 
Commission  for  Citizens' 
Rights  fPICCR),  has  been  de- 
clared a prisoner  of  con- 
science by  Amnesty  Interna- 
tional. which  has  called  for 
Tils  immediate  and  uncondi- 
tional release. 

He  was  arrested  at  his 
home  in  Gaza  City  on  Satur- 
day, 12  days  after  being 
quoted  in  a New  York  Times 
report  as  saying  the  self-rule 
government  was  •’corrupt, 
dictatorial  and  oppressive”. 

Dr  Sarraj  is  the  respected 
head  of  a Gaza  mental  health 
project.  He  was  arrested  and 
briefly  detained  last  Decem- 
ber after  criticising  the  au- 
thority as  dictatorial. 

Yesterday  he  appeared  be- 
fore a military  judge  of  the 
state  security  court,  notori- 
ous for  its  late-night  sittings 
in  judgment  of  alleged  Islam- 
ist extremists. 

According  to  the  PICCR,  Dr 
Sarraj  was  ordered  to  be  de- 
tained for  a further  15  days 
for  “the  continuation  of  inter- 
rogation procedures".  No  for- 
mal charge  had  been  brought 
The  Gaza-based  Palestinian. 

! Centre  for  Human  Rights  con- 
firmed the  detention  order. 
The  centre's  director.  Raji 


Sourani,  who  is  Dr  Sarraj's 
lawyer,  visited  him  15  min- 
utes before  the  hearing,  but 
was  not  informed  of  Its  Immi- 
nence. Dr  Sarraj  was  not  rep- 
resented at  the  brief  bearing. 

According  to  a note  from  Dr 
Sarraj  to  Mr  Sourani,  the 
judge  questioned  him  about 
an  accusation  of  “libel  and 
defamation’’  based  on  his  com- 
ments in  the  New  York  Times. 

Mr  Arafat  established  the 
state  security  courts  by  presi- 
dential decree.  As  the  Centre 
for  Human  Rights  commented 
yesterday:  “They  follow  no  i 
due  procedures,  deny  accused 
persons  the  right  to  prepare  a 
proper  defence  or  to  have  , 
legal  representation,  and 
often  the  charge  is  not  known 
to  the  defendant  before  he  ap- 
pears before  the  court. 

“Previous  trials  have  oc- 
curred in  the  middle  of  the 
night  lasting  little  more  than 
an  hour.  The  state  security  | 
court  defies  all  fair  trial  stan- 
dards and  violates  basic 
human  rights  principles." 

• In  a report  on  last  month's 
bombardment  by  Israel,  the 
■ Lebanese  army  claims  that 
147  towns  and  villages  were 
targeted,  some  11,000  civilians 
suffered  material  loss,  and 
around  £16  million  worth  of 
damage  was  done  to  private 
property.  The  estimates  did 
not  Include  extensive  damage 
to  roads,  power  installations, 
and  other  public  property- 
The  bombardment  ostensibly 
in  response  to  guerrilla 
rocket  attacks  on  Israel, 
lulled  around  200  civilians 
and  drove  400,000  from  their 
homes. 


Arsttad  Mahmud  In  Dhaka 
and  Agencies 


BANGLADESH’S  presi- 
dent Abdur  Rahman 
Biswas,  appeared  last 
night  to  have  brought  the 
army  high  command  under 
his  control  after  about 
5,000  activists  of  the  largest 
political  party,  the  Awaml 
League,  marched  through 
central  Dhaka  demanding 
his  resignation. 

The  previous  day  he  had 
dismissed  the  popular  army 
chief,  Lieutenant-General 
Abu  Saleh  Mohammed 
Nasim. 

The  Awami  League  saw 
the  general's  departure  as 
the  result  of  a “deep-rooted 
conspiracy”  by  the  presi- 
dent’s Bangladesh  Nation- 
alist Party  to  sabotage 
national  elections  sched- 
uled for  June  12  — a suspi- 
cion shared  by  many  inde- 
pendent commentators. 

President  Biswas  sacked 
Gen  Nasim  for  disobeying  a 
presidential  order  at  the 
weekend  to  dismiss  two 
commanders  suspected  by ' 
the  president  of  aligning . 
themselves  with  the  Awaml 1 
League. 

The  new  army  chief, 
Major-General  Malibu  bur 
Rahman —appointed  by  Mr 
Biswas  — called  on  the 
president  shortly  after  as- 
suming command  yester- 
day. State  television ; 
showed  their  meeting,  at 
which  tbe  chiefs  of  the 
navy  and  air  force  were 
present.  \ 


Gen  Nasim  and  some  of 
his  officers  were  under 
guard  in  a house  inside  the 
Dhaka  garrison,  sources 
said. 

Diplomats  said  they  had 
reports  that  np  to  10  other 
officers  loyal  to  the  deposed 
army  chief  were  also  under 
house  arrest,  though  this 
could  not  be  independently 
confirmed. 

State  media  said  that 
troops  who  had  left  their 
barracks  outside  Dhaka 
apparently  in  support  of 
Gen  Nasim  had  all  gone 
back. 

In  central  Dhaka  there 
were  no  signs  of  troop 
movements  and  things  ap- 
peared to  be  returning  to 
normal.  Bnt  there  was 
widespread  unease  about 
the  forthcoming  elections. 

The  head  of  the  caretaker  i 
government,  Mohammed  1 
Hablbnr.  said  in  a televised 
speech  that  the  president 
had  acted  on  his  own 
against  the  officers. 

Under  the  constitution, 
executive  power  is  vested 
in  the  caretaker 

government. 

Bnt  a controversial 
amendment,  passed  by  the 
BNP  government  before  it 
fell  in  March,  made  the 
president,  who  was  elected 
by  MPs  of  the  BNP,  com- 
mander-in-chief. 

The  BNP  has  publicly 
praised  tbe  president’s 
action  against  the  officers, 
parading  slogans  in  the 
street  like:  “President  Bis. 
was  don’t  be  afraid;  we  are 
with  yon."  J. 


NEW  Zealand’s  prime  min- 
ister, Jim  Bolger,  fired 
the  first  shots  of  a marathon 
election  campaign  yesterday, 
announcing  the  country 
would  go  to  file  polls  on  Octo- 
ber 12. 

The  country  of  3.5  million 
will  leap  into  the  political  un- 
known as  it  elects  its  parlia- 
ment for  the  first  time  under 
a proportional  representation 
system  that  will  favour  coali- 
tion governments. 

Mr  Bolger  told  parliament 
his  conservative  National 
Party  government,  which  for 
the  past  six  years  has  built  on 
free- market  reforms  enacted 
by  Labour  in  the  1980s.  would 
resist  attempts  to  turn  back 
the  clock.  "We  will  vigorously 
oppose  all  who  seek  to  take 
New  Zealand  back  to  a failed 
past,"  he  said. 

Mr  Bolger  had  to  call  a gen- 
eral election  within  six 
months  to  avoid  a costly  and 
distracting  by-election  in  a 
seat  where  an  opposition  MP 
resigned  over  a local  scandal. 

Despite  a comfortable  lead 
in  the  polls.  National  Is  set  to 
fall  well  short  of  an  overall 
majority  under  proportional 
representation  and  lacks  a vi- 
able coalition  partner.  Parties 
of  the  left  are  deeply  split, 
with  little  prospect  of  forging 
an  electoral  alliance. 

An  opinion  poll  yesterday 
showed  National  and  the 
main  opposition  Labour 
Party  continuing  to  lose 
ground  to  the  New  Zealand 
First  Party,  which  favours 
economic  sovereignty”  and 
wants  to  limit  foreign  owner- 
ship of  companies  to  less  than 
25  percent 

nw6*1*}11  suPI»rt  for 
New  Zealand  First  at  29  per 
rent  up  seven  points,  com- 
pared to  National,  down  five 
to  35  per  cent  and  Labour, 
down  three  to  15.  The  leftwing 
Party  was  steady 
with  11  per  cent  support. 

New  Zealand  First  has 
soared  in  popularity  since 
launching  a strident  cam- 
pmgn  for  cuts  in  imraigra- 
han-tt  denies  accusations  of 
racist  bias  against  Asians. 

prime  minister. 
Don  McKinnon  said  the  gov- 
ernment  would  campaign  on 
Policies  for  an  open  economy! 
a tow -rate,  broad-based 
system,  a free  labour  market 
andpnee  stability. 
oiZSf  auuouncement  of  an 

election  came  just  two  days 
before  a tax-cutting  budget  in 
jrtjtoh  the  finance  minister 
Bill  Birch,  will  unveil  the 
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Sofia’s  asylums  of  death 


Despite  recent  reforms  to 
Bulgaria’s  mental  health 
system,  children  have  been 
left  to  freeze  to  death, 
writes  Julian  Borger  in  Chichil 


CHILDREN  in  a Bul- 
garian home  for 
the  mentally  dis- 
abled were  teth- 
ered to  their  beds 
last  winter  and  left  to  freeze 
at  night  when  the  heating  was 
turned  off  to  save  money.  Fif- 
teen children,  a quarter  of  the 
home’s  patients,  died  as  a 
result  — victims  of  a thread- 
bare and  inhumane  system 
that  is  only  gradually  being 
reformed. 

A British  volunteer  nurse 
who  visited  in  Chichil  last 
August  wrote  a report  de- 
scribing conditions  there  as  a 
crime  against  humanity.  The 
government  promised 
changes  but  they  will  be  too 
late  to  save  the  children. 

It  is  unclear  how  many 
mentally  handicapped  Bul- 
garians died  over  the  winter 
in  other  institutions.  Govern- 
ment officials  admit  condi- 
tions are  as  bad  as  Chichil  in 
18  other  homes  that  have 
been  earmarked  for  closure. 

Sixteen  months  have 
passed  since  the  brutal  nature 
of  Bulgaria's  asylums  came  to 
light  The  socialist  govern- 
ment elected  in  December 
1994  embarked  on  a series  of 
reforms  of  the  mental  health 
system.  Some  of  the  worst  in- 
stitutions. which  resembled 
gulags  in  their  conditions  and 
horrific  death  rates,  have 
been  closed,  their  inmates 
sent  to  more  humane  homes. 
Day  care  centres  have  been 
opened,  and  a new  social  wel- 
fare act  has  been  passed  giv- 
ing disabled  Bulgarians 
greater  rights. 

But  the  system  inherited 
from  communism  is  en- 
trenched. Jobs  and  money  are 
at  stake.  Reforms  are  ham- 
pered by  a lack  of  funds  and 
territorial  disputes  between 
central  government  and  local 
councils. 

On  a visit  to  the  Chichil 
home,  it  is  easy  to  see  bow  so 
many  perished.  The  two- 
storey  building  is  disintegrat- 
ing. Plaster  has  fallen  off  the 
wall  in  great  slabs  and  ili-fft- 


They  were  fine 
when  they  went. 
No-one  helps 
them  and  they  just 
give  up  and  die1 


ting  pieces  ofhardboard  have 
been  nailed  up  In  place  of 
missing  windows. 

Inside,  the  smell  of  urine 
and  faeces  is  overpowering. 
In  the  main  dormitory,  two 
out  of  three  radiators  have 
been  disconnected,  and  toad- 
stools are  sprouting  from  the 
rotten  floor.  In  an  upstairs 
room,  13  teenagers  with 
severe  mental  and  physical 
handicaps  lie  in  stinking 
sheets.  Many  show  signs  of 
malnutrition  and  skin  dis- 
ease. Several  have  their  limbs 
tethered. 

An  emaciated  girl  called 
Valentina,  aged  about  16,  lies 
with  her  hands  tied  behind 
her  badt  with  a length  of  ban- 
dage. Her  spindly  legs  are 
also  bound.  In  the  bed  oppo- 
site, a girl  of  14  called  Kater- 
ina sits  upright  looking  down 
at  her  painfully  thin  ankles, 


which  are  crossed  and  knot- 
ted together  with  bandages. 
Her  arms  appear  too  weak  to 
brush  away  the  flies  that 
cover  her  shaven,  peeling 
scalp. 

Jenny  Manson,  a British 
volunteer  nurse  who  last  vis- 
ited the  home  in  January, 
said  that  during  the  winter 
several  children  were  teth- 
ered to  their  beds  and  one 
was  lying  in  a bed  sur- 
rounded by  a metal  cage.  The 
cage  has  since  been  removed. 

Penko  Yonchev,  CMcbiTs 
medical  technician,  said  the 
children  were  tied  to  prevent 
them  hurting  themselves  by 


This  is  a crime 
against  humanity 
and  someone 
must  take 
responsibility’ 


striking  their  own  faces  or 
falling  out  of  bed.  He  said 
there  were  not  enough  staff 
for  the  room  to  be  supervised 
constantly,  so  the  children 
were  often  left  alone. 

Mr  Yonchev  is  temporarily 
in  charge  of  the  home  after 
the  director’s  resignation  last 
week  for  “personal  reasons". 
He  remembers  10  children 
dying  between  November  and 
January,  but  aid  workers  in 
the  region  and  in  the  capital, 
Sofia,  insist  the  documented 
death  toll  was  15. 

Seven  came  from  a better- 
run  home  for  younger  chil- 
dren at  Gomotarci,  a few 
miles  away.  When  the  chil- 
dren turned  10  last  year,  the 
law  dictated  they  be  trans- 
ferred to  Chichil.  Ms  Manson 
last  saw  them  lying  unsaper- 
vised  in  an  unlit  quarantine 
room.  Within  a few  months, 
they  were  all  dead. 

"They  were  all  tine  when 
they  went  there,”  said  Morag 
Drysdale,  another  British 
nurse  working  in  the  nearby 
town  of  Vidln.  “It's  the  transi- 
tion which  is  really  difficult 
for  them.  No  one  helps  them 
adapt  and  they  just  give  up 
and  die.”  • 

Mr  Yonchev  says,  the  chil- 
dren died  principally  because 
the  home  did  not  have  enough 
money  to  pay  fbr  coal  When 
the  inside  temperature  fell 
towards  zero,  Mr  Yonchev  put 
four  children  In  each  bed,  and 
gave  them  each  four  aspirin  a 
day.  “to  warm  their  bodies 
and  keep  off  hypothermia”. 

Tanya  Petkova,  who  is  the 
bead  of  social  services  in  the 
nearby  town  of  Kula,  said 
Chichil’s  hasting  had  to  be 
turned  off  at  night  because  of 
lack  of  funding  from  the  cen- 
tral government  To  keep  the 
boilers  running  24  hours  a 
day  would  have  required  an 
extra  60  tonnes  of  coal,  cost- 
ing 120,000  levs  (approxi- 
mately £800.) 

Mrs  Petkova’s  claims  of  un- 
derfunding were  angrily  de- 
nied in  Sofia.  Evgeniya  Spas- 
sova,  the  deputy  minister  of 
Labour  and  Social  Affairs, 
said  less  than  half  of  Chichil's 
coal  budget  had  been  spent 
The  rest  bad  been  siphoned 
offfbr  other  uses. 

"Money  we  raise  in  the  cen- 
tral budget  is  re-allocated  to 


Cold  and  neglected  . . . Inmates  of  Chichil  mental  home,  where  15  died  last  winter, 
victims  ofunderftandmg  and  bureaucratic  disputes.  photograph:  juuan  borger 


meet  the  needs  of  the  local 
population,”  Mrs  Spassova 
said 

Bulgarian  aid  workers  in 
Sofia  say  the  present  labour 
ministry  is  more  committed 
to  reform  than  its  predecessor 
but  confirm  the  government 
is  feeing  resistance  from  con- 
servative local  authorities. 

After  the  Guardian 
reported  the  savage  condi- 
tions in  a camp  for  mentally 
handicapped  men  In  Angel 
Voivoda  in  December  1994, 
the  Bulgarian  government  or- 
dered its  closure  and  brought 
charges  against  Its  directors, 
but  the  local  municipality 


fought  for  more  than  a year  to 
keep  the  camp  open  as  a 
means  of  providing  employ- 
ment It  was  finally  closed  on 
sanitary  grounds  in- April  this 
year. 

The  government  and  the 
local  authorities  in  the 
nearby  town  of  Kula  have 
been  aware  of  the  conditions 
in  Chichil  since  Ms  Manson 
wrote  a graphic  report  of  a 
visit  to  the  borne  in  August 
1995.  “What  Is  happening  in 
this  country  regarding  these 
young  people  is  a crime  of  hu- 
manity and  someone  must 
take  responsibility,"  the 
report  said. 


Nine  months  on,  Mrs  Spas- 
sova Insists  the  Uhicha  home 
will  be  moved  to  another  site 
about  30  miles  away  within 
weeks.  But  so  fer  the  new 
buildings  have  neither  been 
bought  nor  renovated. 

MacIntyre  International,1  a 
British-based  charity  that 
helps  people  with  learning 
disabilities,  has  offered  to  buy 
one  of  the  buildings,  a former 
hotel  costing  £40,000,  and  is 
currently  trying  to  raise 
funds. 

It  is  uncertain  whether  the 
children  of  Chichil  can  be 
evacuated  before  another 
winter  descends. 


Communists  fight 
for  centre  ground 


DarvM  ttearstbi  Moscow 


RUSSIA'S  Commu- 
nists, optimistic  of 
victory  in  next 
month’s  presidential 
election,  promised  yesterday 
to  pursue  a programme  of 
economic  growth  and  moder- 
ate state  regulation  in  which 
(he  rights  of  foreign  investors 
would  be  respected. 

The  message  was  a clear  in- 
dication that  the  party's 
leader,  Gennady  Zyuganov, 
wants  to  challenge  President 
Boris  Yeltsin  for  the  middle 
ground  of  Russian  politics. 
With  many  opinion  polls  put- 
ting Mr  Yeltsin  marginally  in 
the  lead,  it  is  in  the  battle  for 
the  centrist  vote  that  the  cam- 
paign will  be  hardest  fought 
To  this  end.  the  Communist 
Party  fronted  a moderate 
economist.  Dr  Tatyana  Korya- 
gina, to  present  its  economic 
priorities.  Dr  Koryagina  is  a 
former  adviser  to  Mr  Yeltsin 
and  works  in  an  institute 
funded  by  the  ministry  of 
economics. 

She  immediately  denied  a 
spate  of  scare-stories  in  the 
Russian  media  that  the  Com- 
munists were  preparing  to 
renationalise  the  banks  and 
conduct  for-reaching  changes 
in  monetary  policy.  '“Hie 
rights  of  foreign  investors 
would  be  guaranteed,”  Dr 
Koryagina  insisted.  "They 
have  been  investing  accord- 
ing to  existing  legislation,  so 
they  cannot  be  made  victims 
of  changes  in  legislation." 

The  Communist  pro- 
gramme was  one  of  "eco- 
nomic growth  and  growth  of 
national  well-being",  she 
said.  “The  economic  policy  of 
[prime  minister]  Viktor  Cher- 
nomyrdin’s government  Is 
tiie  fight  against  inflation, 
while  ours  is  a programme  of 
economic  growth,  because 
iron  can't  speak  about  the 


Izetbegovic 
fears  for  poll 


Router  bi  Sarajevo 


BOSNIA’S  president,  Alija 
Lzetbegovlc,  has  ex- 
pressed concern  that  foe  Bos- 
nian Serb  president,  Radovan 
Karadzic,  may  hold  a referen- 
dum to  rally  support  for  him- 
self and  disrupt  post-war 
elections. 

“He  may  even  try  to 
strengthen  his  position  by 
carrying  out  a kind  of  refer- 
endum,” President  Izetbego- 
vic said. 

“If  it  is  not  prevented,  not 
only  will  there  be  no  chance 
for  fair  elections,  but  foe 
peace  process  in  many  of  its 
aspects  will  be  halted,"  he 
added. 

Mr  Karadzic  has  resisted  at- 
tempts by  'the  International 
mediator  Carl  Bfldi  to  unseat 
hhn  and  remains  “in  the  sad- 
dle”, the  Bosnian  President, 
Mr  Izetbegovic  said 
yesterday. 

‘Obviously  Mr  Bildt  has 
not  succeeded  in ...  removing 
Karadzic  as  it  seamed  [he 
had]  two  or  three  days  ago.” 
Indicted  twice  by  a United 
Nations  war  crimes  tribunal 
in  The  Hague,  Mr  Karadzic 
has  refused  to  step  down  as 
required  under  terms  of  the 
Dayton  peace  agreement 
Mr  Izetbegovic’s  Muslim- 
led  government  fought  for  in- 
dependence against  separatist 
Serbs  for  three- and- a -ha If 
years  until  the  peace  treaty 
was  signed  by  warring  fac- 
tions in  December. 


light  against  inflation  if  you 
can’t  overcome  the  decline  of 
production.” 

The  present  government, 
its  policies  agreed  with  the  In- 
ternational Monetary  Fund, 
has  sharply  cut  the  Inflation 
which  followed  the  introduc- 
tion of  reforms  In  1992.  But 
output  has  halved  since  1992 
and  Dr  Koryagina  said  it  con- 
tinued to  decline  in  foe  first 
three  months  of  this  year. 

She  said  her  party’s  prior- 


Yeltsin  tribute 
to  Sakharov 

PRESIDENT  Boris  Yelt- 
sin laid  flowers  on  An- 
drei Sakharov's  grave  yes- 
terday, the  75th 
anniversary  of  the  physi- 
cist's birth,  saying  the 
Nobel  peace  prize-winner 
had  taught  Russia  about 
democracy. 

The  ceremony  was  one  of 
a number  of  events  in  Mos- 
cow this  week  dedicated  to 
the  Soviet  dissident  who 
died  in  1989. 

On  Monday,  dissidents, 
friends  and  politicians 
attended  the  opening  of 
Sakharov  Peace,  Progress 
and  Human  Rights  Mu- 
seum. Displays  focused  on 
victims  of  Soviet  repression. 
Television  monitors  showed 
conflicts  around  the  former 
Soviet  Union,  including  the 
war  in  Cbechenia. 

Meanwhile,  three  Rus- 
sian soldiers  were  killed 
and  five  wounded  in  over- 
night dashes  with  separat- 
ist fighters  in  the  Chechen 
capital  Grozny,  Russian 
news  agencies  said  yester- 
day. They  also  said  a pow- 
erful bomb  was  defused  in 
the  city's  headquarters  of 
the  pro-Moscow  adminis- 
tration, — Agencies. 


ities  would  be  to  boost  pro- 
duction in  agriculture,  food 
processing  and  small  busi- 
ness. The  state  would  also 
support  the  nuclear  sector 
and  technology.  The  state 
should  have  3 role  in  regulat- 
ing prices  and  industries  pro- 
viding the  basic  necessities 
fbr  life,  she  said.  But  there 
would  always  be  a place  for 
foe  private  sector. 

“Our  line  would  be  the 
minimum  of  prohibition  and 
maximum  of  permission.  But 
the  main  attention  will  be  put 
on  help  to  national  factories 
producing  goods  for  mass 
consumption,  for  the  poor 
and  middle  classes.  In  this 
sphere  the  turnover  is  very 
big  and  quick.” 

Asked  how  the  Communists 
would  fund  their  programme. 
Dr  Koryagina  said  Russians 

held  savings  of  100-150  trillion 
roubles  (£13-£16  billion  1 and 
the  issue  was  how  to  attract 
them  for  investment 

According  to  her  estimates, 

Mr  Yeltsin  has  already  allot- 
ted up  to  100  trillion  roubles 
in  election  promises.  "Most  of 
these  promises  simply  won't 
be  kept  and  most  of  the 
money  will  go  on  paying  [ar- 
rears in]  salaries."  she  said. 

Beside  her  sat  foe  Commu- 
nist Party's  campaign  chief. 
Valentine  Kupstov,  who  de- 
nied a spate  of  opinion  polls 
giving  Mr  Yeltsin  an  8 per 
cent  lead.  He  said  his  party’s 
own  surveys  put  Mr  Zyu- 
ganov fer  ahead  of  Mr  Yelt- 
sin. by  30  per  cent  to  17. 

Mr  Kuptsov  clashed  with 
one  of  his  main  backers,  Vik- 
tor Anpilov,  leader  of  the 
Stalinist  party  Working  Rus- 
sia, for  saying  that  he  would 
make  bankers  do  a bit  of  hon- 
est work  "on  foe  lathe”.  Mr 
Kupstov  said:  “We  have  dis- 
agreements with  Viktor  Anpi- 
lov on  approaches  of  princi- 
ple, but  that  does  not  mean 
foe  campaign  is  not  united.” 


WEU  dismissed 
in  British  report 


David  FakhaU 
Defence  Correspondent 


THE  Western  European 
Union,  seen  by  many  in 
Brussels  as  the  best 
hope  of  seeming  an  inte- 
grated European  defence 
and  ultimately  a European 
army,  has  been  dismissed 
by  British  MFs  as 
Insignificant. 

In  a report*  on  foe  40- 
year-old,  10-conntry 
organisation,  the  cross - 
party  Commons  defence 
committee  concludes  that 
there  is  almost  nothing  the 
WEU  does  that  cannot  bet- 
ter be  done  by  Nato.  The 
MPs  can  find  "little  signifi- 
cance” in  the  concept  of  foe 
WEU  as  Nato’s  European 
pillar.  Unlike  Nato  it  has 
“no  continuing  signifi- 
cance” in  Europe’s  collec- 
tive defence.  Nor  is  it 
essential  to  collaboration 
on  military  equipment. 

The  committee  suggests 
that  foe  WETJ’s  most  useful 
role  — preferably  under  a 
sew  name  — is  to  provide  a 
structure  within  which 
Europeans  can  conduct 
peacekeeping  or  humani- 
tarian operations  when  the 
United  States  is  not  inter- 
ested. But  much  remains  to 
be  done,  in  the  MPs'  opin- 
ion, if  it  is  to  be  a bridge 


between  the  European 
Union  and  Nato. 

The  report  will  be  seen  in 
Brussels  as  another  symp- 
tom of  Westminster’s  Euro- 
scepticism. It  is  bound  to 
cause  embarrassment  for 
British  diplomats  — what- 
ever their  private  views  — 
since  publication  coincides 
with  foe  British  presidency 
of  the  WEU  and  this  year’s 
intergovernmental  confer- 
ence at  which  foe  WEU’s 
role  as  foe  military  arm  of 
the  European  Union  will  be 
an  issue. 

Britain  has  achieved 
modest  improvements  In 
the  WEU’s  ability  to  con- 
duct military  operations, 
confined  to  foe  so-called 
"Petersberg"  tasks  of 
peacekeeping,  humanitar- 
ian relief  or  rescue.  It 
would  accept  closer  links 
between  foe  WEU  and  foe 
EU,  hut  does  not  endorse 
some  other  countries’  am- 
bition to  integrate  foe  two 
organisations. 

• Slovaks’  support  for 
membership  of  Nato  has 
cooled,  with  38.7  per  cent 
last  month  in  favour  of 
joining  against  42.5  per 
cent  last  December,  an 
opinion  poll  said. 

* Commons  Defence  Commit- 
tee report  on  the  Western  Euro- 
pean Onion,  HMSO,  £11.50 
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By  Jingo  for  July? 

Don’t  rule  out  an  early  Europhobic  election 


BY  threatening  non-cooperation  with 
the  workings  of  the  European  Union  as 
a result  of  the  continuing  beef  ban, 
John  Major  has  taken  a dangerous  leap 
into  the  dark  with  this  country's  future. 
His  statement  to  Parliament  yesterday 
promised  non-cooperation  with  a set  of 
European  partners  who  — whatever 
their  own  current  domestic  problems 
over  the  single  currency  — are  increas- 
ingly impatient  with  the  anti-European 
hysteria  in  this  country.  This  was  not  a 
carefhlly  thought  out  response  to  the 
genuine  difficulties  imposed  by  the  beef 
crisis.  It  was  an  impulsively  self-indul- 
gent reaction,  hastily  cobbled  together 
for  party  reasons  after  Britain’s  failure 
to  get  its  way  oh  beef  derivatives  at  the 
veterinary  scientists’  meeting  on  Mon- 
day night  Some  will  say  that  it  can  be 
coolly  ignored  because  it  is  rhetorical, 
designed  mainly  to  excite  the  back- 
benches and  the  Tory  press  as  the  i 
Whitsun  recess  begins.  We  say  that  that 
is  too  complacent  Mr  Major  is  letting 
loose  a whirlwind  which  could  put  at 
hazard  the  whole  of  this  country’s 
relationship  with  Europe. 

This  of  course  is  exactly  what  a 
growing  section  of  Mr  Major's  party 
want  The  Conservative  Party,  its  fanta- 
sies whipped  into  hysteria  by  the  right- 
wing  press,  is  in  an  unprecedentedly 
febrile  mood.  The  beef  crisis  has  been 
hijacked  by  the  Europhobes  and  is  now 
being  used  as  a lever  to  break  the  link 
with  the  EU  altogether.  It  is  hardly  an 
exaggeration  to  say  that  some  parts  of 
the  party  are  in  the  mood  for  war.  The 
beef  crisis  has  encouraged  Conserva- 
tive Europhobes  to  adopt  language  and 
attitudes  which  shame  their  party  and 
this  country  and  which  are  damaging 
our  national  interest  The  anti-German 
mood  among  some  MPs  is  an  absolute 
disgrace.  Mr  Major,  to  his  shame,  has 
chosen  not  to  use  his  authority  to  put 
an  end  to  such  talk  but  instead  to  put 
his  authority  at  its  service. 


British  policy  over  the  beef  crisis  is 
undoubtedly  in  a quandary,  but  It  is 
one  which  is  of  file  Government's  own 
making.  The  beef  crisis  derives  directly 
from  two  longterm  Conservative  obses- 
sions which  were  given  their  heads 
during  the  1980s.  The  first  was  the 
encouragement  of  the  view  that  all 
regulations,  including  in  this  case, 
health  and  safety  regulations  in  the 
meat  industry,  were  a shackle  on  busi- 
ness. The  second  was  the  Conservative 
government’s  consistently  servile  atti- 
tude to  the  interests  of  the  agricultural 
lobby,  as  opposed  to  consumer  or  envi- 
ronmental interests,  not  least  through 
tite  CAP.  One  erf  the  upshots  was  the 
spectacular  spread  of  BSE  in  British 
cattle,  something  which  the  Conserva- 
tives have  always  belittled  and  failed  to 
, understand.  This  neglect  has  tainted 
the  British  meat  industry,  and  we  are. 
all  now  paying  the  price.  The  European 
ban  came  years  after  bans  by  America 
and  many  other  nations  which  went 
wholly  unremarked  by  the  party  and 
the  press.  But  the  Conservatives  have 
allowed  their  obsession  with  Europe  to 
blind  them  to  the  logic  of  consumer 
boycotts.  In  this  country,  BSE  has  not 
yet  been  eradicated.  Until  it  is,  consum- 
ers will  rightly  be  sceptical  of  stupid 
claims  that  British  beef  is  the  best  in 
the  world.  If  so,  heaven  help  the  world. 

Mr  Major’s  actions  are  those  of  a 
weak  leader.  The  great  danger  now  is 
that  when  his  threats  he  will  be 
weaker  still  and  allow  himself  to  be 
driven  by  his  party  into  even  more 
confrontational  positions  against 
Europe.  Increasingly,  the  logic  of.  the 
Government's  position  takes  it  towards 
withdrawal  from  Europe  altogether.  If 
Mr  Major  means  what  he  says,  June 
could  be  the  moment  when  the  rem- 
nants of  pre-Thatcherite  Conservatism 
are  finally  washed  away  by  the  rushing 
tide  of  Europhobia.  A jingo  election  in 
July?  Don't  bet  against  it 


Fundholders  in  the  dock 

No  queue  jumping  but  still  some  serious  shortcomings 


FOR  five  successive  years  Health  Secre- 
taries have  showered  praise  on  them. 
There  have  been  six  waves  of  fimdhold- 
ing  family  doctors.  They  now  cover 
over  half  the  population  of  the  country 

— GPs  with  their  own  budgets  to  cover 
drug  costs,  non  urgent  hospital  care, 
outpatient  treatment  and  community 
services.  But  until  yesterday  there  was  j 
no  comprehensive  analysis  of  their 
work.  That  is  the  first  indictment  of 
ministers,  who  not  only  introduced  an 
untried  and  untested  scheme  dreamed 
up  by  Kenneth  Clarke  on  holiday,  but 
refused  for  political  reasons  to  monitor 
what  potentially  could  be  the  biggest 
change  to  primary  health  care  since  the 
NHS  was  launched  50  years  ago.  Now 
the  Audit  Commission  has  completed  a 
review  which  shows  the  ministerial 
“success  story”  is  full  of  holes. 

Paradoxically,  the  report  finds  the 
most  common  criticism  of  fundholding 

— the  creation  of  a two-tier  NHS  system 
under  which  fundholders’  patients  with 
lower  clinical  needs  jump  ahead  of  non 
fundholders’  patients  — unfounded. 
The  fundholders  are  not  nearly  as 
sharp-elbowed  and  competitive  as  min- 
isters hoped  — or  the  BMA  feared. 
There  are  more  serious  shortcomings: 
excessive  administrative  costs,  poor 
practice  in  assessing  general  popula- 
tion needs,  a failure  to  survey  patient 
wishes  or  obtain  feedback  on  hospital 
treatment,  and  an  intense  wariness  in 
setting  priorities.  The  full  administra- 
tive expense  of  fundholding  is  not  ex- 
posed because  the  widely  reported  £230 


million  only  covers  extra  management 
and  computer  costs.  To  that  has  to  be 
added  the  extra  administrative  costs 
which  fundholders  generate  in  health 
authorities  and  hospitals.  One  damning 
example  deleted  from  an  earlier  leak 
showed  one  hospital  trust  was  spending 
four  times  as  much  negotiating  con- 
tracts with  13  fundholding  practices 
accounting  for  four  per  cent  of  its 
income  as  the  local  health  authority 
which  accounted  for  91  per  cent 
Stephen  Darrell  remained  unmoved 
yesterday.  Change  was  non  negotiable. 
Absurdly,  he  suggested  it  would  be  “a 
desertion  of  my  responsibilities  to  turn 
away  from  the  scheme”.  But  there  are  a 
score  of  ways  in  which  the  current 
scheme  could  be  improved.  It  will  be  a 
dereliction  of  his  duty  not  to  move.  The 
only  justification  for  the  large  addi- 
tional administrative  cost  is  demonstra- 
tive additional  benefits  to  patients. 
These  cannot  be  measured  at  the  mo- 
ment because  80  per  cent  offtmdholders 
fail  to  seize  the  chance  of  changing  the 
pattern  of  medical  treatment  which 
fundholding  offers.  Darrell  is  right 
when  he  insists  all  political  parties  — 
and  most  professionals  — have  long 
campaigned  for  a primary  care  led 
health  service.  Fundholders  have 
moved  the  NHS  towards  such  a system 
as  even  Labour,  with  its  alternative  GP 
commissioning  model,  concedes.  But 
Labour  has  no  timetable  for  change 
which  makes  the  reform  of  current 
faults  — including  underspent  and 
over-spent  budgets — even  more  urgent 
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available  is  a progressive  in- 
come tax.  A higher  rate  of  50 
pence  in  the  pound  could  be 
used  to  return  some  of  tee  tax 
Increases  suffered  by  those  on 
lower  incomes,  or  to  improve 
public  services.  Probably  hie 
only  reason.  Labour  has  not 
proposed  this  is  that  they 
have  experienced  the  cam- 
paign of  Tory  lies  and  distor- 
tions that  would  follow. 
Stephen  Baker. 
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regressive  distortions  which 

have  draw  90  ww*  damage  to 
our  economy. 
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9 Broadfends  Close, . 

London  N64AF. 

■ ORD  Hanson  claims  that 
bribe  state-run  car  industry 
collapsed  by  producing  cars 
which  nobody  wanted.  It  was 
under  private  ownership  that 
it  become  bankrupt,  and  it 


■ ORD  Hanson,  in  his  fan- 
btasy  on  potential  Conser- 
vative success  at  the  next 
election,  describes  £59.000  a 
year  as  not  being 'uncommon 
UK  constituting  great  wealth. 
It's  pretty  uncommon  round 
our  way  and  if  our  family  saw 
that  much  money  between  all 
of  us  we’d  be  celebrating. 

Tty  working  six  days  a 
week  (sometimes  seven)  for 
civroo  a year  and  you  might 
get  a little  closer  to  reality.  As 
it  is,  we  still  manage  on  such, 
and  only  have  to  worry  about 
more  elderly  relatives  trying 
to  survive  on  £3-4,000  a year 
pension.  Lord  Hanson  really 
does  live  on  another  world. 
Robert  Bracegirdle. 

X Sicklebohn  Drive, 
Stoneygate. 

Leicester  LE55TS. 

THE  article  is  based  on  a 

false  premise.  Xwi  T.fvtng- 

stone  may  be  encouraged  to 
share  his  views  with  Guard- 
ian readers,  but  will  have  no 
influence  over  the  contents  of 
Labour's  manifesto  (other 
than  a vote  dining  the  Roads 
to  the  Manifesto  process,  die 
same  as  fevery  other  party 
member).  The  equivalent  mis- 
take would  be  to  assume  that 
Teresa  Gorman  MP  Will  be 
writing  the  Conservative  pol- 
icy on  European  integration. 
Today  there  can  be  no  return 
to  tax  and  spend. 

Paul  Richards. 

109  Hammersmith  Bridge 
Road,  • 

London  W69D A. 


Howto  register  a reduction  in 
the  grirfttoll  of  child  abuse 

*1*'nwi  conviction  of  two  pae-  f to  explore  other  ways  of 
I dophUfis  tor  die  murder  having,  it  is  possible  to 


Learning  on  the  never-never 

Labour’s  student  loans  leave  a higher  education  shortfall 


Driven  crazy 

FROM  a case  which  came 
before  Chelmsford  (Essex) 
magistrates  in  November 
1880:  James  Wilson  of  Stock 
was  returning  from  London 
on  what  is  now  the  A12  with 
his  horse  and  cart  when  he 
passed  Robert  Simmons  and 
anotner  man  driving  a 
"Break”.  Soon  afterwards, 
Simmons  passed  Wilson  and 
then  pulled  up  sharply,  caus- 
ing Wilson  to  run  into  toe 
back  of  the  break. 

Wilson  offered  to  pay  tor 
any  Hama g«>  but  Simmons 
reftised  and  wanted  to  fight 
Wilson  would  not  fight  and 
drove  off.  so  Simmons  and  his 
associate  pursued  him,  cut- 
ting at  his  face  with  their 
whips.  At  toe  Shanfleld  turn- 
pike, Wilson  stopped  to  wash 
the  blood  off  his  face.  Sim- 
mons also  stopped  and  again 
challenged  Wilson  to  fight 
When  he  refused,  Simmons 
hit  him  in  toe  mouth  with  the 
butt  <rf  the  whip. 

Road  rage  is  nothing  new, 
and  the  historical  evidence 
suggests  that  it  has  little  to  do 
with  crowded  roads  or  toe 
pressures  of  modem  life. 

C JBearman. 

169  Avon  Road, 

Chelmsford. 

Essex  CM12LA. 


I HE  problem  of  road  rage 
1 cannot  be  solved  by  psy- 
chological fixes  any  more 
than  by  technical  ones  (How 
to  curb  the  rage;  Leader,  May 
21).  The  biggest  propaganda 
campaign  in  history,  car  ad- 
vertising. has  sold  toe  myth  ! 
that  car  use  is  tor  cans  to 
personal  liberate  id  en- 

hanced quality  ol  ■»,  and 
that  cars  are  a s.  ,<erior 
means  of  traospoi  TLa  real- 
ity is  that  travellii  * by  car  is 
an  experience  that  ii  deeply 
unnatural  and  hi  important 
respects  very  inferior  to  trav- 
elling by  bike  or  on  foot 
For  example,  motorists  are 
stuck  in  a slouching  position, . 
generally  boiled  in  summer 
and  frozen  in  winter  and  un- 
able to  exercise  to  keep  warm 


or  “let  off  steam**.  Their  abil- 
ity to  communicate  with 
others  is  massively  reduced. 
And  cars  are  so  unmanoeuv- 
ruble  and  fat  that  they  get 
stuck  behind  obstacles  that 
are  of  no  significance  what- 
ever to  cyclists  and  walkers. 
As  a cyclist  I fail  to  see  how 
motorists  are  to  be  envied. 
Robin  PM  Clarke. 

9 Augusta  Road, 

Moseley,  - - 

Birmingham  B13  8AJ. 

Please  include  a full  postal 
address,  even  on  e-mailed 
letters,  and  a daytime 
telephone  number.  We  may  edit 
letters:  shorter  ones  are  more 
likely  to  appear.  We  regret  wife 
cannot  acknowledge  those  not 
used. 


I dophfles  tor  toe  murder 
and  abuse  of  a small  boy 
raises  again  the  urgent  need 
the  Government  to  intro- 
duce a national  register  of 
n Mid  abusers.  It  is  a matter  of 
fact;  supported  by  research, 
that  abusers  of  children  often 
repeat  their  offences  despite 
convictions  and  lengthy 

prison  sentences.  . 

The  register  would  require 
convicted  child  abusers  to 
keep  toe  police  informed  of 
their  residence  and  work. 
There  would  be  sanctions  to 
ensure  that  there  was  no 
breach  of  these  conditions, 

nnd  Should  the  nffowlBrfail  fry 

meet  toe  requirements  then 
he  could  be  brought  back  be- 
fore the  courts.  I beleive  it 
would  be  necessary  to  apply 
these  requirements  retrospec- 
tively to  ensure  that  the  many 
abusers  already  convicted  are 
brought  within  the  system. 
Access  to  the  register  would 
be  available  to  potential 
employers. 

I see  no  legislative  or  ad- 
ministrative  barrier  to  creat- 
ing such  a register,  although 
there  would  be  some  costs  in 
its  pdaWiaiwnAHt  and  mainte- 
nance. However,  these  would 
be  minimal  in  comparison  to 
the  savings  in  human  misery, 
and  in  dfedical  and  psycho- 
logical help  needed  subse- 
quently by  toe  victims. 

Brian  Roycroft 
St  George’s  Terrace, 

Jesmond, 

Newcastle  upon 
TyneNE22SY. 

S/QUR  article  (Perversion 
I without  cure.  May  17) 
about  Grendon  Prison's  treat- 
ment of  sex  offenders  de- 
scribes us  as  a "sink  of  sexual 
perversion*'.  This  misses  toe 
purpose  and  the  efect  of  our 
work  with  serious,  dangerous 
and  damaging  offenders.  It  is 
important  in  our  approach  to 
address  with  offenders  their 
dysfunctional  behaviour  so 
that  we  sustain  their  motiva- 
tion to  change  and  they  be- 
come more  satisfactorily 
functioning  members,  of  soci- 
ety. Our  experience  has  been 
that,  with  the  staffs  skin  and 
care,  with  prisoners’  strength 
of  mind  and  with  toe  courage 


to  explore  other  ways  of  be- 
having, it  is  possible  to  de- 
velop a community  experi- 
ence which  . reduces 
reconviction  significantly 
and  which  prevents  potential 
victims  in  the  fixture.  Those 
working  in  Grendon,  staff  and 
prisoners,  are  not  Bihking  be- 
neath condemnation;  they  are 
rising  above  dismissal  in 
order  to  protect  society. 
TCNevrolL  • • • 
Governor, 

HM  Prisons  Grendon  and 
SpringMIl, 

Grendon  Underwood, 
Aylesbury, 

Backs  HP18  OIL. " ‘ ' 

YOUR  report  of  Timothy 
Morss  and  Brett  Tyler's 
crime  and  conviction  (A  grim 
fantasy  that  led  to  boy's  mur- 
der, May  17)  is  misleading. 
After  observing,  that  both 
mm  tied  to  the  Philippines 
following  tiie  crime,  it  states 
that  attempts  are  being  made 
to  curtail  the  activities  of  pae- 
dophiles through  the  Sexual 
Offences  (Conspiracy  and  In- 
citement) BilL  t,  . ■ 

In  fact,  this  BUI  dflate  only 
with  the  activities  of  the  mi- 
nuscule number  of  tour  oper- 
tors  who  promote  sex  tours 
which  conspire  to  facilitate  or 
incite . the  sexual  abuse  of 
children  abroad.  The  Govern- 
ment has  actually  refused  to 
enact  legislation  which  would 
allow  for  the  prosecution  of 
individual  paedophiles  who 
travel  independently  to 
countries  like  the  Philippines 
to  abuse  children  sexually. 

As  the  law  currently 
stands,  paedophiles  can  and 
do  abuse  children  abroad, 
then  arrive  back  in  Britain 
sometimes  with  video  evi- 
dence of  their  sexual  crimes 
and,  even  if  these  tapes  are 
discovered,  face  nothing  more 
than'  a charge  of  possessing 
pornography.  Indeed,  there 
are  many  men  in  Britain 
today  who  are  known  to  have 
sexually  abused  children 
abroad  and  yet  face  no  risk  of 
prosecution. 

(Dr)  Julia  O'Connell 
Davidson. 

Department  of  Sociology, 
University  of  Leicester. 
University  Road, 

Leicester  LE17RH. 


On  the  censorship  debate 


%J|ffILLIAM  Hethertngton  of 
II Housemans  Bookshop 
(Letters,  May  18)  responds 
disappointingly  to  A Baron’s 
previous  letter  (May  4)  on  its 
choice  erf  stock.  When  did  fas- 
cists and  Nazis  ever  care 
about  democracy?  Any 
organisation  or  way  of  think- 
ing which  can  make  people 
afraid  because  of  the  colour  of 
their  skin  or  sexual  orienta- 


tion or  religous  beliefs  does 
not  deserve  the  oxygen  of 
publicity.  It  must  be  correct 
to  say  "No  platform  for 
Nazis".  The  Social  Democrats 
id  Germany  made  the  mis- 
take of  allowing  free  speech 
and  that's  what  let  Hitler  fa, 
so  please  don't  misquote  Vol- 
taire at  me. 

Malcolm  Mitchell. 

London  SE20. 


TEN  years  ago  it  would  have  caused  a 
shock:  Labour  abandons  student  main- 
tenance grants  for  a new  system  of 
loans.  But  no  longer.  The  funding  crisis 
in  higher  education  is  too  serious  — and 
too  well  known  — far  even  the  National 
Union  of  Students  (NUS)  to  make 
Mickey  Mouse  protests.  To  his  credit, 
the  NUS  leader  welcomed  Labour's  plan 
yesterday,  noting  the  urgent  need  far  a 
fairer  system  of  student  support  Uni- 
versities in  the  UK  have  moved  from  an 
elite  to  a mass  system  of  higher  educa- 
tion but  failed  to  reform  the  grant 
system  on  the  way.  Part-timers,  who 
now  number  500,000,  are  still  ineligible 
for  grants  as  are  a growing  number  of 
older  students.  Even  toe  poorest  tradi- 
tional undergraduate  is  now  required  to 
cover  40  per  cent  of  the  cost  of  mainte- 
nance. Just  because  the  present  loan 
system  is  regressive  and  deters  students 
from  poorer  families  — as  even  toe 
Conservative  Political  Centre  concedes 


— should  not  rule  out  all  loan  systems. 
Labour’s  proposals  which  were  submit- 
ted to  the  Dealing  Committee  yesterday 
would  retain  a minimum  earnings 
threshhold  below  which  people  would 
not  be  required  to  pay  and  extends  the 
repayment  period  from  the  current  five 
to  20  years.  People  who  would  benefit 
would  be  students  (with  longer  repay- 
ment periods);  families  (who  no  longer 
would  be  expected  to  make  a parental 
contribution);  and  universities  — as 
long  as  tfre.El  -billion  saved  from  exist- 
ing grants. was  used  to  extend  access 
and  improve  facilities.  By  using  the 
National  Insurance  system  to  collect 
repayments,  the  scheme  would  drasti- 
cally reduce  current  administrative 
costs  and  dramatically  reduce  the 
chance  of  default.  Yet  Labour  is  still 
ducking  one  uncomfortable  Issue:  con- 
tributions to  tuition  fees.  Yesterday's 
plan  still  leaves  universities  seriously 
under-funded. 


Our  art  critics  visit  the  V&A  I Other  concerns 


BRAVING  lived  through  war 
■ land  air  raids,  I sometimes 
ask  myself  when  going 
through  the  Barbican  com- 
plex: what  happens  when 
bombs  fall  or  explode  here? 
How  can  people  be  saved 
when  buried  under  the  tum- 
bling masses  of  these  sky- 
scrapers? Daniel  Libesktnd’s 
design  for  the  V&A  extension 
is  for  .me  the  realisation  of 
thift  nightmare. 

M Illingworth. 

103  Station  Road, 

New  Barnet,  Herts  EN5  IPX. 

IN  THE  shadow  of  the  high- 
minded  debate  an  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  V&A’s  £42 
million  extension,  it  is  being 
overlooked  that  the  projected 
admission  charges  will,  far 
many,  put  the  interior  itself 
totally  out  Of  bounds. 
Nicholas  Tooley. 

22  Gainsborough  Road, 

Ipswich. 

Suffolk  IP42XG. 


I STACKED  several  card- 
board boxes  outside  for  rub- 
bish collection  which  I saw 
later  had  been  partially 
crushed.  I could  not  think 
what  it  reminded  me  of  until  I 
read  Deyan  Sudjic’s  article 
(May  20).  A similar  fate 
struck  ' me  as  not 
inappropriate. 

E T Shepherd. 

Oak  Cottage, 

Stoke  Close,  . 

Stoke  D’Abernon, 

Cobham.  Surrey  KTX1 3AE. 

I WAS  interested  to  see  Libes- 
kind’s  design  for  the  V&A 
extension  described  as  “an  Ar-  i 
iadne’s  thread”.  My  reooDec-  I 
tion  of  the  story  is  imprecise. 
Did  Ariadne  drop  her  thread 
and  then.  attempting  to  find  it, 
mairp  me  ViaTI  of  a mess’in  a 

pile  of  cardboard  boxes? 

VWrwfa  Horywi 
3 Egerton  Drive, 

Upton,  . . 

Chester  CH22JE-  I 


1 A /HAT  a sense  of  propor- 
V V tion  our  TV  supremos 
display.  Nine  days  of  solemn 
music  and  “tasteful  program- 
ming’* when  a nonagenarian 
dies  after  a lifetime  of  wealth 
and  privilege  (With  deepest 
regret,  G2,  May  20),  while  the 
slaughter  of  a classroom  of 
five-year-olds  and  their 
teacher  merits  the  postpone- 
ment of  a James  Bond  film. 
Sarah  Ponsford. 

1 Woocflane  Close. 

Bnundaan,  Alregford. 

Bants  S024QJR. 

JAMBS  HamUton-Pater- 
son’s  nauseating  attempt 
to  prove  that  his  palate  is 
more  catholic  and  cosmopoli- 
tan than  anyone  elses  (Out- 
look, May  18)  is  nothing 
short  of  barbarism.  Perhaps 
this  is  merely  an  attempt  to 

boost  your  mail-bag. 

Leo  Lyons. 

49  Daventry  Street, 

London  NWl  STD. 


A Country  Diary 


SOUTHERN  CHILTERNS: 

The  unrelenting  cold  winds 

as  bleak  from  the  south  as 

they  are  from  the  north  

seem  to  be  . driving  spring 
back  into  winter.  On  high 
ground  the  cherry  blossom 
appeared  snuggled  deep 
amongst  the  foliage.  Bunches 
of  embryonic  oak  leaves  litter 
the  ground.  And  bluebells  — 
six  weeks  late  in  many  places 
— are  being  so  smothered  by 
shoals  of  more  cold-tolerant 
goosegrass  that  the  flowers 
have  the  look  of  some  sub- 
merged blue  seaweed.  But 
most  species  seem  to  be  cop- 
ing rattier  wefl.  The  local  red 
kites,  needless  to  say,  are 
oblivious  to  the  wind.  They 
toy  with  it,  threading  their 
way  between  chimney  pots 
and  tall  beeches  with  their 
forked  tails  doing  fhrious  rud- 
der-work. Today,' I saw  three 
floating -in  procession,  head- 
on  to  tii?  wind,  above  the 
ridge  woods  south  of  Ibstone. 
Past  them,  in  the  opposite 
direction,  streaked  my  first 
hobby  of  the  year.  In  one  of 


these  woods  there  was  a plant 
I couldn’t  recognise.  It  was  a 
dead-nettle  of  some  sort;  with 
flaccid  stems  more  than  afoot 
tall,  and  buds  stm  tight  shut  I 
toought  Td  discovered  some 
rare  hemp-nettle  — until  it 
dawned  on  me  that  the  prod- 
igy was  simply  a yellow  arch- 
angel whose  leafy  growth  had 
outstripped  that  of  its  be- 
numbed flowers.  But  the  most 
noartaning  adaptation  was  on 
tne  way  home,  fa  a spell  of 
sunshine  I spotted  a group  of 
house  martins  hawking  for 
tosecte  in  the  lea  of  a wooded, 
south-facing  hill.  There 
seemed  to  be  about  a scare  of 
jnem,  but  when  I looked 
though  binoculars  I could 
see  that  there  were  uncount- 
able hundreds,  fa  a loose. 

boiling  mass  that  stretched 

So  tilS.E8 e’Hne  aw»y 

into  the  distance.  We  project 
own  seasonal  depression 
®°°  Busily  on  to  the  natural 
world.  If  house  martins  ran 
cope  with  spring  in  the 
mie2Qr,  anything  is  possible. 

RICHARD  MABEY 
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I!^G»rardian  Wednesday  May  22  1996 


Diary 


_MafflT^Norrnan 

WONDROUS  news. 
Our  old  friend 
Derek  Thompson, 
'•TV's  Tbozmno  (45).  appears 
on  Gve  pages  of  Hello!  mag. 
azine-with  fiancee  Julie 
Comey.  The  pictures  are 
fabulous  (unopened  pre- 
sents in  Harrods  boxes.  ca- 
sually strewn  around  his 
•plush  apartment**;  Julie 
cuddling  a lamb— so  natu- 
ral — on  a racetrack),  and 
most  touches  me  is 
TV  Thommo's  account  of 
bow.  at  Doncaster,  he  saw 
Julie  for  the  first  time.  “She 
was  the  most  beautiful  girl 
Td  ever  seen  in  my  life.”  he 

confides.  “I  was  very  busy 
sol  sent  my  floor  manager 
over  to  her  with  a note . . 
You  can  almost  hear  the 
theme  from  Love  Story, 
cantyou?  We  may  dip  fur- 
ther into  the  interview  in 
the  future.  As  for  the  wed- 
ding, although  an  invitation 
has  not  arrived  for  Steptoe 
— Thommo's  conqueror  in 
last  summer’s  Great  Tip- 
ster Stakes —the  West 
Highland  terrier  has  no  in- 
tention of  being  absent  at 
Bury  St  Edmonds  Church  at 
1 lam  on  June  22.  However, 
the  dog  cannot  decide  what 
to  buy  the  couple,  since 
their  wedding  list  is  avail- 
able only  on  an  0891  phone 
line,  at  49p  per  minute. 


Telling  the  truth 
about  older  women 


Commentary 


Catherine 

Bennett 


IN  honour  of  his  TV 
return  next  week.  Radio 
Times  has  a 16-page  sec- 
tion on  Dr  Who.  One  former 
Tlmelord  says  he’d  love  to 
reprise  the  part,  but  is  wor- 
ried about  the  Venusian  ka- 
rate. “I  might  find  it  diffi- 
cult kicking  somebody 
under  the  chin,"  says  Jon 
Pertwee. 

■■■RAN SPORT  minister 
■ Shagger  Norris  is 
I likely  to  resign  this 
summer  so  he  can  publish 
his  memoirs  in  October — 
and  no  wonder,  since  his  ad- 
vance. we  learn,  is  £100,000. 
He  is  so  pleased,  in  fact  that 
he  is  advising  others  with 
reputations  for  Tutnghrtmxre 
to  write  their  own.  As  for 
Shagger  himself,  the  one 
thing  said  to  be  troubling 
him  is  whether  or  not  to 
paint  a full  portrait  of  his 
former  boss  at  Transport 
Brian  Mawhinney,  as  “a 
bumbling  and  indecisive 
buffoon”. 

I NOTE  from  the  TV  that 
Gerry  Adams  has  a glo- 
rious snntan  (with 
which  he  looks  a bit  like  a 
Muslim  fundamentalist). 
We  wondered  if  he  might 
have  been  away  on  holiday 
(the  Middle  East  is  very 
nice  at  the  moment),  bet 
apparently  not.  “He  hasn’t 
been  anywhere,”  says  the 
Sinn  Fein  press  office. 

“He’s  just  a nice  colour.” 
Aha. . 

SUCH  is  the  frantic 
media  demand  for 
him,  with  his  book 
now  out  In  paperback,  that 
Terry  Major-Ball  has  been 
out  of  contact  for  a week, 
and  I am  forced  to  follow  his 
activities  in  the  news- 
papers. He  was  on  the  front 
page  of  the  Liverpool  Echo’s 
weekend  supplement,  look- 
ing a touch  sombre  while 
bolding  a garden  gnome, 
but  in  revelatory  mood. 
Terry  confesses  that  he 
recently  travelled  on  a 125 
train  for  the  first  time,  and 
also  that  he  has  broken  a 
decade  on  the  wagon  with  a 
pint  of  shandy  in  a pub. 
Whether  It  was  bitter  or 
lager  shandy,  he  does  not 
say:  but  then  it  is  important 
never  to  relinquish  the  last 
vestiges  of  mystique. 

THE  launch  party  for. 
Terry’s  book  Major. 

Major  is  tomorrow 
evening,  and  the  Diary  is 
torn  between  that  event  and 
another.  For  RaUtrack  is 
bolding  a party  to  celebrate 
its  “successful"  flotation  at 
the  Natural  History  Mu- 
seum. Shareholders  will  be 

pleased  to  learn  that  the  do 
will  not  threaten  future 
dividends:  it  is  the  taxpayer 
who  will  pick  np  the  £30.000 
bill. 


MEANHWILE,  South- 
West  Trains,  the 
first  railway  com- 
pany to  be  privatised,  has 
excelled  itself  It  has  de- 
cided to  dose  Twickenham 
station  this  Saturday,  when 
the  Bath  versus  Wigan 

inter-code  rugby  match  is 
held  at  the  stadium.  This 
means  travellers  will  be 
able  to  go  to  the  station  and 
change  trains,  and  can  even 
buy  a cap  of  tea,  but  will 
under  no  circumstances  be 
allowed  outside  to  go  to  the 
match.  Sooth-West’s 
reasoning  is  so  simple,  it's 
unanswerable:  because  of 
the  game,  there  will  simply 
be  too  many  passengers. 

Genius. 


NATURISTS.  lechers 
and  admirers  of 
Jerry  Hall,  will  find 
an  unexpected  treat 
on  page  147  of  the  latest  issue 
of  Vogue.  Here.  Mrs  Mick  Jag- 
ger  is  revealed  in  a state  of 
dismaying  disorder.  Although 
her  bra  remains  in  place,  her 
knickers  have  come  adrift, 
and  settled  well  below  the 
organs  of  generation,  a mis- 
hap which  seems  to  cause  the 
model  nothing  but  satisfac- 
tion. Although  the  photo- 
graph has  an  undeniable  im- 
pact on  the  viewer,  it  is  hard 
to  know  why  it  is  there,  or 
what  it  is  for. 

Possibly  Vogue  is  hoping  to 
tickle  the  jaded  palates  of  Sun 
readers  who  have  tired  of 
their  monotonous  diet  of  bo- 
soms. Perhaps  it  wishes  us  to 
muse,  a la  King  Lear,  that  un- 
accommodated Jerry  is  but 
such  a poor,  bare,  forked  ani- 
mal. Should  we  marvel  at  the 
consistently  voyeuristic  feats 
of  that  grizzled  artiste,  David 
Bailey?  Or  fantasise  about  the 


fulfilling  home  life  that  is  Mr 
and  Mrs  Jagger'S?  If  the  snap 
aspired  only  to  astonish,  it 
has  succeeded.  Under  a front 
page  headline,  the  Sun  slob- 
bered at  “No-Knlckers  Jerry’s 
Shock  Photo",  regretfully 
concluding:  “It  Is  a picture 
which  the  Sun  could  never 
print  in  a family  newspaper.” 
Even  in  the  Guardian,  with 
its  liberal  ways,  and  consider- 
able nudist  following,  repro- 
duction of  the  “shock  photo” 
would  certainly  lead  to  com- 
plaints from  our  more  old- 
fashioned  or  shyer  readers. 

But  Vogue  is  at  pains  to 
present  this  little  feast  of 
flesh  as  a wholesome,  healthy 
enterprise.  The  photographs 
of  Hall,  and  three  other  semi- 
naked  women,  are  introduced 
as  a feature  cm  “real  women 
with  real  body  hang-ups”. 
Presumably  female  readers 
are  meant  to  inspect  the 
photographs,  observe  that 
even  the  bodies  of  models  and 
actresses  do  not  conform  to 
VJtruvian  standards  of  perfec- 
tion. and  feel  consoled  about 
their  own  physical  short- 
comings. When  Jerry  Hall  ad- 
mits to  feeling  awful  when 
younger  models  go  “floating 
around  and  I come  out  look- 
ing like  a squashed  sausage”, 
the  common  reader  Imagines 
that  this  is  exactly  how  she 
would  feel  backstage  at  the 
collections,  and  feistily  drops 
her  own  knickers  in  sympa- 
thetic sisterhood.  Such  pub- 


lic-spirited claims  have  be- 
come the  routine  justification 
for  photo-shoots  of  naked 
women  which  might  other- 
wise appear  pointless,  or  vul- 
gar. or  even  pornographic. 

, Far  from  being  exploitative, 
nudity  is  presented  as  posi- 
tively, admirably  feminist  At 
last  leading  models  and  ac- 
tresses are  endorsing  the 
seventies  slogan.  Our  bodies, 
Our  selves! 

A recent  stripshow  in  Es- 
quire was  commended  by  our 
senior  feminist,  Germaine 
Greer.  ‘Tve  been  saying  for 
some  time  that  it  would  be  a 
great  help  to  women  if  men’s 
magazines  showed  pictures  of 
older  women’s  bodies,”  she 
said.  “They  age  mnch  more 
slowly  than  their  faces,  so  it 
might  dispel  young  men’s 
phobias  if  they  actually  saw 
what  they  are  going  to  get” 
in  Esquire,  young  men’s  pho- 
bias were  dispelled  by  nude 
photographs  of  three  ac- 
tresses, none  In  her  first,  or 
even  second  youth. 

What  could  you  see?  Well, 
Felicity  Kendal  appended  her 
body  to  a blue  pole,  which 
concealed  her  primary  sexual 
characteristics  while  allow- 
ing viewers  to  admire  the  im- 
pressive condition  of  her  hips 
and  thighs.  Jane  Asher,  the 
actress  and  confectioner,  cov- 
ered her  shame  with  a news- 
paper, but  permitted  a gener- 
ous eyeful  of  her  legs,  which 
had  clearly  been  plunged  into 


formaldehyde  the  last  hiw> 
the  Beaties  reached  number 
one.  Fiona  Fullerton  resorted 
to  body-painting.  The  idea, 
according  to  Fullerton,  was  to 
prove  that  "one  can  have  a 
thriving  career  and  look  ter- 
rific after  39”.  She  was  indig- 
nant when  the  pictures  «»mp 
out  “with  no  copy  whatso- 
ever. No  mention  of  actresses 
tf’un  certain  age",  or  of  why 
we  were  photographed  In  that 
way.  It  made  no  sense  at  alL” 
Felicity  Kendal  has  also 
grumbled  that  her  nudity  was 
featured  “completely  out  of 
context”,  for  all  the  world  as 
if  a different  context  would 
I have  led  to  her  nakedness  ' 
being  gawped  at  in  a quite  dif- 
ferent — medical?  anthropo- 
logical? — way.  One  feels  that 
Kendal  and  Fullerton  are  ask- 
ing a lot  of  Esquire  and  its 
readers.  As  Kenneth  dark  ad- 
mitted, in  his  classic  work  on 
the  nude,  “No  nude,  however 
abstract,  should  fail  to  arouse 
in  the  spectator  some  vestige 
erf  erotic  feeling . . 
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Moreover,  such 
nude  photographs 
of  older  women 
rarely  succeed  in 
tbelr  higher  purpose,  of  ad- 
vertising the  imperishability 
of  female  beauty.  On  the  con- 
trary, they  are  all  too  often 
comical,  pathetic,  or  both  at 
the  same  time.  Both  Vivienne 
Westwood  and  Shirley  Con- 
ran have  been  ridiculed  for 
their  moments  of  high- 
minded  exhibitionism;  even 
their  more  conventionally  al- 
luring juniors  in  Vogue  and 
Esquire  displayed  enough 
squashy  and  blurry  skin  to 
arouse  more  alarm  than  emu- 
lation among  women  readers: 
these  pictures  show  that  even 
a life  devoted  to  bodily  preser- 
vation cannot  preserve  skin- 
tone;  age  does  wither. 

Among  our  more  free- 
thinking  actresses,  egregious 
nudity  is  defended  as  a liber- 
ating activity  in  the  progres- 


sive tradition  of  the  Blooms- 
bury Group  and  of  George 
Bernard  Shaw,  the  Fabians’ 
premier  stripper.  Shaw,  who 
was  justly  proud  of  his  »li™ 
figure,  often  immortalised  his 

charms,  most  memorably  in  a 
photographic  version  of  Ro- 
din’s Le  Penseur.  The  actress 
Emma  Thompson,  who  con- 
siders nudity  “freeing",  posed 
naked  — but  arty  as  anything 
— in  the  manner  of  Velas- 
quez's Rokeby  Venus.  This 
noble  rear  view,  described  by 
the  Hines  in  1906  as  “abso- 
lutely natural  and  absolutely 
pure”  was  also  favoured  by 
the  attentions  of  Mary  Rich- 
ardson. the  suffragette,  when 
she  took  her  little  chopper  to 
foe  National  Gallery.  “I  didn’t 
like  the  way  men  visitors  to 
the  gallery  gaped  at  it  all 
day.”  she  explained  later. 

As  they  could  not,  surely, 
be  engaged  in  straightforward 
tl filiation,  perhaps  this  new 
procession  of  naked  ladies  is 
committed  to  the  same 
struggle  as  feminist  artists:  to 
claim  the  right  to  self-repre- 
sentation, and  to  challenge 
the  pernicious  male  gaze? 
But.  as  these  artists  have 
found,  such  challenges  are 
fraught  with  difficulties.  Can 
men  tell  when  their  voyeuris- 
tic, fetishislng  gaze  is  being 
subverted?  And  if  they  can, 
does  it  really  interfere  with 
their  curiosity? 

For  some  women  artists, 
the  solution  has  been  to  over- 
turn “normative  categories  of 
the  female  body”,  with  repre- 
sentations of  nudes  looking  as 
nasty  as  possible.  Others  have 
simply  given  up  female  nu- 
dity as  a bad  job.  Perhaps  our 
older  actresses  and  models 
should  do  the  same?  The  pros- 
pect of  these  ageing  women 
grimly  claiming  the  proper- 
ties of  youth  is  neither  inspin 
ing  nor  dignified,  but  the  vi- 
sual equivalent  erf  HRT:  it 
merely  confirms  that  it  has 
become  impossible  for  a wom- 
an to  grow  old  gracefully. 


D’Yer  wanna  be 
a spaceman  and 
live  in  the  sky? 


Tom  Hodgkinson 
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John  Major  versus  Europe:  what  happens  next?  John  Palmer  argues  that  the  EU  will 
play  for  time;  below,  Edwina  Currie  (left)  and  Teddy  Taylor  assess  the  impact 

The  lone  ranger 


V A <3®. 


BRITAIN’S  Euro- 
pean Union  part- 
ners appear  dis- 
tinctly underwhel- 
med by  John 
Major’s  threat  to  paralyse  the 
working  of  the  EU  if  rapid 
progress  is  not  made  in  lifting 
the  beef  ban.  It  is  not  difficult 
to  see  why.  For  all  his  fierce 
words  in  the  Commons,  Ma- 
jor’s declarations  now  carry 
as  much  credibility  in  other 
EU  capitals  as  if  they  bad 
been  uttered  by  the  Grand 
Old  Duke  of  York. 

The  specific  threat  to  with- 
draw British  "goodwill”  in 
foe  delicate  Inter-governmen- 
tal negotiations  taking  place 
in  the  Maastricht  treaty 
i review  conference,  will 
arouse  more  amusement  than 
indignation.  When  it  comes  to 
proposals  for  a closer  Euro- 
pean Union,  the  UK  govern- 
ment has  shown  precious  lit- 
tle goodwill  of  anykind  to 
date.  Major  took  every  opp- 
portunlty  to  underline  his  de- 
termination to  block  any  seri- 
ous reform  of  the  EU 
institutions  long  before  the 
British  BSE  fiasco  ever  be- 
came public. 

The  simple  truth  is  that,  as 
far  as  the  future  evolution  of  | 
the  EU  is  concerned,  the  other 
members  have  long  since 
given  up  on  this  Government.  | 
That  is  why  Chancellor  Kohl,  | 
President  Chirac  and  the 
other  EU  leaders  are  recon- 
ciled to  delaying  a Maas- 
tricht-treaty  IGC  agreement 
until  after  the  next  British 
general  election. 

The  other  14  EU  govern- 
ments have  already  begun  to 
try  and  resolve  their  own  dis- 
agreements about  issues  such 
as  majority  voting,  more  pow- 
ers for  the  European  Parlia- 
ment and  the  .ftrture  trf  Euro- 
pean security  and  defence 
without  worrying  too  much 
about  the  British.The  Irish 
government,  which  takes 
over  the'  six-monthly  rotating 
presidency  of  the  EU  at  the 
end  of  next  month,  has  al- 
ready pencilled  In  the  likeli- 
hood of  a full-scale  IGC  con- 
frontation with  the  British 

before  the  end  cS  tins  year. 

The  gameplan  is  to  con- 
tinue the  talking  until  Tony 


Blair  takes  over  in  Downing 
Street  and  then  begin  a seri- 
ous bid  to  finalise  a compro- 
mise agreement  with  London 
by  the  middle  of  next  sum- 
mer. The  feet  that  Major  has 
now  linked  foe  IGC  threat  to 
the  beef  issue  will  change 
nothing  in  the  contingency 
planning  of  foe  other  EU 
leaders. 

Nor  will  the  prime  minis- 
ter’s threat  to  turn  the  Flor- 
ence EU  beads-of-government 
summit  next  month  into  an- 
other BSE  talkathlon  cause 
them  much  loss  of  sleep.  The 
EU  summit  in  Turin  last 
March  was  itself  hijacked  by 
the  British  beef  issue.  His  fel- 
low summiteers  will  leave  it 
to  John  Major  to  decide  how 
much  erf  foe  time  earmarked 
at  Florence  for  discussion  of 
issues  such  as  unemployment 


is  preempted  by  yet  another 
reiteration  of  the  British  case 
on  the  beef  ban.  Makar  does 
have  it  in  his  power  to  block 
any  formal  conclusions  by  the 
Florence  summit  But  other 
EU  leaders  — notably  succes- 
sive Greek  prime  ministers  — 
have  tried  foe  same  trick  in 
past  summits  with  little  last- 
ing effect  All  that  would  hap- 
pen is  that  the  other  14  leaders 
would  issue  their  own  set  of 
conclusions  on  everything 
from  Bosnia  and  foe  post-pres- 
idential election  situation  in 
Russia  to  jobs  and  foe  IGC  — 
leaving  Major  to  dissent  in 
any  way  he  chooses. 

The  British  government  can 
undoubtedly  cause  adminis- 
trative havoc  in  day-today  EU 
business  by  blocking ' abso- 
lutely every  decision  which 
requires  the  unanimous  ap- 


proval of  all  IS  governments. 
An  early  victim  of  the  new 
spirit  of  Whitehall  hloodymin- 
dedness  may  well  be  an  EU 
technical  company-law  proto- 
col dealing  with  solvency 
I issues,  which  merely  awaits  a 
British  signature.  The  trouble 
Is  that  this  is  an  agreement 
which  the  UK  has  wanted 
rather  more  than  same  other 
countries. 

, The  British  Government’s 
propensity  to  shoot  itself  In 
the  foot  as  it  tries  to  get  tough 
will  be  tested  time  and  again 
in  Brussels,  hi  their  anxiety  to 
appease  foe  Tory  Euroscep- 
tics, Major’s  advisers  may  not 
have  allowed  for  the  number 
of  EU  dedsons  which  Britain 
has  Initiated  or  worked  hard 
for,  which  could  now  fell  foul 
of  Britain’s  own  veto.  After 
all,  any  proposed  EU  legisla- 


tion which  requires  unanim- 1 
rty  — as  opposed  to  decision  I 
by  qualified  majority  vote  — ; 
will  anyway  have  been  drafted 
to  suit  British  interests.  , 
Although  weary  of  file  Gov- , 
ernmenfs  blow-hot,  blow-cold 
rhetoric  on  EU  issues  and  per- 
plexed at  the  sheer  chaos 
which  has  characterised  its 
attempts  to  come  to  grips  with 
foe  BSE  epidemic,  the  rest  of 
foe  EU  still  wants  to  help. 
There  is  a reasonable  chance 
that  the  ban  on  some  of  the 
beef  derivatives  will  anyway 
be  lifted  soon.  But  Major's 
lurch  towards  confrontation 
win  make  it  more  difficult  for 
even  the  best  disposed  cf  his 
EU  allies  to  overcome  foe 
deepeeated  suspicions  cf  their 
beef-consuming  public.  And 
on  that  the  lifting  of  the  over- 
all berf  ban  still  depends. 


Madness  to  bash  our  partners  We’re  on  a rollercoaster  out 
when  we  could  be  coaxing  of  the  Euro-nightmare 


The  chap  next  to  me 
yelled:  “Go  fix’  it  Johnl” 
as  Prime  Minister  an- 
nounced his  policy  of  nan- 
cooperation  with  Europe. 
“Sort  ’em  ontT'  I turned  to 
my  neighbour  in  surprise, 
ffis  constituency  is  -on  the 
Kent  coast;  his  voters  earn 
good  money  in  tourism.  If 
anybody  gains  from  close 
links  with  Europe,  it’s  him. 

To  me,  some  of  my  Tory 
MP  colleagues  have  taken 
leave  of  their  senses.  Here 
we  are,  with  a worldwide 
bam  mi  the  sale  of  our  beef. 
We  have  lost  about  £600  mil- 
lion of  export  business.  The 
Prime  Minister  is  keen-  to 
get  the  official  EC  ban  lifted, 
and  of  course  be  is  right. 
Both  I and  my  Derbyshire 
farmers  . feel  exactly  the 
same  way.  The  question  is 
whether  yelling  abuse  at  the 
Europeans  is  going  about  it 
the  right  way.  In  my  opinion 
it  pnTI  ohty  mutters 

worse  and  weaken  our  posi- 
tion in  the  long  term. 

For  the  first  time  in  our 
history,  it  appears,  we  will 
be  reduced  to  observer ! 
status  in  the  negotiation 


rooms  of  Europe.  What  the 
hell  is  foe  Prime  Minister 
playing  at?  I can  see  his 
point  and  fed  sympathetic, 
i but  this  changed  approach  is 
exactly  the  opposite  of  what 
we  should  be  doing. 

The  last  person  who  tried 
these  tricks  was  General  de 
Gaulle.  He  stormed  out  of 
meetings  in  the  late  60s. 
They  Ignored  Ms  absence 
and  got  on  with  business. 
The  next  time  he  put  his 
case  to  the  French  people  in 
a referendum,  in  1969.  they 
! voted  no;  he  resigned  soon 
: afterwards. 

John  Major  should 
remember  that  recent  opin- 
ion polls  show  that  twice  as 
many  British  voters  blame 
file  Government  for  the  beef 
crisis  as  Mama  the  EU.  In 
political  terms,  bashing 
Bnrope  is  not  good  news.  In 
trade  terms  it  could  be  a 
disaster.  In  diplomatic  ; 
terms  it  is  a reversal  of 
everything  the  British  have  1 
stood  for  since  the  war. 

Edwina  Currie,  Conservative  MP 
for  Derbyshire  South,  Is  a member 
of  the  European  Movement 


EBJTHEN  I arrived  at  foe 
W Commons  yesterday 
i after  addressing  the  Rochfotd 
NFU  (following  a nice  British 
beef  lunch),  1 gained  the  im- 
pression that  a mighty  event 
had  occurred.  Four  of  the  new 
Eurosceptics  rushed  to  meet 
me,  one  even  trying  to  hug 
me,  and  cried:  “It's  fantas- 
tic... It’s  really  going  our 
way  now."  They  certainly  be- 
lieved that  the  Government 
was  now  on  a rollercoaster  j 
which  would  lead  Britain  out ; 
of  the  European  nightmare. 

I bad  just  assured  the  Roch- 
ford  formers  that  because  cf . 
the  surrender  of  powers  to  foe 
EU,  the  only  action,  available 
to  foe  Government  was  to 
send  chocolates  and  flowers 
to  the  wives  of  the  current 
Euro-bosses  In  the  hope  that 
they  might  be  kinder  to  Brit- 
ain a bit  sooner. 

It  is  possible  that  foe  non- 
cooperation  option  may  con- 
sist of  little  in  practice,  but  at 
least  it  can  be  sold  to  an 
agitated  House  of  Commons. 
The  saddest  message  of  yes- 
terday is  the  brutal  confirma- 
tion that  there  is  little  which 
the  UK  Government  and  Par- 


liament cart  do  about  any- 
thing these  days.  Britain  has 
been  treated  with  contempt 
by  other  Eurostates  over  the 
beef  crisis,  but  foe  only  legal 
vehicle  available  to  us  is  to  go 
to  the  Euro-court,  which  will 
’ take  at  least  a year  to  maki* 
up  its  mind  and  almost  cer- 
tainly reject  our  complaint 

In  my  surgeries  I recently 
had  a lively  group  of  enthusi- 
asts complaining  about  the 
cruelties  of  live  ankiwi  ex- 
ports. 1 had  to  tell  them  that 
even  If  every  MP  wanted  to 
ban  the  trade,  we  had  no 
power.  The  fishermen  came 
to  see  me.  I bad  to  explain 
that  decisions  on  catches 
were  made  by  the  Council  of 
Ministers. 

What  can  we  do?  We  could 
have  the  power  to  demand  foe 
restoration  of  derision-mak- 
ing if  the  Government  could 
secure  the  clear  authority  of 
most  voters  in  a referendum. 
Until  then,  chocolates,  flow- 
ers'and  unspecified  non-coop- 
eration are  our  only  constitu- 
tional weapons. 

Sir  Teddy  Taylor  is  Conservative 
MP  for  Southend  East  ' 


WHOEVER  said  that 
young  people  were 
apathetic  and  unam- 
bitious? I have  just  returned 
from  a meeting  with  three 
young  representatives  cf  an 
organisation  called  the 
Association  of  Autonomous 
Astronauts,  or  AAA. 
Equipped  with  no  money  but 
a big  dream,  the  AAA  have  a 
simple  programme:  space 
travel  in  foe  community  by 

the  year  2000. 

For  those  of  you  who  are 
thinking  that  foe  idea  erf 
building  a spaceship  in  your 
back  yard  may  be  taking  the 
DIY  ethic  a little  for,  read  on. 
These  people  are  serious,  but 
they’re  not  talking  about 
space  exploration  as  we  know 
it  Assembled  in  the  Clerken- 
well  pub,  not  for  from  the 
Guardian's  offices,  are  three 
conspiratorial  twentysomefo- 
ings:  John  Eden,  a North  Lon- 
don charity  worker  by  day; 
Paul  Nomex.  who  “works 
with  frequencies”  and  orga- 
nises raves;  and  Jason  Skeet, 
a shaven-headed  ex-toilet 
cleaner  and  auto-didact  who 
is  now  flili-time  press  officer 
for  the  Inner  City  branch  of 
the  AAA,  one  of  foe  eleven 
AAA  groups  that  have  ap- 
peared across  Europe  in  the 
past  year  (there  are  two  in 
Paris  and  one  in  Italy). 

And  as  if  that  wasn’t 
enough,  the  AAA  have  a 
philosophical  mission  to 
change  the  very  way  we  think 
about  the  world.  "As  well  as 
looking  at  practical  means  by 
which  we  might  liberate  tech- 
nology to  build  spaceships,” 
says  Skeet,  “we’re  also  look- 
ing at  creating  more  emanci- 
patory ways  Of  thinking.  We 
question  the  divide  between 
inner  and  outer  space.  How 
does  it  prevent  us  from  think- 
ing autonomously?  So  we’re 
trying  to  explode  that  and 
create  a new  way  of  thinking 
about  space  travel  and  a new 
concept  trf  space.” 

When  queried  on  the  practi- 
cal progress  of  their  mission, 
the  AAA  like  to  cite  the  exam- 
ple of  Steve  Bennett,  who,  on 
February  2 this  year,  success- 
fully launched  a rocket 
named  Starchaser  2 nearly 
2,000  feet  into  the  sky  above 
the  Northumberland  Moors. 
A major  component  of  foe 
fuel  was  sugar,  and  the  pro- 1 
ject  was  partly  sponsored  by  | 
Tate  & Lyle. 

The  AAA  philosophy  is  out- 
lined in  their  recently ' 
released  first  annual  report  i 
an  elegantly  produced  self- 
published  pamphlet  outlining 
the  core  ideas,  hi  foe  report, 
Skeet  declares  an  information 
war  on  Nasa.  Nasa  is  foe 
enemy  because  it  represents 


all  the  attitudes  that  the  AAA 
are  trying  to  overturn.  “As  a 
government-funded  space 
agency,  they  are  organised  in 
a very  corporate,  hierarchi- 
cal, centralised  way.”  Like 
many  members  of  their  gen- 
eration, the  AAA  see  informa- 
tion-sharing networking 
groups  as  the  path  to  auton- 
omy and  freedom,  in  contrast 
to  the  hierarchical  informa- 
tion-retentive work  practices 
more  common  among  mem- 
bers of  the  baby-boomer 
generation. 

Says  John  Eden:  “We  are 
opposed  to  Nasa,  because,  op- 
erating under  the  guise  of 
public  security  — whatever 
that  is  — they  hide  informa- 
tion. We  don’t  know  what 
weaponry  exists.  We  find  it 
totally  abhorrent  that  ordi- 
nary people  are  paying  for 
them,  through  their  taxes,  to 
go  out  into  space  and  then 
they  do  not  tell  us  what 
they’re  doing.  We  think  that 
information  should  be  shared 
and  that’s  foe  only  way  to 
progress.” 

But  space  travel  for  the 
AAA  doesn’t  necessarily  in- 
volve sending  physical  beings 
into  physical  space.  “You  can 
explore  space  just  as  easily 
plugged  into  the  Internet,” 
says  John  Eden,  “or  sitting  in 
your  room,  meditating,  star- 
ing at  the  ceiling  or  getting  off 
your  face  on  drugs.”  Or,  as 
the  Tao  text  the  Lao  Tzu  puts 
it  “He  never  looks  out  of  his 
window  Yet  he  fathoms  the 
Way  of  Heaven.”  Or,  in  the 
words  of  George  Harrison: 
“Without  going  out  of  my 
room  1 can  know  all  there  is 
worth  knowing.” 

SEX  in  space  is  another 
element  of  the  AAA's 
agenda.  Skeet  says: 
“One  of  our  hypotheses  is 
that  sex  is  going  to  be  even 
better.  That’s  based  on  cer- 
tain ideas  of  what  will  happen 
to  the  body  in  zero-gravity 
conditions.”  In  a sense,  the 
Autonomous  Astronauts’  mis- 
sion fits  in  to  the  tradition  of 
pamphleteering:  the  circula- 
tion of  subversive,  satirical, 
playfltl  publications  intended 
not  for  commercial  gain  but 
to  help  people  question  the 
dominant  ways  of  thinking 
about  individual  potential, 
about  the  role  you  are  ex- 
pected to  play  in  society.  If 
you  think  about  it,  the  Idea 
that  it  might  be  possible  to 
send  yourself  into  space  must 
be  fairly  liberating. 

“Freed  from  gravity,  we 
will  be  freed  from  war.”  runs 
one  AAA  slogan.  Its  pro- 
gramme Is  essentially  the  ex- 
pression of  the  kind  of  lust  for 
liberty  that  characterises 
much  of  marginal  activity 
these  days.  The  drug  and  rave 
culture  is  another  example  — 
and  indeed  it  comes  as  no 
surprise  that  foe  AAA  have 
put  on  rave  parties. 

The  point  is  that  people 
have  lost  trust  In  large  institu- 
tions. “We  don't  want  to  de- 
stroy capitalism,”  says  Skeet 
"We  just  want  to  get  off  foe 
planet  And  as  the  saying  goes, 
if  you  don't  head  for  the  stars, 
you  won't  reach  the  moan. 
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Willi  Daume 


Always  an 


Olympic  loser 


THE  MUNICH  Olym- 
pic Games  of  1972 
evoke  the  memory 
of  murder  — 13  Is- 
raeli athletes  and 
officials  killed  — when  it 
ought  to  be  remembered  as  a 
peak  in  the  life  of  Willi 
Dauzne,  who  has  died  aged  82. 
As  president  of  the  West  Ger- 
man Olympic  Committee,  he 
kindled  the  idea  of  bringing 
the  Games  back  to  Germany, 
won  the  support  of  the  Inter- 
national Olympic  Committee, 
and  then  organised  those 
Games  to  return  the  divided 
Germany  to  the  forefront  of 
the  Olympic  movement 
It  was  the  action  of  the 
Black  September  terrorists, 
and  West  Germany’s  decision 
to  boycott  the  1980  Moscow 
Games,  that  probably  dashed 
Da ume’s  chances  of  succeed- 
ing Lord  Killanln  as  Presi- 
dent of  the  - International 
Olympic  Committee.  Da  time's 
career  seemed  dogged  by  situ- 
ations not  of  his  own  making; 
just  when  he  seemed  en  route 
to  the  podium,  something  got 
in  the  way. 

Few,  other  than  the  IOC 
presidents,  have  worked  so 
hard  for  sport  and  the  Olym-  - 
pic  Games  as  Daume  did.  A 
man  of  energy  and  vision,  he 
did  much  to  repair  his  coun- ! 
try's  stained  image  when  he 
came  into  international  sport 
after  the  war.  From  the  start 
of  the  modem  games  in  1896. 
Germany  had  been  a big 
player  with  doubtful  inten- 
tions. Under  Hitler,  the  1936 
Berlin  Games  became  a pro- 
paganda platform  for  the  Nazi 
party,  and  the  country  was 
banned  twice  for  its  agression 
in  the  two  world  wars. 

Daume,  patient  and  indus- 
trious, emulated  other  more 


worthy  German  contributors 
to  the  Olympic  movement  — 
such  as  Carl  Diem,  who  cre- 
ated the  1936  Olympic  torch 
relay  and  International 
Olympic  Academy  in  Olym- 
pia, where  the  young  mould 
their  ideas  with  older  Olym- 
pic philosophers.  Daume 
never  quite  made  such  strik- 
ing contributions  to  the 
movement,  but  he  deserved 
to.  Above  all.  he  had  a passion 
and  understanding  of  youth 
in  the  struggle  to  modernise 
the  Olympic  movement, 
which  some  of  his  contempo- 
raries lacked.  His  one  failing 
was  that,  in  13  years  as  chair- 
man  of  the  IOC  Eligibility 
Commission,  he  did  not  take 
the  opportunity  to  stress  die 
absurdity  of  some  regulations 
in  the  modem  sporting  world. 

There  was  a sadness  about 
the  man,  no  better  epitomised 
than  in  the  Munich  episode. 
The  city  won  die  right  to 
stage  the  Games  at  the  1966 
IOC  meeting  in  Rome.  If  the 
IOC  had  doubts  about  giving 
Germany  the  Games  so  soon 
after  the  war.  then  it  was 
Daume  — he  joined  the  IOC 
in  1956  — who  convinced 
them,  and  that  Munich 
should  be  the  host  city. 

A new  underground  rail- 
way and  an  Olympic  Village 
as  the  centrepiece  of  the  are- 
nas created  an  exhilarating 
atmosphere  until  the  dawn  of 
September  6,  when  the  Pales- 
tinian terrorists  scaled  the 
fencing  and  shed  the  blood  of 
the  Israeli  competitors.  After 
the  tragedy.  Da  time’s  reputa- 
tion suffered  a further  humili- 
ation when  he  erroneously 
told  a late-night  IOC  session 
that  the  other  hostages  had 
been  saved.  Now.  It  is  a small, 
forgotten  piece  of  the  drama. 


but  for  Daume  — just  a mes- 
senger in  this  case  — it  was 
the  image  of  him  carried  sub- 
sequently by  many  of  the 
members.  Daume  did,  how- 
ever. succeed  in  organising  a 
memorial  service  in  the 
Olympic  Arena  at  11am  the 
following  day.  and  at  which 
the  Munich  Opera  House  Or- 
chestra played. 

Daume’s  eagerness  to  wipe 
yet  another  German  stain 
from  the  Olympic  flag  was 
; given  opportunity  in  the  win- 
ter of  1975/76.  when  Montreal 
staged  the  Games.  Corruption, 
strikes  and  bad  weather  in  the 
Canadian  city  brought  real 
fears  that  the  Games  would 
not  take  place.  Lord  Killanln 
was  sufficiently  worried  to 
bold  secret  talks  with  Daume 
and  Herman  Van  Karnebeek. 
a Dutch  IOC  member,  about 
staging  events  in  Holland  and 
Germany. 


Simon  Weinstock 


Born  to  take 
the  reins 


Jrjtr 


B EING  bom  the  son  of 
a highly  successful 
tether,  with  great  ex- 
pectations for  the 
family,  is  an' enormous  bur- 
den for  a young  person.  This 
is  especially  true  in  the  world 
of  Anglo-Saxon  capitalism, 
where  the  ultimate  responsi- 
bility of  any  director  of  a 
public  company  Is  to  the 
shareholders,  not  . to  the 
founders  who  shaped  the 
enterprise.  Simon  Weinstock. 
the  commercial  director  of 
the  General  Electric  Com- 
pany <GEQ,  who  has  died  of 
cancer  at  the  age  of  44.  spent 
much  of  his  corporate  career 
wrestling  with  this  problem. 

As  the  son  of  Lord  Arnold 
Weinstock,  who  took  the 
wireless  and  TV  manufac- 
turer Radio  & Allied  Indus- 
tries and  turned  it  into  Brit- 
ain’s most  . impressive 
industrial  company  of  the 
post-war  era,  Simon  had  a 
tough  act  to  follow. 

For  nearly  four  decades, 
Arnold  Weinstock  dominated 
Britain's  heavy  engineering 
and  defence  industries,  devel- , 
oping  and  holding  together  a 
business  empire  during  an 
era  in  which  much  of  the  edge 
of  British  manaufacturing 
was  blunted.  Finding  a suit- 
able successor  to  take  on  this 
task  and  resist  City  pressure 
for  GEC  to  . spend  the  group's 
cash  endowment  of  more  than 
a £1  billion  was  always  going 
to  be  difficult. 

There  can  be  little  doubt 
that  Arnold  Weinstock.  the 
Admiralty  clerk  turned 
tycoon,  long  entertained  the 
idea  that  Simon  would  even- 
tually take  over  the  reins,  in 
much  the  same  way  as  he 
himself  slipped  smoothly  into 
the  role  created  for  him  by  his 
father-in-law  Sir  Michael 
Sobell,  the  industrialist  phi- 
lanthropist and  racehorse 
owner. 

There  was  absolutely  no 
doubt  about  Simon  Wein- 
stock’s  competence.  Both  in- 
side and  outside  GEC.  he  was 
seen  as  a young  man  with 
enormous  talent  trained  in 
the  pressure  cooker  atmo- 
sphere of  merchant  bankers 
SG  Warburg.  As  commercial 
director  at  GEC,  he  ran  one  of 


COMING  to  the 
rescue  of  bis  be- 
loved Olympic 
movement  might 
have  revived 

Daume’s  fortunes,  but  some 
r»na«iiana  who  discov- 
ered the  plan  felt  Daume  was 
pushing  to  get  events  moved 
before  Montreal  proved  un- 
workable. In  the  end.  Daume’s 
rescue  plan  was  not  needed, 
but  it  was  another  episode 
that  probably  damaged  his 
campaign  to  became  Olympic 
president  in  1980. 

The  consolation  prize,  orga- 
nising an  Olympic  Congress  at 
Baden  Baden  in  1981,  stubbed 
out  his  chance  erf  a little  glory. 
Congresses,  when  ail  the  com- 
ponent parts  of  tiie  Olympic 
Movement  — IOC,  National 
Olympic  Committees  and  in- 
ternational Sports  Federa- 


WUli  Daume . . . his  Olympic  ideals  were  dogged  by  situations  not  of  his  own  making 


tions  — get  together,  are  occa- 
sional gatherings.  As  such,  it 
was  an  ideal  outlet  for 
Daume's  organisational  strat- 
egy, but  his  ambitions  were 
foiled  as,  only  12  months  after 
the  boycott  it  was  not  politic 
to  invite  Olympic  people  from 
the  countries  who  shunned 
Moscow,  90  the  Congress  be- i 
came  a rather  stunted  event  « 
Daume  began  his  Olympic  \ 


life  in  tiie  German  basketball 
team  at  the  1936  Berlin  Games. 
After  the  war,  he  served  as 
president  of  the  German 
Handball  Fedaration  for  six 
years,  then  from  1950  to  1970 
was  president  of  the  Gorman 
Sports  Confederation.  It  was  a 
position  that  put  him  at  the 
helm  of  post-war  development, 
and  from  1961  until  his  death 
he  was  bead  of  the  German 


Olympic  Committee.  The 
range  and  depth  of  his  contri- 
bution is  shown  by  the  tact 
that  he  served  on  seven  IOC 
Commissions  and  was  a vice- 
president  from  1972-75. 


John  Rodda 


Willi  Daume,  Olympic  organiser, 
bom  May  24,  1913;  died  May  17, 
1996 


Letters 


David  Opatoshu 


Jack  Wakefield  writes:  It  was 
gratifying  to  see  your  obituary 
of  Rob  Hall  (May  20  ) but  it 
irks  me  that  toe  heroism  of 
Hall  in  staying  up  the  moun- 
tain with  his  dying  client  is 
treated  as  a matter  of  course. 
Doubtless  it  is  true  that  "Ever- 
est will  not  care  one  jot”; 
Hall's  obituary  is  hardly  the 
place  to  stake  such  a claim. 
This  was  a man  who  climbed 
the  14  peaks,  who  climbed  Ev- 
erest more  times  than  any 
other  Westerner;  this  was  a 
man  who  watched  his  greatest 
friend  die  and  carried  on 
climbing;  this  was  a man 
whose  achievements  and  hero- 
ism we  should  respect  for 
ever. 


An  actor  upstaged  by  time 


David  opatoshu,  who 
has  died  aged  78.  was 
one  of  toe  very  few 
survivors  of  one  of 
toe  quaintest  and.  In  its  time, 
most  active  branches  of  the 
New  York  theatre:  the  Yiddish 
stage. 

From  the  time  Jewish  im- 
migrants swarmed  into  Man- 
hattan at  toe  end  of  toe  last 
century  until  the  language 
ceased  to  be  the  lingua  franca 
of  the  three  million  Jews  liv- 
ing in  post-war  New  York, 
Yiddish  theatres  occupied  a 
swathe  of  the  city,  mainly 
around  Second  Avenue.  Play- 
houses offered  musicals, 
drama  and  the  classics  — 
“Hamlet  translated  and  im- 
proved by  Jacob  Adler”. 

In  the  theatre’s  latter  years, 
the  young  Opatoshu  was  its  ! 


JtfT  Cloves  writes:  One  morn- 
ing in  the  mid-1980s  I saw 
Beryl  Burton  ( obituary , May  7) 
racing.  She  was  competing 
against  her  daughter  Denise 
and  struggling  a bit  Her  de- 
termination was  'inriimmpfi 
and  she  still  looked  beautiful 
on  her  bike.  I met  a member  of 
the  Morley  Cycling  Club  and 
asked  him  to  pass  on  a copy  of 
my  poem.  Beryl  and  fur  Bike,  I 
hope  it  reached  her  and  that 
she  was  pleased  to  have  be- 
come a muse. 

Beryl  on  her  bike 
Ooh  here  comes  Beryl  such  a 
sight 

far  sore  cyclists'  eyes 
trim  ankles  turning  blazing  1 
thighs 

burning  up  the  road 
and  miles  ahead  she  shows 
clean  pair  of  wheels 
to  all  her  trailing  rivals 
perfect  on  her  perfect  bike 
Beryl  always  beats  the  clock 
pure  pleasure  unalloyed  is 
Beryl 

for  Beryl  is  the  best  yes 
Beryl  is  the  best 
Beryl  passes  in  a flash 
chromey  spokes  Italian  alloy 
gleam 

lovely  dean  machine  flown  by 
in  a dazzling  blink 
yes  in  the  pink  is  Beryl 
for  Beryl  is  the  best 
and  evermore  shall 
be  so 


shining  star.  But  he  offered  a 
promise  most  people  knew 
could  never  be  fulfilled  once 
the  magnitude  of  the  Holo-., 
caust  had  been  revealed — the 
supply  of  new  Yiddish  speak- 
ers and  listeners  had  dried  up 
for  ever.  In  addition,  Ameri- 
can Jews  had  become  totally 
assimilated  and,  more  signifi- 
cantly. were  in  hugely  domi- 
nant positions  in  the  general 
run  of  showbusiness. 

These  facts  affected  Opato- 
shu’s  career  even  more  than 
those  of  his  colleagues:  he  was 
not  only  a promising  stage 
actor  but  was  having  a vast 
impact  on  an  industry  that 
never  really  survived  infancy 
— Yiddish  film. 

Unlike  most  people  who  had 
made  their  debuts  on  the  Yid- 
dish stage  — where  outra- 


geous gestures  were  the  norm, 
where  actors’  voices  had  to  be 
even  louder  than  those  of  the 
women  in  the  front  rows 
handing  out  pickled-herring 
sandwiches  and  gefilte  fish  to 
complaining  children  — he 
learned  to  be  subtle.  Paul 
Muni  had  managed  it  too,  but 
went  straight  from  Second 
Avenue  to  Hollywood.  Opato- 
shu at  first  relied  on  the  half- 
way house  of  the  tiny  New 
York  studios  making  Yiddish 
films  to  compete  with  those 
being  turned  out  in  Poland. 

Like  the  older  Molly  Picon, 
he  had  to  learn  how  to  be 
subtle  rather  than  to  emote. 
He  succeeded  brilliantly  with 
his  first  movie  Fishke  der  Le- 
melle,  (“Fishke  the  Lame”) 
which  was  later  called  The 
Light  Ahead . It  was  about  a 


penniless  cripple  who  is 
sought  as  a husband  for  a 
blind  girL  Because  of  their 
infirmities,  they  are  forced  to 
hold  their  wedding  ceremony 
in  a cemetery.  It  could  have 
been  horrendous  sentimental 
hokum.  When  I saw  the  film 
in  a revival  in  Los  Angeles  10 
years  ago.  it  was  plain  that 
Opatoshu's  acting  had  not 
only  lost  none  of  its  power  but 
had  effectively  crossed  toe 
language  barrier. 

Opatoshu  himself  never  had 
any  barriers  to  cross,  even 
though  Yiddish  was  for  him 
far  more  than  a way  of  mak- 
ing a living.  His  father, 
Joseph,  was  a famous  Yiddish 
novelist  and  he  himself  pub- 
lished a collection  of  short 
stories  in  the  language.  Be- 
tween Sea  And  Sand,  based  on 
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his  wartime  service  wlth-the 
US  Army  Air  Force  In  the 
South  Pacific.  But  there  was 
always  toe  equal  facility  he 
hart  in  English 

As  long  ago  as  1938,  the  year 
before  Fishke,  be  had  made 
his  Broadway 'debut  with  the 
famous  Group  Theatre,  ap- 
pearing in  their  productions 
of  Clifford  Odets's  Golden  Boy 
and  in  Night  Music.  He  went 
cm  to  star  in  stage  musicals 
including  Cole  Porter’s  Silk 
Stockings  and  Bravo  Giovani, 
comedies  such  as  Me  And 
Molly,  Reclining  Figure  and 
Once  More  With  Feeling,  and 
the  moving  story  of  the  War- 
saw Ghetto,  The  Wall. 

The  experiences  of  Fishke 
put  him  in  good  stead  with 
Hollywood,  although  there 
was  always  the  touch  of  the 
Yiddish  actor  in  his  movies, 
particularly  in  The  Naked 
City,  Tom  Curtain  and,  mem- 
orably, The  Fixer.  But  his  fin- 
est role  in  any  medium  was 
undoubtedly  as  Akiva,  the  Ir- 
gun  terrorist  leader,  in  Otto 
Preminger’s  Exodus. 

It  was  the  only  perfect  act- 
ing performance  in  that  over- 
long.  over-hyped  movie  (when 
he  saw  the  film,  the  comedian 
Mort  Sahl  called  over  to  the 
director  “Otto,  let  my  people 
go!”)  Opatoshu,  looking  years 
older  than  his  actual  age  of  42, 
with  all  the  sadness  and  anxi- 
ety of  the  fight  he  had  suppos- 
edly waged  etched  into  every 
pore,  was  brilliant  for  the  few 
moments  be  appeared  on 
screen.  The  shame  Is  he  had 
so  few  opportunities  to  equal 
it. 

He  Is  survived  by  his  wife. 
Nancy,  his  son,  Dan,  and 
three  stepchildren. 


its  most  critical  divisions  — 
Marconi  electronics  — and 
did  so  with  a great  deal  of 
flair  and  ability.  When  the 
experienced  warhorse  Arnold 
Weinstock  sought  reliable, 
unbiased  advice,  it  was.  to  his 
Simon,  that  he  turned. 

Simon  enjoyed  all  toe  trap- 
pings of  a prosperous  up- 
bringing denied  to  Arnold, 
the  son  of  a.  Jewlsh-ixnmi- 
grant  tailor  from  Poland. 
Simon’s  abilities  quickly  be- 
came apparent  at  school  at 
Winchester  and  he  won  an 
exhibition  to  Magdalen  Col- 
lege, Oxford,  where  he  read 
Greats.  As  well  ax  Inheriting 
the  One  mind  of  his  father,  he 
also  shared  the  family  pas-,, 
sion  for  horse  racing  and 
opera  and  was  as  likely  to  be 
seen  at  Epsom  or  La  Scala,  as 
Lord  Weinstock  himself. 

As  Arnold  Weinstock  ap- 
proached his  70th  year,  there 
was  speculation  in  the  finan- 
cial press  that  Simon  would 
fa  bp  over  as  managing  direc- 
tor of  GEC.  But  toe  institu- 
tional investors,  who  were 
the  ultimate  owners  of  GEC, 
felt  otherwise  and  GEC  began 
a long  hunt  for  a successor  to 
Lord  Weinstpck  — he 
emerged  in  March  this  year 
as  George  Simpson,  of  Lucas. 

In  retrospect  Simon  Wein- 
stock, who  never  demon- 
strated toe  ruthless  ambition 
needed  to  head  a public  com- 
pany. was  probably  wiser 
about  the  succession  than  his 
father,  who  set  so  much  store 
in  family  and  personal 
relationships.  Had  Simon  sur- 
vived to  become  part  of  toe 
new.  modernised  Simpson 
regime  at  GEC.  it  is  reason- 
able to  speculate  that  he  could 
eventually  have  risen  to  toe 
very  top  of  toe  company  that 
Arnold  created.  Unfortu- 
nately. tragedy  intervened. 

Simon  Weinstock  is  sur- 
vived by  his  wife  Laura  Legh. 
daughter  of  the  Equerry  to 
the  Queen  Mother,  Sir 
Frances  Legh,  and  three 
daughters. 


anr>° 


Alex  Bnimmer 


Simon  Weinstock.  businessman 
and  racehorse  owner,  bom  Feb- 
ruary 24.  1952;  died  May  18,  1996 
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Winning  day  at  the  races . . . Simon  Weinstock  and  his  fether 


Birthdays 


Death  Notices 


HUehaef  Fresdbnd 


Brief  but  brilliant  performance . . . David  Opatoshu  with  Paul  Newman  in  Exodus 


David  Opatoshu,  actor,  bom  Jan- 
photograph-  KOBAC  uary  30. 1918;  died  April  30, 1996 


Charles  Aznavour,  singer. 
72;  Kenny  Ball,  jazz  trum- 
peter, bandleader,  65;  Lynn 
Barber,  columnist,  inter- 
viewer, 52;  Richard  Benja- 
min, actor,  58;  George  Bek, 
former  footballer,  50;  Cheryl 
Campbell,  actress.  47;  Naomi 
Campbell,  supermodel,  26; 
Menzies  Campbell,  Liberal 
Democrat  MP.  55;  Jean  Chai- 
ns, radio  presenter,  62;  Rina 
Maria  DaTrato.  fashion  de- 
signer, 39;  Maurice  Grif- 
fiths, yachtsman,  94; 
Anthony  Holden,  writer  and 
journalist,  49;  Ieuan  Wyn 
Jones  MP,  chairman  Plaid 
Cmyru,  47;  Howard  Kendall, 
football  manager,  50:  Prof 
Christopher  Peacocke,  phi- 
losopher. 46;  Elizabeth  Row- 1 
tins  on.  mathematician,  66; 
Susan  Strasberg,  actress.  58: 
Julie  Walters,  actress,  46; 
Betty  Williams,  Irish  peace 
campaigner,  53. 


Canmpn.  May 
17ft  1090.  suddenly.  aged  61  yre  Beloved 


daughter  of  the  late  Kenneth  and  Dorothy, 
djar  stator  ol  Peter.  Service  ai  Si  Fattn's 


Church .Creasy  on  Friday  May  Zflh  at 
1.1  am.  followed  by  cremation  at  Thornton 
Crematorium  Further  enquriaa  lo  Coyne 
Brothers  0161  60S  3763. 


In  Memoriam 


TOOPEnjShMta.  2 2 May  1946  - 19  May 
msmorlM,  forever  In  our 
frotwhis  Mum.  Albert  Phil.  Jackie  and 
Sheila's  many  Iriendo 


Births 


2nnSunce  Uw  birth 
Jay  OldrojFd.  the  future  Engtanu 
goal  Keeper  Bom  263.96 


Engagements 


DAVira-TOWNkEV.  John  and  Cen  Davies 

aagJltft  engagement"^ 

Strom.  Old  Portsmouth  Hants 


Nase 

•Ai  think 


JJIfJjffJ'01"  announcement  tateptene 
0171  713  4567.  Fa*  0171  713  4129 





Jackdaw 


Snoopy  chest 


ON  A sunny  spring  after- 
noon. Dr  Barry  Weintraub,  a 
trim  and  tan  New  York  plas- 
tic surgeon,  was  poking  his 
patient  in  the  eye  with  a 
small  stick.  “You  see.  here, 
you’re  getting  hooding,”  he 
said,  pushing  a plastic  surgi- 
cal pointer  into  the  woman’s 
eyelids.  “The  upper  eyelids 
are  drooping.  And  these,”  he 
said,  pulling  at  the  lids, 
“these  lower  lids  are  puffy." 
The  patient  lifted  a mirror  to 
her  reflection.  “Remember 
what  you  were  like  when  you 

were  a kid?”  the  doctor  said, 
his  voice  wistfUL 
The  woman  nodded, 
glumly  remembering  the 


clear,  wide  eyes  of  her  youth , 
before  toe  vagaries  ofNew 
York  left  her  with  what  she 
now  saw  were — there  was  no 
denying  it — squinting,  sag- 
ging sockets.  "Well,  guess 
what?”  said  the  doctor’s  mod- 
ulated voice.  You  can  have 
those  eyes  again.’’ 

“I  try  not  to  discuss  money 
with  my  patients.”  explained 
Dr  Weintraub,  his  blue  eyes 
notably  unsaggy,  bis  tan  face 
firm  as  a not-quite  ripe 
honeydew  melon.  “It’s  just 
another  issue  totally,  and  it’s 
sort  of  ugly."  So  Dr  Wein- 
traub's  svelte  brunette  office 
manager  led  the  patient  into 
another  office. 

Ten  minutes  later,  the  pa- 
tient left  with  an  estimate: 
$8,000 to  nip  and  tuck  her 
upper  and  lower  lids,  a price 
I that  included  the  services  of 
an  anesthesiologist,  surgery 
at  a plush  clinic  In  a Beaux- 
arts  mansion  on  East  69th 
street  and  nursing  visits. 

“We  could  also  talk  ehtn 
lipo,"  called  Dr  Weintraub 
from  the  office  door  as  he 
waved  farewell  and  the  sun 
was  setting  over  the  blossom- 
ing pear  trees  of  Park 
Avenue. 


Then  again,  at  age  28,  she 
probably  couldn’t  afford  it 
The  New  York  Observer 
reporting  on  surgeons  sharpen- 
ing their  scalpels  for  young 
professionals,  (mostly  women) 
who  apparently  see  plastic  sur- 
gery as  empowerment,  like 
yoga,  carrot  Juice  or  spinning 
classes.  (Snoopy  breasts  is  Dr 
Weintraub ’s  term  for  breasts 
flattened  with  age.) 


Lemmy’s  line 


THERE’S  an  old  Irish  saying: 
“It  doesn’t  matter  who  you 
vote  for,  you  always  end  up 
with  the  government" 
Lemrny  of Motor  head  giving  us 
his  view  of  politics  in  RIP. 


Girls  Who  Do  It 


TOP  TEN  Reasons  Why  You 
Should  Sleep  With  Your 
Fella. 

1.  To  see  if  you  like  sleeping  - 
with  boys;  you  may  be  a 

2.  If  you’re  lucky  you  might 
earn  a “bad  reputation"  and 
all  the  sixth  formers  will  ask 
you  out  ’cos  they  know  you  go 
down. 

3.  The  more  you  do  it  the 
more  experienced  and  better 


prepared  you'll  be  when  you 
become  a groupie. 

4.  You  conjoin  the  special 
club  for  girls  Who’ve  Done  It, 
and  they  will  let  you  hang 
around  with  them  in  the  girl’s 
bog  during  double  maths 
where  you  can  smoke  fags 
and  that. 

5.  Human  biology  will  be- 
come a breeze.  After  all,  prac- 
tice is  better  than  theory. 

6.  Established  non-virgins 
don't  need  to  bother  anymore 
about  hissing  over  their  ap- 
pearance. Have  a look  around 
you.  see  how  popular  that  — 
(insert  school  slut's  name)  is 
with  the  boys,  even  with  her 
growing-out  perm  and  tide- 
mark foundation.  Yup,  she 
does  it  alright. 

7.  Some  poor  fool  might  think 
itmeansyou  love  him.  and 
will  buy  your  lunches  for  you 
and  save  the  seat  beside  the 
radiator  in  Geography,  do 
your  English  essays  etc. 

8.  You  will  avoid  years  of 
whingeing  and  whining  and 
pleading  and  begging  and  the 
insult  of  being  called  “frigkr 
that  the  other  girls  get. 

9.  If  your  headmaster  gets 
wind  of  your  early  initiation, 
he  may  send  you  ro  see  a 


therapist  for  counselling, 
hopefully  during  those  bor- 
ing economic  classes. 

10.  Cos  life’s  too  short.  Be  safe  , 
out  there... 

Advice  from  Jane  magazine, 
the  one  that  anti-pom  MP  Peter 
Li^ffdid  not  g&  hold  qf. 


Brain  bore 


CONSIDER  the  following 
case:  A brain  in  a vat  is  at  the 
wheel  of  a runaway  trolley, 
approaching  a fork  in  a track. 
The  brain  is  hooked  up  to  the 
trolley  in  such  a way  that  the 
brain  can  determine  which 
course  the  trolley  will  take. 
There  are  only  two  options: 


One  of  the  orphans  who  will 
be  killed  would  have  grown 
up  to  become  a tyrant  who 
made  good,  utilitarian  men 
do  bad  things,  another  would 
have  become  John  Sununu. 
and  a third  would  have  in- 
vented the  pop-top  can . 

If  toe  brain  in  the  vat 
chooses  the  left  side  of  the 
track,  the  trolley  will  defi- 
nitely hit  and  kill  another 
railman,  Leftie,  and  will  hit 
and  destroy  ten  beating 


the  right  side  of  the  fork  or 
the  left  side.  There  is  no  way 
to  derail  or  stop  the  trolley, 
and  the  brain  is  aware  of  this. 
On  toe  right  side  of  the  track 
there  is  a single  railroad 
worker.  Jones,  who  wifi  defi- 
nitely be  killed  if  toe  brain 
steers  the  trolley  to  toe  right 
If  Jones  lives  he  will  go  on  to 
kill  five  men  for  the  sake  of 
thirty  orphans  (one  of  the 
five  men  he  will  kill  is  plan- 
ning to  destroy  a bridge  that 
the  orphans'  bus  will  be 
crossing  later  that  night). 


RIP . . . Lemmy  talks! 


hearts  on  the  track  that 
would  have  been  trans- 
planted into  ten  patients  at 
the  local  hospital  who  will  die 
without  donor  hearts.  These 

are  the  only  hearts  available. 

and  the  brain  is  aware  of  this. 
If  toe  railman  on  the  left  side 
of  the  track  lives,  he  too.  will 
kill  five  men  — in  fact,  the 
same  five  men  the  railman  on 
the  right  would  kilL  How- 
ever. Leftie  will  kill  the  five 
as  a consequence  of  saving 
ten  men:  he  will  inadver- 
tently kill  the  five  men  as  he 
rushes  the  ten  hearts  to  the 
hospital  for  transplantation. 

A further  result  of  Leftie’s  act 
is  that  the  busload  of  orphans 
will  be  spared.  Among  the 
five  men  killed  by  Leftie  is  the 

manresponsibleforputting  , 
the  brain  at  the  controls  of  the  ! 

trolley.  If  the  ten  hearts  and 
Leftie  are  killed  by  the  trol- 
ley. the  ten  prospective  heart- 
transplant  patients  will  die 
and  their  kidneys  will  be 
used  to  save  the  lives  of 
twenty  kidney-transplant  pa- 
tients. one  of  whom  wifi  grow 
up  to  cure  cancer  and  one  of 
whom  will  grow  up  to  be  Hit- 
ler. There  are  other  kidney 
and  dialysis  machines  avail- 


able,  but  the  brain  does  not 
know  this. 

Assume  that  the  brain's 
choice,  whatever  it  turns  out 
to  be.  wifi  serve  as  an  exam- 
Ple  t0  other  brains  in  vats, 
and  thus  the  effects  of  its  deci- 
sion will  be  amplified.  Also 

assume  that  if  the  brain 

chooses  the  right  side  of  the 
fork,  an  unjust  war  free  of 
war  crimes  wifi  ensue, 

we  left  forte,  a just  war 

war  crimes  will 
result.  Furthermore,  there  is 
an  intermittently  active  Car- 
tesian demon  deceiving  the 
brain  in  such  a way  that  the 
Dram  is  never  sure  if  it  is 
being  deceived. 
s«®ue?tion:  Ethically  speak- 
whatshould  the  brain 
Justify  your  answer. 
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Treasury  admits 

growth  target 

cannot  be  hit 


Larry  Elliott  in  Paris 


THE  Treasury  is  set  to 
cut  its  forecast  for  UK 
growth  this  year  after 
accepting  that  the 
rapid  slowdown  in  Europe 
has  made  its  Budget  forecast 
of  3 per  cent  expansion  un- 
achievable. 

With  the  Organisation  for 
Economic  Co-operation  and 
Development  set  to  down- 
grade its  UK  projections  for 
1996,  the  Chancellor  will  un- 
veil more  modest  expecta- 
tions himself  in  his  summer 
economic  forecast  on  July  9. 

The  OECD,  already  far 
gloomier  abour  the  outlook 
for  gross  domestic  product 
this  year  than  the  Treasury, 
is  expected  to  trim  its  UK 
forecast  from  2.4  per  cent  to 
around  2 per  cent  next  week. 

While  its  annual  health 
check  of  the  UK  will  praise 
the  Government’s  structural 
reforms,  the  OECD  will  warn 
that  the  increase  in  the  Bud- 
get deficit  caused  by  slower 
growth  will  mean  tough  deci- 
sions for  the  Chancellor  in 
the  run-up  to  the  election. 

The  think  tank  will  stress 
that  any  tax  cuts  in  Novem- 
ber will  have  to  be  matched 
by  equivalent  spending  reduc- 
tions in  the  public  expendi- 


ture round  currently  under 
way. 

The  Chancellor  Kenneth 
Clarke  hns  already  warned 
Cabinet  colleagues  that  his 
Budget  leeway  depends  un 
their  fiscal  prudence,  and 
may  welcome  the  OECD’s  call 
for  budgetary  caution. 

Although  the  Chancellor 
now  accepts  that  the  sluggish 
start  to  is**;  makes  his  Budget 
forecast  over-optimistic,  he  i 
will  stress  that  growth  in  the 
second  half  of  the  y«ir  should 
be  running  at  an  annualised  I 
rate  of  close  to  a per  cent. 

The  Economic  Secretary'  to 
the  Treasury.  Angela  Knight, 
said  low  taxation,  control  of 
public  spending  and  low  infla- 
tion were  essential  for  sus- 
tained growth,  but  were  not 
enough  in  themselves  to  trig- 
ger a sustained  fall  in  jobless- 
ness. 

"Unemployment  benefit 
systems  must  work  with  die 
grain  of  the  market  Benefit 
payments  must  not  under- 
mine the  incentive  to  work. 
Receipt  of  unemployment 
benefit  must  be  conditional 
on  recipients  looking  for 
work.” 

The  Government’s  ap- 
proach is  likely  to  receive  an- 
other boost  from  the  OECD  in 
July,  when  a special  study 
will  support  ministers'  claims 


that  those  on  low  earnings  in 
i the  UK  often  move  up  the  in- 
I come  ladder  over  time. 

An  investigation  of  eight 
, OECD  members  over  a five- 
year  period  Found  that  there 
was  considerable  mobility  in 
earnings 

The  update  of  the  Jobs 
Study  produced  two  years  ago 
said  Britain  and  New  Zealand 
- the  two  countries  that  have 
most  closely  followed  the 
OECD’s  prescription  — were 
those  where  the  unemploy- 
ment performance  had  im- 
proved the  most. 

Fears  that  inflationary 
pressure  was  being  stored  up 
m the  economy  were  fuelled 
by  the  latest  official  figures 
for  the  total  amount  of  money 
in  the  system,  Sarah  Ryle 
writes. 

The  Bank  of  England’s 
broadest  measure  of  money 
supply,  which  includes  bank 
and  building  society  lending, 
rose  by  a seasonally  adjusted 
0.6  per  cent  last  month  bring- 
ing the  annual  growth  rate  to 
10  per  cent  against  9.8  per 
cent  In  March. 

This  was  above  the  Govern- 
ment’s monitoring  range  of  3- 
9 per  cent  for  the  sixth  month 
but  was  lower  than  City  ex- 
pectations. It  reflected  a rise 
in  M4  lending  of  £4.2  billion 
in  ApriL 


CBI  calls  on  Prime  Minister 
to  curb  Euro-sceptic  wing 


Keith  Harper 

Serious  rifts  between 

British  business  and 
the  Government  were 
opened  last  night  when  the 
Prime  Minister  was  em- 
phatically instructed- by 
CBI  leaders  to  curb  the  in- 
creasingly shrill  Enro-scep- 
tic  wing  of  his  party  who 
were  accused  of  living  in 
worse  than  “cloud-cuckoo 
land." 

Responding  to  Mr  Major  at 
the  CBI's  annual  dinner,  its 
outgoing  chairman.  Six 
Bryan  Nicholson,  said:  “In 
this  pungent  atmosphere  of 
romantic  nationalism  and 
churlish  xenophobia,  1 some- 
times wonder  If  there  are 
some  among  us  who  have 
failed  to  notice  that  the  war 
with  Germany  has  ended.” 

Sir  Bryan  was  reflecting 
the  opinion  of  many  senior 
business  leaders  who  are 
openly  voicing  their  frus- 
tration at  the  antics  of  the 
Tory  party  and  the  impact 
it  is  having  on  their  deal- 
ings with  Europe. 


Individual  companies 
were  last  night  threatening 
to  follow  Sir  Bryan's  exam- 
ple and  protest  to  Mr 
Major.  Many  of  them  take 
the  view  that  any  chance  of 
the  Tories  winning  the  elec- 
tion will  be  blown  away  if 
they  persist  with  anti-Euro- 
I pean  vehemence. 

Sir  Bryan  said:  “Refer- 
ences to  clond-cuckoo  land 
are  near  the  mark  — but  I 
am  not  sore  they  are  strong 
enough-  This  spring  seems 
to  have  brought  forth  a 
flock  of  cuckoos  which  are 
about  as  helpful  as  the  bib- 
lical plague  of  locusts.” 

Guests  at  the  dinner  said 
they  had  never  heard  a CBI 
leader  deliver  such  an  open 
criticism  of  the  party  big 
business  traditionally  sup- 
ports. 

Sir  Bryan  said  he  was  ap- 
palled by  the  standard  of 
debate  over  Europe.  “Some 
of  our  parliamentarians 
conduct  themselves  with  a 
discourtesy  that  can  only 
serve  to  embarrass  and 
alienate  those  of  us  — a 
large  and  Increasing  nam- 


join  think  tank 


Larry  Elliott  reports  — £ 

OECD  officials  hSSc££!& 
‘embarrassed’  by  “?5 
Moscow  overtures  -‘“Kf'VSSF. 

that  closer  co-operation 

BORIS  Yeltsin  yesterday  would  help  to  ensure  eco- 
sought  international  nomic stability 
backing  ahead  of  next  However,  he  stressed 
month’s  knife-edge  presiden-  Russia  would  have  to  con- 
tial  election  when  he  vince  the  West  that  It  had  to 
launched  an  audacious  bid  for  fulfil  a set  of  tough  criteria 
Russia  to  become  a member  before  it  could  follow  other 
of  the  West’s  leading  eco-  Warsaw  Pact , 


nomic  think  tank. 

Officials  at  the  Organisa- 
tion for  Economic  Co-opera- 


into  the  OECD. 

The  formal  process  to  start 
negotiations  with  Russia  will 


tion  for  Economic  wopem- 

rion  and  Development  were  depend  on  the  go-ahead  from 
taken  completely  unawares  the  OECD's  council  ofmmJs- 
bv  the  overtures  from  Mbs-  tens  and  the  possibility  that 
cow  ant? Admitted  that  they  the  communist  challenger 
were^slifihSy  embarrassed”  Gennadi  Zyuganov  may  oust 
'*e‘P  Mr  Yeltsin  means  tins  will 

byTh!m2?- member  OECD,  not  happen  until  after  the 


me  *im  - - 

mppfine  in  Paris,  welcomed  election-  . , . 
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munist  superpower  was  fit  to 
join  the  soballed  “rich  man  s 
club”.  . _ „ 


But  they  added  that  Mos- 
cow has  been  chastened  by 
the  success  of  its  former  satel- 


Eisass? 

the  knowledge  that  It  would  hind.  Republic  and 

not  be  rejected  out Himfiaryfoave  already  joined 

SF— ,he 

jov,  the  Russian  Federation  a next  year. 


her  — who  do  business  with 
our  European  partners.*’ 

Sr  Bryan  went  an:  “We 
are  told  the  Brits  need  to 
stand  up  to  Chancellor 
Kohl  or  he  will  continue 
ripping  them  off.  Europe 
means  Britain  v Germany.” 

The  CBI  president  argued 
that  membership  of  the  EU 
was  not  compatible  with 
operating  in  the  global 
market.  As  a trading  na- 
tion, we  were  dependent  on 
access  to  emerging  markets 
I and  this  argued  strongly 
for  our  membership  of  the 
EU  rather  than  against  it. 

Sir  Bryan's  speech  was 
quickly  supported  by  the 
TUC  general  secretary, 
John  Monks,  who  said:  “At 
last  British  business  real- 
ises the  damage  these  Tory 
Euro-sceptics  are  doing. 
Their  petty  nationalism 
, threatens  jobs,  investment 
i and  business  competitive- 
ness.” 

Mr  Monks  said:  “Anyone 
who  thinks  that  Britain  can 
turn  its  back  on  Europe  is 
just  plain  daft.  We  can’t  go 
it  alone.” 


April  blow 
to  recovery 
as  mortgage 
lending  falls 


Margaret  Hughes 
Personal  Finance  Editor 

HOPES  of  a sustained 
recovery  in  the  housing 
market  have  been  under- 
mined by  figures  released  to- 
day which  show  that  mort- 
gage lending  by  banks  and 
building  societies  fell  in 
ApriL 

But  lenders  who  attribute 
the  downturn  to  the  Easter 
holiday  period  remain  opti- 
mistic that  the  modest 
recovery  will  be  maintained 
in  the  months  to  come. 

Figures  published  by  the 
Building  Societies  Associa- 
tion show  a 6 per  cent  fell  in 
gross  advances  since  March 
to  £3.24  billion  while  net  ad- 
vances — which  exclude 
remortgages  — were  down  by 
almost  20  per  cent  at 
£830  million. 

Mortgage  approvals,  which 
indicate  underlying  demand, 
were  more  than  3 per  cent 
down  at  £3.64  billion.  How- 
ever. on  a seasonally  adjusted 
basis,  lending  and  approvals 
show  a rise  on  March  and  are 
well  up  on  a year  ago. 

Separate  figures  from  the 
British  Bankers*  Association 
show  that  bank  mortgage 
lending  fell  tn  April  to  £556 
million  from  £622  million  in 
March,  at  a time  when  con- 
sumer credit  generally  was 
sharply  up. 

• Confirmation  of  a gentle 
housing  market  recovery 
came  from  the  Inland  Reve- 
nue which  said  93,000  homes 
changed  hands  in  April  on  a 
seasonally  adjusted  basis,  up 
From  90,1)00  in  March. 


Notebook 


IN  AN  effort  to  convince 
technophobes  that  surfing 
the  Internet  is  so  simple  it 
can  be  done  standing  on  one 
leg.  David  Gosling  took  both 
keyboard  and  surfboard  and 
rode  the  rollers  in  London’s 
Oxford  Street  yesterday. 


Mr  Gosling  and  partner  Stu- 
art Tidy  have  set  up  the 
Anglo  Corporation  to  offer 
the  curious  access  to  the 
worldwide  web. 

They  are  doing  it  through 
their  20  Silica  stores,  which 
are  mainly  in  high-street 


Minder  fails  to 
get  the  message 


Users  fume  at  BT 
answer  service, 
as  Nicholas 
Bannister  reports 

CUSTOMERS  of  British 
Telecom's  Call-Minder 
telephone  answering 
service  are  ringing  in  and 
finding  no  one  at  home.  The 
service,  launched  last  year, 
has  proved  so  popular  that 
toe  system  set  up  to  handle  it 
has  been  overwhelmed. 

Callers  find  they  are  unable 
to  leave  messages  while  cus- 
tomers are  often  unable  to 
check  if  any  messages  have 
been  left.  One  irate  sub- 
scriber said:  “The  line's  been 
engaged  all  toe  time.  I’ve  been 
paying  for  this  service  and 
it’s  not  working.  No  one  at  BT 
has  written  to  say  why  this  is 
happening  and  what  they  are 
doing  about  h.” 

BT  is  installing  extra 
capacity  but  it  won’t  be  in 
place  for  another  month.  A 
BT  spokesman  admitted  that 
people  were  experiencing 
problems  with  Call-Minder  as 
a result  of  the  "huge  success" 
of  the  service,  which  costs  £5 
a quarter.  “It  has  been  taken 
up  by  more  people  than  we 
expected,"  he  said. 

BT  Is  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  computers  handling  the 
service  from  21  to  37  after 
500,000  clients  subscribed. 

Call-Minder,  which  was 
launched  in  May  last  year, 
does  away  with  the  need  for 
an  answerphpne  machine. 
Messages  are -stored  on  the 


network's  computers  and  — 
in  theory  — can  be  retrieved 
from  anywhere  by  keying  in  a 
pre-arranged  code. 

BT  is  hoping  not  to  make 
the  same  mistake  with  its  lat- 
est product  — a pager  which 
will  also  keep  people  in  touch 
with  events  and  scares  during 
the  Euro  96  football  champi- 
onship. The  group  is  planning 
to  test  the  concept  during  the 
tournament. 

Hie  plan  is  that  customers 
will  buy  the  EasyReach  pager  j 
outright  for  about  £110,  with  ! 
people  paging  the  owner  efffec-  i 
lively  paying  for  the  service. 
Owners  will  then  be  paged 
several  times  a day  with  an 
update  on  the  championship. 

But  the  scheme  could  badi- 
fire  if  it  runs  into  the  capacity 
problems  encountered  by 
Call-Minder.  It  will  find  few 
friends  if  all  ft  does  during 
England's  key  matches  Is 
allow  the  boss  to  call  you 
back  to  toe  office. 


jrSGOTALOT 
TO/WSUJER 
FOR  J 


BT 

CALL- 

[HINDER 

Sen/fc-e 


Debenhams  branches.  A ses- 
sion costs  £3  for  30  minutes. 
Leaving  the  surfboard  some- 
where after  the  demo  was  no 
problem,  either.  Mr  Gos- 
ling's father  founded  NC-P  car 
parks. 
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The  Old  Lady 
joins  move  to 
make  City  a 
green  force 

Roger  Cowe 

THE  Bank  of  England  is 
joining  the  Corporation  of 
London  in  setting  up  a power- 
ful Environment  Forum 
which  aims  to  make  toe  City 
a centre  of  green  expertise. 

Bernard  Harty,  corporation 
clerk  and  chamberlain,  told  a 
meeting  yesterday:  “We  want 
to  see  the  City  taking  the  lead, 
both  in  improving  the  physi- 
cal environment  locally  and 
In  working  out  the  implica- 
tions for  financial  institu- 
tions of  environmental 
issues.” 

Discussions  were  under 
way  with  firms  representing 
City  activities  from  account- 
ing to  banking.  Mr  Harty 
said:  “The  Bank  of  England  is 
very  keen.  We  are  in  the  pro- 
cess of  putting  together  a 
group,  which  should  be  set  up 
in  toe  next  few  weeks.” 

He  announced  the  creation 
of  the  forum  at  an  interna- 
tional meeting  in  London  on 
insurance  and  the  environ- 
ment 

The  insurance  industry  has 
been  in  the  forefront  of  busi- 
ness concern  about  environ- 
mental dangers  such  as  global 
wanning,  because  of  the  huge 
insurance  losses  which  have 
arisen  from  unusual  climatic 
events  such  as  hurricanes 
and  floods. 

Banks,  meanwhile,  have 
been  concerned  at  the  poten- 
tial liabilities  arising  from 
contaminated  land,  while 
other  sectors. of  the  financial 
and  legal  community  are  also 

keen  to  exploit  the  business 
potential 


Beef  battle  could 
cost  Major  the  war 


Edited  by 
Al  ex  Brummer 

IT  is  disagreeable  enough 
that  so  many  Tory  back- 
benchers are  willing  to 
fight  a third  world  war  over 
British  beef  without  the 
Prime  Minister  allowing  him- 
self to  be  dragged  into  the 
trenches  with  threats  to  put 
the  business  of  Europe  on 
hold. 

Sure,  it  is  sad  if  EU  leaders 
failed  to  deliver  on  undertak- 
ings made  at  Downing  Street 
for  a limited  lifting  of  sanc- 
tions. But,  by  drawing  a line 
in  the  sand  now,  Mr  Major 
risks  alienating  the  bedrock 
of  his  Government’s  support 
among  businesses. 

The  remarks  of  its  presi- 
dent. Sir  Bryan  Nicholson,  at 
last  night’s  CBI  dinner  — 
where  he  attacked  the  “pun- 
gent atmosphere  of  romantic 
nationalism  and  churlish  xe- 
nophobia” being  whipped  up 
on  the  back  of  issues  such  as 
beef  and  toe  Euro-currency  — 
is  typical  of  the  deep-seated 
concerns  now  being  heard 
among  some  of  Britain's  most 
successful  enterprises. 

Marks  & Spencer,  which 
has  successfully  broken  into 
the  European  retailing  mar- 
ket with  turnover  up  13  per 
cent  to  £407  million  in  1995. 
makes  it  clear  that  it  will  be 
involved  in  currency  union 
whatever  the  Government  de- 
cides. It  regards  reports  that 
the  changeover  to  the  Euro 
would  cost  it  £100  million  as 
wildly  inaccurate  and  in- 
tended, like  so  much1  else,  to 
distort  the  European  debate. 

Even  some  of  those  corpora- 
tions, like  British  Airways, 
which  Mrs  Thatcher  put  into 
the  private  sector,  have  be- 
come increasingly  fearful  of 
the  unchecked  anti-European 
debate.  The  company’s  chief 
executive,  Robert  Ayling,  is 
among  a group  of  senior  busi- 
ness leaders  prepared  to 
lobby  the  Government  over 
the  build  up  erf  anti-European 
sentiment 

These  business  leaders  are 
appalled  at  the  misjudgement 
of  toe  Cabinet  which  now  ap- 
pears willing  to  put  toe  single 
European  market  and  Brit- 
ain’s place  in  a future  mone- 
tary union  at  risk,  simply  be- 
cause the  authorities  were 
unwilling  to  act  boldly  when 
the  beef  crisis  first  broke.  | 
Had  more  radical  decisions  ' 
been  taken  to  deal  with  the 
safety  issue  then  the  current : 
unseemly  imbroglio  might 
never  have  taken  place. 


Gnome  power 


play  unless  it  settled  down 
and  focused  its  activities. 

OspeJ  is  clearly  seeking  to 
put  some  order  into  SBC's  op- 
erations. The  company  is 
being  divided  into  four  sepa- 
rate entities:  one  focused  on 
the  domestic  Swiss  economy. 
another  on  what  the  Swiss  do 
best  — private  banking  — in- 
vestment banking  in  the 
shape  of  SBC  Warburg  and 
fund  management  through 
SBC  Brinson. 

This  gives  some  clarity  to 
the  lines  of  control  within  toe 
group  although  it  is  interest- 
ing to  note  that  risk  controL 
perhaps  the  most  sensitive 
area  inside  SBC  Warburg 
given  the  nature  of  deriva- 
tives risks,  has  been  switched 
out  of  the  investment  bank 
and  into  toe  corporate  centre. 
Gradually  it  would  seem  that 
power  at  SBC  Warburg,  once 
the  UK’s  most  powerful  mer- 
chant bank,  is  being  switched 
to  Basle. 

The  new  structure  would 
make  it  easier  — should  Mr 
OspeJ  so  decide  — for  part  of 
the  group  to  be  floated  off  or 
merged  with  a global  competi- 
tor if  that  were  deemed  neces- 
sary in  what  has  become  a de- 
stabilised Swiss  banking 
sector. 


Trade  spat 


ANOTHER  year,  another 
row  between  Brussels 
and  Washington  over 
trade.  Every  year,  toe  annual 
meeting  of  the  Organisation 
for  Economic  Cooperation 
and  Development  is  marked 
by  the  most  almighty  spat 
over  a relatively  obscure  as- 
pect of  the  multilateral  trad- 
ing system. 

This  year  the  row  is  about 
Cuba,  with  even  Britain  join- 
ing the  international  outrage 
at  America's  decision, 
following  the  downing  of  a US 
civilian  jet,  to  announce  dra- 
conian sanctions  against  any 
international  companies  that 
do  business  with  the  Castro 
regime. 

The  rest  of  the  OECD  be- 
lieves. rightly,  that  the  move 
lias  less  to  do  with  trade  than 
it  has  with  Bill  Clinton's  re- 
election  prospects.  Florida  is 
a key  battleground  state  and 
contains  large  numbers  of 
right-wing  Cuban  emigrees 
who  have  put  pressure  on  the 
White  House  to  retaliate. 

But  Clinton's  response  has 
been  toe  ultimate  example  of 
taking  a sledgehammer  to 
crack  a nut.  The  US  is  threat- 
ening to:  revoke  visas  to  exec- 
utives whose  companies  do 
business  with  Cuba,  take 
action  against  firms  that  oc- 
cupy premises  on  the  island 
that  were  confiscated  by  the 
Castro  regime  and  refuse 
entry  to  the  US  market  for 
foreign  enterprises  dealing  in 
Cuban  sugar. 

Even  worse,  Washington  is 
now  threatening  to  extend  toe 
scope  of  its  action  to  Libya 
and  Iran,  where  Western  in- 
terests are  even  more  exten- 
sive than  they  are  in  Cuba. 
However,  as  the  UK  trade 
minister  Anthony  Nelson 
said  yesterday:  “You  don't 
hurt  your  enemies  by  hurting 
your  friends." 

With  Clinton  set  to  win  in 
November,  the  president 
ought  to  stop  acting  like  Pat 
Buchanan  and  recognise  the 
danger  his  unilateral  action 
poses  to  free  trade. 


OspeL  has  lost  no  time  in 
stamping  his  authority  on  the 
country's  third  banking  force. 
After  the  strange  mating 
dance  between  UBS  and 
Credit  Suisse  earlier  this 
year,  it  was  widely  assumed 
that  SBC  could  be  put  into 


Defeated  Swissair  fights  back  in 
battle  for  duty-free  store  group 


Allders  to  put  its  rival  offer 
to  shareholders. 

David  von  Siznson,  man- 

THE  fight  to  buy  the  duty-  aging  director  of  Swissair’s 
I free  businesses  of  de-  advisor  SBC  Warburg,  said: 
partment  store  group  “We  feel  that  since  Swis- 
Allders  turned  nasty  last  sair  is  prepared  to  pay 
night  when  the  defeated  £145  million,  against  the 
bidder,  Swissair,  revealed  £130  million  offered  by 
it  had  offered  more  for  the  BAA,  that  shareholders 
business  than  BAA.  should  have  a chance  to  de- 

In  a statement,  released  cide  between  the  two." 
after  the  stock  market  had  Allders  insisted  that  its 
closed.  Swissair  said  it  board  had  acted  “in  the 
wanted  its  offer  put  to  best  interests  of  sbarehold- 
Allders  shareholders  so  ere”.  A spokesman  said: 
they  could  decide  which  “We  negotiated  with  BAA 
was  the  better  offer.  in  good  faith,  with  the  foil 

Swissair  said  it  had  of-  knowledge  of  Swissair’s  po- 
fered  £145  million  for  the  sition.  and  obtained  a firm 
chain,  against  the  £130  mil-  agreement  from  BAA  with 
lion  Allders  accepted  from  no  strings  attached.** 

BAA.  and  would  be  speak-  It  is  believed  that  Swis- 
ing  to  Allders*  institutional  sair,  which  was  front-run-’ 
shareholders  ahead  of  the  ner  for  several  weeks  to' 
extraordinary  general  buy  the  business,  bad  at- 
meetlng  called  to  approve  tempted  to  attach  condi- 
the  deal.  It  also  said  it  turns  which  Allders  was  not 
would  be  “encouraging**  prepared  to  accept. 

TOURIST  RATES  — BANK  SELLS 
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Call  for  inquiry  into  operator’s  hold  on  Heathrow,  Gatwick  and  Stansted  hits  shares  • Support  for  new  £3.5.bn  Thames  Estuary  airport 

MPs  challenge  airports  monopoly 


Rebecca  SmWfaers 
Political  Correspondent 


SHARES  in  the  air- 
port operator  BAA 
slipped  yesterday 
after  the  publica- 
tion of  an  Influen- 
tial Commons  report  ques- 
tioning its  monopoly  hold 
over  Heathrow,  Gatwick  and 
Stansted  airports. 

The  privatised  company  — 
formerly  the  British  Airports 
Authority  — runs  the  three 
major  airports  serving  Lon- 
don which  together  handle 
some  70  million  passengers  a 
year  — 97  per  cent  of  all  those 
in  the  South-east  and  almost 
two-thirds  of  all  passengers  in 
Britain. 

But  yesterday,  in  a report 
on  UK  airport  capacity,  MPs 
on  the  all-party  transport 
committee  called  on  the  Civil 
Aviation  Authority  and  the 


Monopolies  and  Mergers 
Commission  to  "re-examine 
whether  BAA  should  remain. 
In  effect,  the  monopoly  pro- 
vider of  airport  services  In 
the  South-east  or  whether 
Gatwick  and  Stansted  should 
be  owned  and  operated  sepa- 
rately from  Heathrow." 

It  said  the  question  should 
be  addressed  in  the  five- 
yearly  review  of  BAA's  regu- 


latory framework  for  the 
period  beginning  April  1997. 

Among  other  recommenda- 
tions, they  called  on  the  Gov- 
ernment to  draw  up  a strate- 
gic airports  plan — producing 
a White  Paper  within  two 
years  — and  to  promote  do- 
mestic rail  as  an  alternative 
to  short-haul  flights.  Im- 
proved planning  procedures 
for  airport  development  was 


necessary  to  replace  the  cur- 
rent “slow,  unwieldy  and  un- 
certain” process,  and  “adver- 
sarial” public  inquiries. 

At  Heathrow,  they  room- 
mended  better  utilisation  of 
the  airport  by  maximising 
existing  runways,  as  well  as 
higher  landing  charges  which 
could  be  used  to  fund  better 
public  transport  access,  envi- 
ronmental improvements  and 


noise  reduction  measures. 

In  addition,  a proposed  new 
£3.5  billion  airport  in -the 
Thames  Estuary  could  be  the 
long-term  answer  to  the  grow- 
ing problems  of  congestion  at 
existing  airports.  Such  a 
scheme  "should  not  be  ruled 
out  if  demand  for  airport 
capacity  in  the  South-east  is 
predicted  to  be  substantially 
higher  than  could  be  satisfied 


by  a single  runway  serving 
the  region”,  the  report  said. 

The  committee  said-  that 
BAA  had  performed  impres- 
sively in  building  up  Gat- 
wick, and  it  recognised  that 
capacity  at  Stansted  could  not 
have  been  developed  as  rap- 
idly as  it  has  without  the  prof- 
it from  the  two  other  London 
airports.  But  it  added:  "A 
company  that  owned  Stansted 


and  Gatwick  might  be  keener 
to  attract  traffic  from  Heath- 
row, and  the.  separate  owners 
of  Heathrow  would  have 
every  incentive  to  develop  its 
capacity  as  far  as  possible. 
There  would  thus  be  two  com- 
panies with  an  incentive  to 
provide  capacity  to  meet 
demand."  . 

Shares  fell  17p  on  the  day, 
dosing  at  507p: 


Forget  the  booze  cruise,  here  comes  the  cross-Channel  drink  link — courtesy  of  Richard  Branson 


Simon  Baavls  fan  Brussels 


f~y CHARD  Branson  yes- 
/iterday  threatened  to 
challenge  the  roles  banning 
duty  free  sales  on  cross- 
Channel  trains  as  he  helped 
launch  a package  of  cheap 
fares  on  Eurostar. 

Mr  Branson,  whose  Vir- 


gin Group  is  a part  of  the 
London  & Continental  con- 
sortium set  to  take  over  the 
running  of  Eurostar  ser- 
vices next  month,  plans  to 
run  return  trains  to  Lille 
for  duty-free  shoppers.  He 
said:  “We’re  going  to  intro- 
duce the  trains  to  show 
how  stupid  the  rales  are.” 

Airlines  are  still  free  to 


sell  duty-free  on  flights  to 
and  from  Brussels  and 
Paris.  They  will  continue  to 
do  so  until  the  end  of  1998 
even  though  the  right  was 
supposed  to  have  ended 
when  Eurostar  trains 
began  running. 

The  move  came  as  a new 
£49  Eurostar  return  fere  to 
Paris  and  Brussels  was  un- 


veiled alongside  plans  to 
run  dally  direct  services  be- 
tween London  and  Disney- 
land Paris.  Both  will  start 
from  the  end  of  June. 

A family  of  two  adults 
and  two  children  will  pay 
£198  to  go  to  Disneyland 
and  back  in  trains  that 
would  have  special  enter- 
tainment for  children.  The 


incentives  have  been  put 
forward  In  an  attempt  by 
London  & Continental  to 
more  than  double  traffic  in 
the  Eurostar  trains  in  the 
next  two  years.  The  group 
wants  to  boost  the  number 
of  passengers  from 
3.25  fniTlifin  last  year  to 
about  8.5  million  in  1998, 
when  London  & Continen- 


tal is  aiming  for  a stock 
market  flotation. to  raise  fi- 
nance to  build  a fast-link 
railway  service  from  Lon- 
don to  the  Channel  TunneL 
• If  jet  fails  to  meet  volume 
targets,  the  flotation  could 
be  delayed  by  up  to  two 
years,  threatening  a delay 
in  the  completion  of  the 
link  in  2002. 


Yesterday,  BAA  moved 
quickly  to  play  down  the  MPS 
conclusions^  A spokesman 
said  the  company,  saw  “no 
danger"  that  it  will  lose  con- 
trol erf  one  of  London's  main 

airports.  The  MMC  had  exam- 
ined BAA's  position  in  Lon- 
don before  and  found  it  to  be 
“in  the  national  interest”-  - 

He  said  the  real  crux  of  the 
Select  Committee's  report 
was  the  need  to  take  full  ad- 
vantage of  London's  runway 
capacity  in  order  to  beat  off 
competition  from  Amster- 
dam, FrankfUrt  and  Paris.  “If 
we  don’t  make  better  use  of 
our  aircraft  capacity  in  Lon- 
don then  they  will,  which  will 
harm  our  economy”. 

This  was  the  reason  for  the 
proposed  Terminal  Five  at 
Heathrow,  he  said.  A report 
fresn  the  MMC  relating  to 
BAA’s  pricing  policy  at  its 
South-east  services  is  ex- 
pected on  June  10. 


Marks  puts 
on  yet 
another 
solid  show 


From  the  boadroom 
to  the  high  street, 

Roger  Cowe  finds 
a buoyant  M&S 

SIR  Richard  Green- 
bury,  the  solid,  robust 
chairman  of  Marks  & 
Spencer,  personifies 
the  company  which  domi- 
nates Britain's  high  streets. 
That  it  is  solid  and  robust  is 
shown  by  yesterday’s  strong 
results,  the  latest  In  a series 
despite  the  travails  of 
weather  and  competition. 

And  Sir  Richard  dismisses 
critics  as  effortlessly  as  M&S 
fends  off  competitors.  The 
chairman  yesterday  flicked 
away  any  suggestion  of  weak- 
ness. blaming  either  the 
media  or  the  City,  or  both,  for 
getting  the  facts  wrong.  A cri- 
sis in  women's  outerwear? 
Nonsense.  Trouble  at  f works 
council?  Balderdash.  Too 
much  competition  in  food? 
Rubbish. 

It  is  certainly  true  that 
M&S  has  both  an  impressive 
record  and  an  immensely 
strong  position.  Profits  last 
year  would  have  broken  the 
magic  £1  billion  barrier  but 
for  extra  pension  costs.  Over 
the  past  five  years,  sales  have 
grown  by  more  than  a quar- 
ter, profits  by  almost  two- 
thirds.  and  the  dividend  by  70 
percent 

In  that  period  it  has  built 
up  a substantial  financial  ser- 
vices business  as  well  as  ex- 
panding abroad  so  that  19  per 
cent  of  sales  and  13  per  cent  of 
profits  come  from  outside  UK 
retelling.  The  group  has  net 
cash  of  more  than  £1  billion. 

That  is  a tough  act  to  com- 
pete with,  but  it  does  not 
mean  the  giant  is  impregna- 
ble. There  could  be  some 
minor  cracks  in  the  edifice. 

First  clothing.  M&S  has  the 
best  sites  and  the  biggest  mar- 
ket share,  which  give  it  huge 
advantages  over  its  rivals 
both  in  buying  and  in  getting 
people  into  the  stores. 

Zt  also  has  tremendous 
strength  in  buying  teams  and 
systems,  which  tends  to  get 
the  right  things  In  foe  shops 
more  often  than  rivals  do, 
plus  a powerful  brand,  in  the 
broadest  sense,  and  the  best 
staff,  both  of  which  give  shop- 
pers confidence  to  buy. 

All  that  doesn't  leave  much 


scope  for  cracks.  But  M&S. 
like  its  chairman,  is  getting 
on  a bit  in  style  and  fashion 
stance.  Traditionally,  it  does 
not  do  as  wen  in  more  spend- 
thrift and  fashionable  times. 
Also,  rivals  such  as  Burton 
and  BhS  have  recovered  over 
the  past  couple  of  years,  so 
are  more  likely  to  take  sales. 
There  is  the  hint  of  a crack. 

In  food,  foe  chain  occupies 
something  of  a niche  as  an  up- 
market retailer  of  pristine 
produce  and  chilled  ready 
meals.  It  has  maintained  mar- 
ket share,  but  foe  niche  is  in- 
creasingly being  invaded  by 
foe  top  supermarkets.  Just  to 
prove  the  point,  Tesco 
recently  recruited  a whole 
buying  team  from  M&5. 

As  with  food,  a serious  rival 
— in  foe  shape  of  Waitrose  — 
has  bounced  back  in  foe  past 
year  from  a dismal  trough 
and  is  now  a more  substantial 
competitor  in  the  Important 
south  east  region. 

So  there  are  a couple  of  tiny 
cracks.  But  there  is  also 
plenty  of  PolyflUa,  In  foe  form 
of  diversification  as  well  as 
core  strength. 

Financial  services  is  one 
example  of  the  group's  suc- 
cessful diversification,  with 
nearly  four  million  charge- 
card  accounts  handling  a 
quarter  of  store  sales,  more 
than  £500  million  in  personal 
loans  and  a growing  business 
in  insurance  and  pensions. 

INTERNATIONAL  busi- 
ness is  an  example  of  less 
successful  diversification. 
Last  year  M&S  sold  D'Al- 
lairds  In  Canada  to  extricate 
itself  from  one  long-running 
disaster,  but  of  foe  rest  only 
Hong  Kong  shows  foe  kind  of 
profits  the  group  must  expect 
Brooks  Brothers  in  the  US 
has  finally  shown  some  im- 
provement hut  with  less  than 
£11  mRion  profit  on  £286  mil- 
lion sales  (including  Japanese 
franchises)  there  is  an  awfel 
long  way  to  go. 

The  growing  business  in 
France  was  hit  last  year  by 
disruption  around  Paris,  but 
£26  million  profit  is  not  a lot 
out  of  £408  million  sales. 

But  on  the  positive  side, 
just  think  what  M&S  might 
do  once  it  has  established  it- 
self in  Germany  (beginning 
this  autumn)  and  finally  got 
things  right  in  France  and 
Spain.  It’s  a daunting  pros- 
pect, as  is  Sir  Richard 
himself. 


^ ?*** 

’i  ’ifZr.r.'ptts*  zr* 

Stock  market  value  El3fan 

U " 


p Main  activity: 


H Share  price  46ip  a-+28V«p  j clothing  and  food  retafling 
^ in  UK,  rest  of  Europe,  US  and 
Workforce  65,ooo  § Far  East  Financial  services  in 

i Mi  - ili?  UK 

Interest  cover  n/a  -J 


Pretax  proftt 


wrnmmm 


v A year  of  4 quarters 
| in  clothing 

^ % sales  increase  94/95 


? ± 

A 

* 2 


m 

■ 

■ 1 

BfaASSS 

m 

. follows  yoara  of  growth 

Total  sales,  £bn 


01 


02 


02 T 


04 


1330  91  SB  93  94 


35  96 


When  the  boat  comes  in . . . foe  Solitaire  is  the  largest  ship  ever  to  be  towed  up  the  Tyne 


Consumer  watchdog  lukewarm 
on  plans  to  stem  flow  of  leaks 


PHOTOGRAPH:  RAOUL  DIXON 


Now  Solitaire 
is  the  name  of 
the  game  for 
revitalised 
Swan  Hunter 

Martyn  Hatsall 

| HE  134-year-old  Swan 

I Hunter  shipyard  yester- 
day welcomed  a new  con- 
tract with  the  arrival  from 
Singapore  of  the  Solitaire 
— foe  • largest  9hip  ever 
towed  up  the  Tyne. 

A £50  million  contract, 
employing  np  to  1,200 
people,  will  complete  its 
conversion  from  a hulk  car- 
rier into  foe  world's  biggest 
pipe-laying  vessel.,  The 
work,  for  new  employers 
the  Dutch-owned  THC 
group,  is  seen  as  starting  "a 
new  direction”  for  the 
yard. 

Stephen  Byers,  Labour 
MP  for  Wallsend,  where  the 
yard  is  situated,  said:  “The 
arrival  of  the  Solitaire 
means  that  foe  community 
campaign  -to.  saver^S wan 
Hunter  has  been  a success.” 

Hie'  said  the.  Government 
had  "provided  absolutely 
no  assistance”  since  foe 
yard  was  plunged  into 
receivership  In  May  1993, 
after  failing  to  win  a vital 
government  order  for  a 
helicopter  landing  vessel. 

The  2,400  workforce 
dwindled  to  about  30  as 
receivers  Price  Waterhouse 
mounted  a worldwide 
search  for  a new  owner. 

THC  took  over  a year  ago 
as  foe  receivers  prepared 
for  an  auction  of  the  yard 
and  its  contents.  The  last 
vessel  to  leave  Swan 
Hunter  before  the  rescue 
.was  the  Type  23  frigate 
HMS  Richmond. 


Ofwat  is  to  reveal  water  companies’  plans  to 
tackle  waste,  writes  Nicholas  Bannister 


THE  WATER  companies 
have  told  Ofwat  the  in- 
dustry regulator,  that 
losses  through  leakage  should 
be  reduced  by  about  25  per 
cent  over  foe  22  years  to  2014- 
15 — a performance  which  foe 
National  Consumer  Council 
yesterday  described  as  very 
disappointing. 

Ian  Byatt  the  director  gen- 
eral of  Ofwat  told  a Commons 
select  committee  on  Monday 
that  he  intended  to  publish 
the  companies'  leakage  tar- 
gets and  that  he  was  prepared 
to  take  “enforcement  action" 
against  firms  which  failed  to 
meet  their  forecasts. 

The  figures  have  been  ex- 
tracted from  the  business 
plans  which  the  companies 
submitted  to  Ofwat  as  part  of 
the  last  price  review  in  1994. 
However,  estimating  leakage 
Is  a far  from  precise  science 
and  the  companies  have  left 
themselves  a considerable 
margin  for  error. 

Yorkshire  Water  and 
Thames  Water  both  said  that 
their  mid-range  estimates  for 
1999-2000  were  only  accurate 


to  within  plus  or  minus  SO  per 
cent,  with  four  other  compa- 
nies claiming  a 25  per  cent 
margin  of  error  and  the 
remaining  four,  10  per  cent 
Ofwat  said  caution  should  be 
exercised  when  comparing 
the  losses  across  companies 
because  the  extent  of  losses 
could  be  affected  by  factors 
such  as  soil  type  and  traffic 
loading. 

However,  Linda  Leonard,  of 
the  National  Consumer  Coun- 


cil, said:  "We  would  like  these 
differences  looked  at  more 
closely  to  make  sure  that  they 
are  justified.  It  also  seems 
that  the  companies  are  allow- 
ing themselves  an  incredible 
margin  of  error." 

She  said  the  intended 
reduction  over  the  22-year 
period  was  pretty  modest 
given  the  scale  of  the  losses 
and  that  there  was  a very 
strong  case  for  having  statu- 
tory leakage  targets. 

“Clearly  leakage  Impacts 
on  customers'  bills  and  on  foe 
broader  issue  of  conserva- 
tion." she  said.  “Customers 
are  being  told  to  conserve 


Estimated  water  losses  through  leakage 

(thousands  ot  cubic  metres  per  day) 
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Anglian - 

138 

107 

22.4 

Welsh  Water 

295 

193 

34.6 

Northumbrian  - 

70 

57 

18.6 

Northwest 

824 

611 

25.8 

Severn  Trent 

432 

380 

12.0 

Southern 

110 

84 

23.6 

South  West 

1Z7 

120 

5.5 

Thames .. 

595 

371 

37.6 

Wessex 

109 

89 

18.3 

Yorkshire 

389 

284 

26.9 

Total 

3080 

2298 

26.6 

(Source-  Company  torocaata  auOmlitaO  to  OtWar  in  tlarvh  1904) 


water  which  they  have  paid 
for  and  this  contrasts  with 
the  very  poor  performance  in 
reducing  leakage  by  the 
companies. 

“There  has  to  be  a much 
more  stringent  reduction.  It 
mokes  sense  for  the  compa- 
nies. their  shareholders  and 
their  customers." 

The  water  companies  have 
claimed  in  the  past  that  foe 
investment  needed  to  reduce 
substantially  foe  losses  from 
the  mains  would  be  prohibi- 
tive and  lead  to  higher  bills. 
They  also  pointed  out  that 
some  leakage  occurs  from 
pipes  on  customers'  premises, 
which  they  do  not  own. 

• Trade  and  Industry  Secre- 
tary Ian  Lang  yesterday 
referred  proposed  takeover 
bids  for  South  West  Water  by 
Wessex  Water  and  Severn 
Trent  to  the  Monopolies  and 
Mergers  Commission,  which 
is  expected  to  report  back  by 
November.  The  reference 
terms  will  be  announced 
shortly. 

Mr  Lang  had  to  refer  the 
bid  plans  under  the  Water  Act 
which  lays  down  that  merg- 
ers between  water  companies 
each  with  -assets  of  over  £30 
million  have  to  be  scrutinised 
by  the  MMC. 


High  spirits  taxes  leave  industry  suffering  bad  case  of  depression 


Pauline  Springett 


THE  British  spirits  indus- 
try yesterday  urged  foe 
Government  to  cut  the  tax 
on  its  drinks  to  avoid  dam- 
age to  exports,  UK  jobs  and 
the  balance  of  trade. 

Representatives  of  the 
Scotch  Whisky  Association 
and  foe  Gin  and  Vodka 
Assertion  of  Great  Brit- 
ain told  a cross-party  audi- 
ence of  MPs  and  peers  that 
the  UK  tax  on  Spirits  was 
far  too  high,  despite  foe 


4 per  cent  cut  Introduced  In 
last  year’s  Budget. 

Hugh  Morison,  director 
general  of  the  Scotch  Whis- 
ky Association,  said  foe  UK 
spirits  Industry  was  one  of 
Britain’s  commercial  suc- 
cess stories,  with  Scotch 
whisky  earning  more  than 
£2.2  billion  annually. 

“Increased  taxation  is 
leading  to  decreased  reve- 
nue for  the  Government,” 
he  said.  Mr  Morison  also 
stressed  foe  Importance  of 
the  export  market  — more 
than  85  per  cent  of  Scotch 


Whisky  is  sold  to  200 
countries  — bnt  the  indus- 
try was  faced  with  some  400 
barriers  to  trade  world- 
wide. These  ranged,  he 
said,  from  prohibition  to 
heavy  taxation. 

Mr  Morison  said  the  high 
tax  on  spirits  in  this 
country  made  It  hard  for 
the  UK  to  press  for  lower 
taxes  In  other  countries. 

The  UK  spirits  industry 
has  been  hit  by  worsening 
conditions  in  its  mature 
markets.  Sa&s  of  Scotch 
whisky  in  J6pan  dipped 


11  per  cent  last  year,  while 
US  sales  fell  by  9 per  cent. 

However,  sales  of  British 
spirits  in  eastern  Europe. 
Latin  America,  China  and 
India  were  all  rising  fast, 
often  because  UK  brands 
were  bought  as  “aspira- 
tional”  drinks,  according 
to  Martin  Riley,  a brand 
manager  at  Allied  Domecq. 

Britain's  three  leading 
drinks  companies.  Grand 
Metropolitan,  Allied  Do- 
raecq  and  Guinness,  have 
all  suffered  flat  results 
recently.  » 


News  in  brief 


for  retail  project 

CHEISITELD,  the  fast-growing  property  developer  which  recently 
unveiled  plans  for  a retafl  complex  at  London’s  White  City,  yesterday 
annoumed  a £102  million  rights  issue  to  telp  it  finance  the  develop 
mem.  Chelsfieki  said  investors  representing  30per  cent  erf the  shares 
being  issued  had  agreed  to  take  up  only  a proportion  of  their  rights, 
and  their  shares  would  be  placed  wife  Oly  institutions. 

At  the  same  time,  Chelsfieki  announced  that  it  was  taking  fun 
control  of  Merry  HID,  the  West  Midlands  shopping  centre  in  which  it 
is  already  the  major  shareholder,  for  £l(X3  miRkm.  News  of  the  issue 
down  5p  to  B49p.  against  the  rights  price  of 


Vos  per  expects  order 

VOSPER  Thorny  croft  is  confident  of  winning  “at  least  one"  bie 
warship  older  over  the  next  twelve  months  to  replace  foe  loasaf 

Royal  Navy  contract  to  the  GEO 
owned  Yarrow  on  the  Clyde  shipbuilder  in  February 
The  loss  of  the  Type  23  contract  led  to  the  loss  of 350 jobs  at  foe 


Pubs  takeover  planned 

“ bu?  Labatt  UK.  theBritishputaSSS^SSf 


Trust  to  be  liquidated 

a net  valu*  5K* 


Lufthansa  cost  drive  ~ 

Europe  have  also  declared  war 
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Racing 


Kinane  deadly  on 
Don  Micheletto 


Chris  Hmridns 


IICK  Kinane.  rated 
by  many  profes- 
sional observers 
toe  top  rider  in 
Europe,  came  over  from  Ire- 
iand  to  nde  seven  winners  at 
Yorfc  last  week  and  continued 
to  demonstrate  his  eonsum- 
nwte  skill  with  a double  on 
Deadly  Dudley  and  Don  Mi- 

£5^*®**°  at  Goodwood 
yesterday. 

^ Don  Mlcheletto’s  win  in  the 
Westminster  Taxi  Predomi- 
nate Stakes,  regarded  as  the 
f^al  Derby  trial,  appeared  to 
shed  Utile  light  on  the  Epsom 
Classic  racept  to  emphasise 
the  well-being  of  the  Godol- 
pmn  horses,  trained  by  Saeed 
Bm_  Suroor,  for  whom  Mark 
Of  Esteem  is  the  flag-bearer 
Kinane  got  Don  Micheletto 
to  stretch  out  well  to  beat 
Prize  Giving  by  half  a length, 
but  the  Machiavellian  colt  is 
yet  another  trial  winner  not 
entered  at  Epsom  this  time 
because  of  stamina  doubts. 

“Mick  said  this  is  his  trip 
and  I should  think  he'll  stick 
to  mile  and  a quarter  races  " 
commented  Simon  Crisford. 
Godolphln’s  racing  manager. 
“He’s  never  been  paired  with 
Mark  Of  Esteem  at  home  and 
you  can't  draw  any  definite 
conclusions  except  that  we 
think  Mark  Of  Esteem  is 


much  the  best  of  our  colts.  On 
breeding  there  must  be  a 
ooubt  about  him  getting  a 
mile  and  a half  but  he’s  very 
relaxed  in  his  work  and  Fran- 
Kie  (Dettori)  is  pretty  confi- 
dent he  will  stay." 

Mark  Of  Esteem  is  gener- 
ally on  offer  at  7-1  for  the 
Derby  while  the  Predominate 
third  St  Mawes  is  rated  a 25-1 
chance  by  Coral's. 

St  Mawes  Is  owned  by  Lord 
Swaythling  who  has  been  in 
the  game  for  41  years  without 
ever  having  a runner  in  the 
Derby.  “I’ve  waited  long 
enough  and  this  horse  will 
bloody  well  run.  although  I 
think  he’s  more  of  a Leger 
horse  really.”  opined  bis 
Lordship. 

Dr  Mass  Ini  is  Derby  favour- 
ite at  4-1  with  a nm  with 
Hill’s,  but  yesterday's  ex- 
pected announcement  from 
the  Michael  Stoute  stable 
about  the  extent  of  the  colt’s 
lameness  did  not  materialise. 

Kinane  had  earlier  got  a 
spectacular  response  from 
Deadly  Dudley  in  the  Teg- 
leaze  Maiden  Stakes  to  pul- 
verise the  odds  on  favourite 
Granny's  Pet. 

Deadly  Dudley,  named  after 
the  St  George's  family  butler 
in  the  Bahamas,  was  making 
his  debut  and  rather  sur- 
prised Richard  Hannon,  his 
trainer,  but  loved  the  little  bit 
of  cut  in  the  ground.  In  simi- 
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Newcastle  programme  tonight 


lar  conditions  he  could  run  at 
Royal  Ascot  in  either  the  Nor- 
folk or  Coventry  Stakes. 

Gay  Kelleway,  who  has  in- 
herited much  of  her  father 
Paul's  combative  ebullience, 
was  confident  after  the  first 
race  success  of  Forza  Figlio 
that  Russian  Music  would 
give  her  a double  in  the 
Chichester  Festival  Handicap 
but  the  gelding  finished  fost 
to  be  beaten  a length  by  King 
Of  Peru. 

Ray  Cochrane  had  to  switch 
Russian  Music  to  the  wide 
outside  and  in  doing  so 
allowed  the  winner  to  get  first 
run.- 

King  Of  Peru  was  a fifth 
winner  of  the  season  for  Alan 
Jarvis  who  is  resurrecting  his 
training  career  at  Aston 
Upthorpe  in  Oxfordshire  after 
he  was  badly  let  down  by  an 
owner  five  years  ago,  necessi- 
tating the  sale  of  his  palatial 
stables  near  Royston. 

The  man  of  the  moment 
Kinane  has  been  booked  to 
ride  Beauchamp  King  in  Sun- 
day's Irish  2,000  Guineas  and 
Ladbrokes  make  the  Dunlop 
colt  4-1  third  best  behind 
figou  d'Inde  at  3-4  and  Spin- 
ning World  at  3-1. 

John  Reid  rode  Beauchamp 
King  into  fifth  behind  Mark  of 
Esteem  in  the  English  2,000 
but  goes  to  Rome  on  Sunday 
to  partner  Heron  Island  in  the 
Italian  Derby. 
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THE  bookmaking  indus- 
try has  given  a 
resounding  welcome  to 
the  Commons  National  Her- 
itage Committee  Report  on 
the  National  Lottery,  which 
yesterday  urged-  the  gov- 
ernment to  permit  betting 
on  the  outcome  of  each  Sat- 
urday’s draw. 

The  report,  although 
broadly  praising  Lottery 
operators  Camelot  for  the 
success  of  the  venture,  rec- 
ognised that  Its  popularity 
has  had  an  adverse  effect 
on  the  betting  industry. 

As  a result  it  recom- 
mended legislation  allow- 
ing the  placing  of  bets  on 
the  weekly  draw  — betting 
already  takes  place  in  Brit- 
ish shops  on  the  result  of 
the  Lotto  draw  in  Ireland. 

Graham  Sharpe  of  Hill's 
said:  “We  welcome  the 
recommendations.  Since 
they  opened  for  business  in 
May  1961.  betting  offices 
have  been  able  to  offer  odds 
about  any  future  event, 
with  the  sole  exception  of 
the  National  Lottery.” 

Tristram  Ricketts,  chief 
executive  of  the  British 
Horseracing  Board,  felt 
that  the  recognition  of  the 
betting  industry's  difficul- 
ties would  “reinforce  the 
case  for  a further  cut  in  bet- 
ting duty.” 
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X 033M8  HAMAIAB  (B)  U Mglra*  44-7 

3 0(803841  iTOIBRnr  (14)  9 HprtoBfl  5 8 T 

4 4-50012  HMLB  CARYOll  {■)  B Hsilfctn  5-S-lQ 

5 8003  ALPMB PAM IHumw  Jam* 34U 

a lO  CAULK (23) (Bnchtoiaton 3-84 

7 15SSSAmBI{SD)PM0)Hati3«7 

TOP  FORM  TIPS.  Atol  B Ml  r 9. 5e»la  Ctete  8 

BatatoS-lEagl*  Canyefl.  7-8  Alpi«  PwDw.i-l  Or  Edgar.  6-1  Call  He.  7-1  Menahu.  13-1  Stornte 
15-1  Sto  S A Wnrmr  Trtete* 


Worcester  National  Hunt  card 


i (nb) 


LBSIedyCcutan 
4J5  Mch  Lite 
GjOO  Mncalgl 
UO  Taluk 


2.25  EARLS  CROOKS  JIIYBBU  HUBDLE 4Y0 1 


QdU 

212B28  HAMUTOM  BRK (IB) (P)(W)MP*ie  1M2 . JBlkluteMr 

051221  HHMMUUBd  1)  (CO)  Use  HKBigm  11-12 JMrJCttafP) 

PV  AOABtST  THE  CLOCK  (15)  J Mil  "ms  W-12 

BEST  OF  BOLD  NGranem  10-12 P 

«£  FRAMOE  HARIrr  (18)  6 Carre  l 1&-1T  . M 

6 QAKMJHY (75) Uba L SutoaH  10-12 A' 

40P0  RBUCHT (IS) Jjankins  10-12 *Fta* 

032  ■P1BIAMTE(14)  H Huggertdge  19-12 BP.nl 

8-4  Mim-Uto-And.  9-4  Hem  ton  5n  t-1  Soimame,  7-1  Oatoory  6-1  Rad  lighL  10-1  Beat  Ot 
Bold.  25-1  AgaJns)  The  Dock.  Frsnfae  Harry  Steaara 


2.55  RMPUKHRCERAinCAP  HURDLE 2m B(C2^00 


1 

2 

2 

4 

8 

8 

T 

8 

8 

10 

11 


1 WAS8LXTUrr(28)CD)Kllorgaa4-1V10 ._ASSmMi 

DSF3  WHISTIMQ  BUCK  (14)  R Rote 8-11-6 .DOSta 

0P4P  OAJRAAN  (18)  NTttttjn-Dftntt.  7-U-2 C Uemipi 

8556b  CAISNKAL  HUS  (2B)J  Edwardt  7-1 M VOtoywr 

U332  TAP  OH  TOOTSIE  (14) T WaP  4-11-0 RMimry(B) 

003-008  DUBEUK(25)J King 6-1 1-0 S< 

Z60U-0P  BAM  PLACE  (IB)  K Burke  9-10-13 A 

OOfflCP  LEAP  Bi  THE  DARK  (4)  Mtsc  L Sdda>l  WW! A 


436P83  MMTER ROM (18) M Sheppard 5-10-10 JPaanB 

4UD363  CLOCK  WATtimifM)  J B Mg*  8-16-7  — Dtoorrl. 

SP35D4  urTLETBtCTURE  (12)  Dm  T HOnncs  SWnner  5-1D-2  Inghte  MBrlelQ)  * 

i7— 4 nasal  Seen.  5-1  WhHMig  Bte  5-1  Tap  On  Toon*  8-1  Mite  Rose.  9-1  Defraan.  10-1  Clack 
Vbcftcra.  12-1  Cerdnel  Rule  11 


3.25  PtMVW  HAMnCAPCKASE2m4f  110|daC4>B43 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 
T 
8 
9 

10 

11 


U622F3  WISE  APPROACH  (5)(0)(D)  A tatley  9-12-0 S HcJtoto 

032303  MIKPS TO  SAV  (14)  MlssVWdMum  ID-11-10 

05-9H6  M0MRAT  CUR  (IB)  J TM*  1M1-7 El 

SPSm  BAUYPARSOM  (IS)  (OJRDeXjn  10-11-5 

RI0P53  CH05ULA (12)  HPte  6-11-5  

31P1FP  TllDOfi P4BIA (44) (D) (BF) N headsman 12 J88mntl 

Pr42fif-0  OK  CORRAL  (15)  (D)  6 Bektng  9-10-1? RCSSnrd* 

111505  HUSMQRA  (32)  [CO)  P Hotfcr  7- lfun R Dunned* 

11^4K»5  POHTYIITSKHI  (21)  (C)  D BurcheU  6-HM1  PJBtett.B* 

F-54P03  SAfVAAH  (18)  (OSKnrpfn  9-10-8 

1P-I1P3  BLACK  CHURCH  (14)  R Rowe  VMO-O JB< 


5-2  C route.  4-1  BaTy  Piraon.  5-1  Uusttora.  7-1  llto  Approach.  6-1  Rontynyseeru  Wko  * To  Say. 
10-1  Btock  tarefi,  i>-i  Hoeday  Club  • 11  teams 


3.55  ■RBEEHTTRAOBM' HAIBK8P HURDLE 2m  *2^90 

1 1-00001  88CHETABYOFBTATE(11)(D)QArb«jlhrv>nB-lM0 Jll 

2 COP355  HANOT  LASS (15) JSmto  7-11-0 .T  J Mraphy  (3) 

3 I40P10  STAPLEFDIB LADY (21) (D)J Moon 8-10-12 .VHdtoritel 

4 2214F6  LADY COWESS fl 9) (D) J R Llploi  6-10-1 1 JISbimIb 

3 003314  CMOS'S  OLHI  (1 1)  (CD)  J Bradtey  7-W-10 QayLete(3)W 

5 234404  MUi. JAMB (11) (P](BF)C Dime  10-1D-4 ATkenta* 

7 451200  JAVA  SHVHB  (19)  (D)J  To*  6-10-3 

8 25-0006  THE  EXECUTOR  fl  1)J -toseph  B-1D-S 03 


040L9-2  PHALAROPE (119(D) r.  Morgan  B-1B-1  AS) 

22568  ZAHID(12B)  A Bnrte 5-10-0 AJ 

22P-301  COURAQBOUS  KMOHT  (7)  P Hayward  7-I&-0  . - _B  Faaton  C3) 

7-4  Secreary  0)  5tite.  5-1  Oms  s Glen.  S-1  Java  Shrine.  Ud<  Confess.  10-1  Handy  LdO.  Ml) 
James.  CaisegeoiitKnigiiL  12-1  The  feecidH  11  iman 


4 .25  HAMLEY  CASTLE  NOVICE  CHASE  tow  41 1 lOfds  C3A41 

60-F1  KERItfEL  (33B)  (C)  R Rom  9-11-7  „ . 

S1MJ21  PONTOON  BRIDGE  (IB)  (D)  G Harrad  B-H-T  

6J-1FF2  REALCLB (tl)(D)  (Bn  0 Sherwood T-U-7  J A BcCwlky 

P352(-P2  BENTLEY  MAHOH  (32)  K B'ldgwator  7-11-4  RStaP*e 

4060  LUKE  MAM  (21)  DGandoto  5-11-0 — — ...  .Q  Optra 

4501-00  RK» UFE (54) CWeeOor 5-11-0 JIT 

0-USS  S9ST BUCK (11) Rhiga  7-IM 

C3f>  APRIL GMUME(8T) l Snfiok 9-10-9 

rOOO'-FH.T  HALLYRAMEBOW (11) C Jackson 8-10-9  ..MrOI 

1-14132  HU8YWSIDII  (280)1  Forswi  7-10-9 - - SWyana 

L.DOPO-0  SHAMHJSS  UUIY(272)  G tem  6-10-8 -SBmrata 

O-0P00U  EBOSTTHON (1 1) J UuIlK 5-10-2 SCwvM 

6-4  Pontoon  Bridge.  5-2  Menvei  7-1  Real  dee.  8-1  Rich  Lite  Ruby  Vaton.  20-1  Bentley  Manor 
25-1  Sweet  BuO  12  maim 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
B 
7 
S 
9 

10 

If 

12 


J8lawa(7) 


5.00  SHRAVLEV  STANDARD  OPEH  NH  HAT  RACE  (MT  Q &a  Cf  ,333 

BARTON  BULLDOZER  G Balding  (HV-0 

BUFFS  BOY  N Hendarun  5-11-0 
0 CAIUHQ  TIC  TURK  (25)  U Banadough  5-11-0 

CLMCMG  6 Hanaend  5-n-0 MmAPanan 

OUBOItaVWiliim  5-11-0 -..JtDauta 

LARCASTHUNJETj  Edwards  5-11-0 Ji  Dwyer 

53  UIMO (1 1) K Brtdgwaief  5-11-0 .DBridatasr 

PRRICE2UL MrB J Prlrnnn 5-11-0  -RPtete 

ii  iRintiriin [iiiiTmi in  n n n dhaoi 

CARMVAL CLOWN K BShnp 4-1D-9  - Hftnawr 

CHANTEY  LAD  N Dam  4-10-S  - B Fenton  (3) 

CtASnCCHATJ  Spunng  4-10-9  Rltemod* 

0M  MESP(18]  JOSJisa  1-70-0  — IKctaaf  ariraii  (7) 

QUICK  BOMLOI D Nicholson  4-10-9  — JUatam 

TOER  BEEN  Michel  5-10-9  — EapMa ■tot—  (E) 

»THUE  RHYME  (11)C  Smith  HM — VSMIaiy 

9-2  Ouck  Bernier.  5-1  BiMs  Boy.  11-2  taking.  7-1  Luma  PnnoaM.  8-1  Uiuanrtra  Jet  72-1 
Cbsnc  ChnL  Banon  Biiktozer  19  nawiirv 


f 

2 

3 

4 

5 
8 
7 
B 
9 

10 

11 

1* 

11 

14 

IE 

14 


5.30  SMTAWLET  STAMMRD  OPEN  NH  FIAT  RACE  (0IV  2)  2m  £1,333 

061  SPRUlBDOUBUi  08)  NTwrsam-Dmsc  5-n-7 CltaeRyw 

4 AWS  CONTRACTS  (48)  C tanatey  5-11-3 8 Pantun  (1) 

5 BUCKWAHT(8S)AJ«yJwn  8-11-0  . — AHwnta 

(8- DUKE  OF  USE  (441)  J Ponton  8-11-0 TJta.pH/H) 

FOflHDOBI  WATERS  J Edwants  5-11-0 ADayer 

MYTHICAL AWHOACH  D Mclulvon  6-11-0 H Intnaim 

0 pros  HOCK  (18)  G Balding  5-11-0 UCMard 

RUM  CUSTOMER  C BenieB  5-1V0  — MrJCnigUaa 

D SOUTHBRNCHOSStoATCH(iaO)JWhe8f-11-JJ  -WMcfteod 

TEUIXUnJPHman  5-11-0 — RPknte 

WAHM0J  Bosley  6-1  VO Ate 

FTUMDSHB>  N Hantoraor  4-10-9  T Ha  warm 

ROMHDAR  BucUet  6-10-9  HteoB 

05  SOL  MUIRS  (18)  5 Eaile  4-10-9  — O 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

9 

7 

8 

9 

10 

tt 

12 

13 

14 

15 

19 


(T> 


SO  RAJADORA (18) L Snao4  4-10-4 .__ta»AI 

:3-l  Spring  Dmille.  4-1  Fnendthp.  9-2  Mythical  Approach.  7-1  TeliA.  8-1  FortUddeo  Water*.  10-1 
Aw*  Con&BCtt.  Bak&een.  16-1  Ruenda  lOnaman 


Salisbury  runners  and  riders  tonight 


7.45 

8.18 


+ Danatm  btakaia.  Oman  Wflk  best  ■*  to  TL 

• SKY  TTi  7.15, 7A8, 8.18  A 9A5. 

6.1  5 WMREPAMSH  RARMEH  BLUES-  STAKES  2YO  Bf  C3^S0 


10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 


ADVANCE  RBttO  J AWhrM  8-1 1 
SU  Ryan  8-11 

rj  Dun  ton  Ml 

I JB9B.  n Hbanoo  B-IT 

mOVEPABi  HABER  B Meehan  6-11 

LUCKY  WP  0 Ctoppe*  8-1 1 


IMUcComad  9-H . ^ 

NASSCUIA  U Chaorvo  6-11 

in  Hanaro a-i I 

I M McCormack  S-T1 

'HtapnonB-l! 

6 5UFBICAL(19)DDBWORn6-ll  HCnnhrm.  14 

WATERCOLOUR  P Colo  6-H C Atom  13 

63B  WMMOm(11)KHcAuBfe8-11 JFtal 

WnOHRC  HOUR  Mr*  J Cecil  B-11 ThmalO 


GDI 


199»iawAHate3  311TQtato8-4(PPICteff  rmB 

nun  I*  7-2  YUercotoi*  6-1  Vf'Khlog  Hour.  PemvitoA.  8-1  Green  JeweL  SopercaL  Hswaaa.  9-1 
Cumpiwy,  10-1  Rwsan  Sate  il-i  Groveta*  4la<den.Li**yDto  llwmai 


6.45  SmaORMi OAMRNU  KAHDIOUI  1m4f  faLOM 

1 D4142D  anUKHWICN  AOAM (48) (D)TU«a 4-9-12 

2 5ZMU  RACRia  HAWK  03)  USkiMden  4-9-10 

3 &4E310  BAOCWTRKKS 03) (DJS Dow 6-0-8  . 

5550*0-0  WORLD  EXPRESS  (48)  BtMImm  8-94 


22)0-305  OBLLY  LAD  (20)  U Ryan  5-9-7 

0050-00  FAsraflOOU  (18)  UUSfier  4-8-11  MANS* 

0000-0  BWCX  COURT  (40)  R J ttoognton  4-8-H Barry  1 

03454-0  ACIHJASHBL (14) (D)C  Alton 5-8-0 Cl  ~ 


K7)18 


IS3B0S-  SWCUflt LAD (312) R NodBe* 9-6-8 TBpratotw- 

LTHC32-  DUTY 5BKMAHT (343) R WlBheil 7-A-G  jDBmteallJ 

0Q04-(H  KRETAL BREEZE (25) WHw 4-6-5 HCaUnnalR 

SOOOO-  WOODLANDS ERSROY (23S) P PrRCMld 5-8-6 .JoHmte(7)a 

5r<«00-  KMUURAD (284) K C-Brown 7-4-4 BDoyiaAw 

BC-OE  STBBJMU  FELLOW  (20)  RHunon  34-5  — JF  Span  IB 

110SS-  OLOW  FORUM  0 BO)  (O)  L Montague  Hen  5-8-3 JtaeO’HaW(3>3 

QfflOOO-O  SA88  LBBENS(17)  Urs  U Long  6-6-2 _T  PHM  (7)  14 


0000-04  CHRVELEYDAIKBI(8IQTNBii(yiton  6-8-1 
000  HSMBMBPR  STAR  (13)  A Nawcontoe  3-7-13 

IS  3000-40  Bm&  (80)  K Burk*  7-7-12  

20  85000-OONOU  03)  JUUlins  8-7-11 

TOP  FOMmFS)  fend  8,9leiRag  MmT,  Bag  WTHtaa  9 
1 095:  Royal  tataE  8 7 0 A Whelan  35-1  (O  L Moara)  1 9 ran 

RaBkra  7-1  Duly  Sargeam.  8-1  Greewueh  Agan,  AckltoeHeU.  Bttrbng  Fetow.  10-1  Btg  OCTrtefca.  BraaO. 
(Son  Forun.CBiBy  Led.  18-1  KrtotalBraere  20namm* 


7.f  5 BOtUltUSH CMAMPAOBM HANDICAP (ManUMAH  AMATEURS) 71 C3J1B4 


222716  KB4OCHD>B0Y(13){D)U  Rysa7  -t7-0 

E5O0-9  M0nWmiM»(9)(D)1BT*raai4-1Vl2  — 
2D56-01  MUIOCOOm  (5ft  to)  (CO)  UCunuan  7-11-12  . 
D40005  L2KXM  CHOF1EU  01)  (D)  P CandeB  7-11-11  ... 
5*15-00  WRITO  SCOUT  (30)  C Brook*  8-11-9 
413B0  JKtSAW  BOY(18)(D)PMarp6y7-lV8 

25SO-0  KXVASOMO  (38){C)B  HPto  4-T1-T 

00SC4D  DAILY  B«  (8)  B Dow  3-1 1-5 


2 
2 

4 

5 
4 
» 

A 

(4)18 

> 0-001  puma  PSMUNrmiBftntoteiORtaanHi  3-11-5 RRktoRS 

10  5428/29-  HAZDIAH (3881  PU*k»5-l1-J  JOmktoO 

11  054003  AiMAPA  (4)  (CD)  H Hodges  4-Q-10 

12  0820-06  OOUHrMONBOMAMtlT 08) (Q d» N BafiMge 8-10-7  — JO ftftrW7 

l02)(D)RFH»ai5-1b-5 Tl 


13 

14 


009000  SHATHEt  DOMAIN  ( 


158000 


02)(D)J  Long  10-fW  — 


K4)14 


13  ■ 00-5045  P04Km(20) Mrs P Dntfeeid 4-HM  J.daBaM(4>2 

18  UOOO-46  PWHTBI  SQUADRON  (10)  (D)RP*ecKk  7-10-3  — A arte  (4)  11* 

IT  60D-060 -nrAWUM  HONDA (RB) (D) D OBron 5-8-7 VliHiMr (4)4* 

TOP  pomm  Daly  RNk  8,  XftBte  Bey  7.  Atagn  • 

1995c  SpatasT'a  Bavtoga  9 12  O Mr  J Dinkan  ft4  (Ite  HaoHagdan)  15  nn 

OUta  *i  3-1  DU)y  RMl  11-4  Uerccco.  7-1  Kingckip  Boy.  Fh*g  PencenL  8-1  Horn  W ft  Edee.  Atnepa. 
12-1  Kavatoogo.  14-1  Mearaa,  Ccurrog  NewnniteL  Ag»w  by  ITnmnms 


7.45  ST.  EDMUND  OP  ABNDDOH  UHIM  STAKRS  3YO  lm  If  C%407 

t 313-220  DEABUWTBH 04) UisURtaey Ml JIM* 2 

2 4022-45  DROWN  MAKER  (33)  RHaiBU*  8-11 Dm  OWaM  (2)  E 

3 9040-  MAJ0AKJER^B(23B)  W Hern  8-11  Tfprtol* 

4 4-M  SANDY  FLOSS (23) (BP) HCecfl 8-11 MfiHayl 

5 82-30  BOTALD(VEMKNI(19)(BP)JDuttep8-6 T (tote 3 

TOP  fORMTIPSl  OtodtaThM  B,  SaMf  HM  7 
tBUiTjAaynr  SB  11 0 DufflaM  7-2  (Lady  Harriet)  Bite 

~ Thill  *T ~ii  *i  " — " ~ ~ ~ *— - Siman 


8.1  5 LARDFORDHABBi  STAKES  3YO  71  C4.S70 

1 0-  ATTAMXH(£01)JGc»<toft9-0 W Cm  14 

2 DOUBLE  MARCH  P Webber  9-0 -TOtta  1 

3 MR  HACKER  Gn®n*f9-0 — ARddmy(7)5 

4 3 PRIME  UQHT  (84)  GWregg  9-0  - M HMc  12 

5 06  5CnUTAH(12)PMawi9-0  3 Bantam  13 

S 0SUPJU(6)R  Harmon  Ml Rl 

7 SOVEMMMS  COURT  Dtappail  9-0 BI 

B 00  TTtEDHEY  WEAVER  02)  RFlewrr  9-0 D Btagt  3 

9 WELSH  EMBLEM  G VTragg  9-0  - — .WWnetall 

10  0 AIAJYAM88)  » Wihryn  8-9 R Curtate  10 

ff  BLUE  JUMBO  IV  item  8-9 OUHtaaR 

12  *BUMHNQ  FLAME  RBrwraM SDrwme(3)4 

18  CAMPHAHftFto«rB-9 JDSmEb(S)7 

■ 14  00  VOODOO  ROCKET  (12)  J Gooden  8-9 DMadS 

TOP  NDHMTIPSi  Prtne  Ughf  8,  Op  Jig  7,  Senator  8 
lOOSi  Storm  BM2B 11  JTato  13-3(8  ALPnatop)  12  raw 

BaBtog-  2-1  Pima  UgM.  11-4  S<«  Jrg.  6- 1 AUailto.  8-1  Voodoo  Hocus.  SOmftar.  12-1  Sovorettyn  Court 
15-1  Double  Merc*  Wesh  Emtuem  14  item 


8.45  BOMSEY  HANDICAP  SI  C3^10 

1 4013U  F1BOHX.VBRAVS  02)  (D)  Bay  Kedeway  6-8-12 WJOTtoartO 

2 1-34115  R090MACIC(BB}1  Homs^ia  Hall  4-9-6 BSutanR 

3 43DOOB  HALBHIT  (12)  (B)B  Bur  (yrrnc  7-9-5  DtocCte(S)B* 

4 0050-50  CONE  SAVAGE  (IB)  (O)  W MuSSCfl  6-9-3 HCwtatel 

5 06000-0  mcHDOMARi08)(qO)JSpeai1ngfr«-S 5 Drawwe  (S)  7 

S 58-5  CAS3WERE 07) DCIunwil 4-9-2 BTIaanonO 

7 HXWSJ  maOLMSWJCX own (30) CD) /BF) M i-8-O JDwmi*(7)3 

B BD80IW)  ASTRAL INVADCH(44)(D)M  Saunders 4-8-1 1 JIPHend 

9 0UMHB  ADMIRALS REAUI (4) (D)  A Nnwconfte 7-8-0 AHatoayB 

10  (8-000  DIAMOND RANCLB (44)  W Mun  4-7-15  ... Marta Owyar (5)  B 

TOP  FORM  W®  Ooan  Samoa  8,  Oggfamakk  dirt  7,  PtaMV  Bra*a  8 
199Si  Hhy  fVlad  3 9 8 L DaOml  10040  (N  A Ctoaghna)  13  uni 

■ettap:  1I-*  aggto9Ud  OhL  0-1  Rnba  Wage.  5-1  Fitondly  Brave.  7-1  Hebert  8-1  Gone  Savage. 
Cawenete.  10-1  AMiai  nvater.  16-1  Admrab  Reako  lOnamara 


Results 


GOODWOOD 

2.lO(lra):1, FORZA  FMLIO.JRetd  0-1 
lav);  X,  Ito-te  (20-1):  S,FnaJ  (50-1). ) ) 
ran,  K IK  (MJss  Gay  Kelleway)  Totn-  Q50: 
EI.SO.  E7.00,  £10.50.  Dual  F:  £43.10.  Trio 
£1 61 .70.  G8F-  £53.00 

SM  (7m  1,  KINO  OF  PMHII,  Pal  Eddery 
(14-1);  2,  Ruaaiaui  tamlo  (11-21;  3,  State 
o4 Caution  (13-2)  5-1  lav Kllidna.  I2ran  1. 
1 (A  Jarva)  Tour  CIO  3a  £2.9a  Cl  M.  £2.80 
dual  F-  €1840.  Trio-  ElflBLH?.  CSF:  E87J78 
Tricasc  C54D  SI. 

3.10  (5m  1,  MADLY  DUDLEY,  U J Kin- 
ane (7-1):  *,  Cranny*  Pnt  (9-13  lav);  a. 

remit  ~rT  - r T * — e - ff*‘* * 

Tote:  £420  Dual  F S2S0  CSF:  Cl  1.33. 

3d40  (lm  CDcl.DOM  mCMHJCTTO,  M J 
Kfeans  (S-1):  2.  Prtan  Ghtno  (4-1  ravj;  3, 
St  Nate  (S-1).  B ran.  X.  2*.  (Saeed  bln 
Suroor)  Tata:  E6  2&  £2.00.  Cl  SO.  Cl  .70  Dual 
F:  £800.  Trio:  £1030  CSF-  £23.03. 

4.10(1  mHI.HuawnrY.W  Ryan  (7-2  lav). 
»,  Oiton  Ptorftem  (10-1).  3,  Star  Tateot 
(6-1).  11  ran.  Shtid.SE  (B  Hanhury]  Tote: 
E42tt  E1.ro.  £1^0.  C1.80.  Dual  F:  EM.40. 
Trio-  £1070.  CSF:  £33.98.  TrlcaaC  £18400. 
4AS  <0m  1.  WITHOUT  FH1BNOS.  Dene 
O’Neill  |3-1):  2,  Mtae  Bnrontote  140-11;  a, 
BNIto  Ground  (100-30).  7 ran.  4.  1 (R 
Hannon)  Tots:  £270.  Cl  40.  £7.10  Dual  F: 
£54. 10.  CSF-  £8230.  NR-  Magnolia 
ft20(8m  1.LOCH  PATRICK,  J Reid  (11-4 
lav);  2,  Mnatandrw  (5-1 1:  3.  Hard  To  F»n- 
m«  (B-i).  7 ran.  Nk.  hd-  <M  Madgwick)  Tote: 
030  £2 10.  £2.50.  Dual  F-  £1220  CSF: 
£14.00. 

JACXPon  £7.ioo  m 

PLACMPOK  CI33.60  QUADPOTtt  C4C3D 

BEVERLEY 

2JS(sm  1,  SKYERS  FLYER.  N Connar- 
1M1  (7- 1 ):  a,  C-Mtov»  (7-2).  a,  Ltate  Mfcwlc 
(12-1).  6-4  lav  Fll  For  The  Job.  Bran  1Y.nL 


(Ronald  Thompson)  Tola  F72D:  £200. 
£1.30. «».  Dual  F-  CiaSD  CSF:  £3266. 
US  (BfR  1 .STRUGGLE*.  K Darlay  (4-1 1 
lav);  2,  Locfcy  Parima  113-21:  3.  Tnfeadou 
(20-1 L 7 ran.  3*.  2 (D  Lodar)  Tola:  Cl.aft 
El.  ML  £230.  DuafF:  0.20.  CSF.  £3  59. 
32B(im  lOOyda>  I.TERTIIIM.J  Carroll 
113-2):  XCNttora  Foa  (5-1  )(-lav);  3,  Oym- 
mfc  lh  oral  art  (16-2).  5-1  |(-lav  Queans 
Consul.  11  ran.  2.  2t  (Martyn  Wane)  Tote: 
£3.70.  £250.  £120.  £2.10.  Dual  F:  £1980 
Trio:  £74  JD  CSF-  £37^5.  TNcaSt  £23331. 
L98  (71  lOOrda):  1.  HUUHGLIAHO,  K 
Dariey  (S-1 5 lavl:  2,  Hemmlou  (16-1);  3, 
Otoel  Dtaawnd  (25-1).  9 ran  IIS.  hd.  (M 
Stoute)  Tola:  £1-50:  £1.10.  £220.  £4  ea  Dual 
F:  £10-40  Trio:  £314.30  CSF:  £1092 
435  (in  11 207yda)i  1.  FAMlYWIHOB, 
K Fallon  (11-4  lav):  2.  btora  125-1);  3. 
BNtay*  nrat  (16-1).  M ran.  Sh  hd.  X.  (Mia  J 
Raraeoenl  Tale-  £5.60  £2-10  £230.  £330 
Dual  F.  £10730  Trio:  £411.90  CSF:  £57.76. 
Tricaat  £86730  NR:  Parpohial  UghL 
(LOO  (lm  Of  21«ydU  1,  STRATMOIC 
PLOY,  K Fallon  (6-2  lav);  2,  Qo- 
dln  Potoei:  Iter  (S-1).  8, 


. _ (5-1).  B ran.  W.  US.  (Mrs  J 

Ramaden)  Tow  C3.3D;  Ei.Ttt  £2.00.  £130 
Dual  F:  C730  Trio  £1730  CSF:  £1532 
Tncest:  £54.17 

PLACSPOTSE20.10  QUADPOR  £730. 
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SOCCER:  ENGLAND  GET  DOWN  TO  GRASS  ROOTS  IN  BEIJING 


European  Cup  final 

Juventus  v Ajax  Amsterdam 


friends  but 


Martin  Thorp*  fat  Rom* 


PHOTOGRAPH:  WILL  BMGESS 


Leap  into  the  unknown . . . the  England  players  get  in  some  light  training  on  the  much-maligned  Workers'  Stadium  turf  yesterday 

Sod’s  Law  to  test  Venables’  defence 


David  Lacey  finds  injuries  have  queered 
the  coach’s  pitch  for  tomorrow’s  match 


| ITHER  reports  of  the 
wretched  state  of  the 
pitch  in  the  Workers’ 
[Stadium  here,  where 
England  play  China  tomor- 
row, were  grossly  exagger- 
ated or  the  Chinese  have  dis- 
covered the  horticultural 
equivalent  of  a cure  for  bald- 
ness. Probably  the  truth  lies 
somewhere  in  between. 

Certainly  there  was  little  to 
unnerve  Terry  Venables's 
players  as  they  completed  a 
light  training  session  at  the 
stadium  yesterday  afternoon. 
The  conditions  were  hardly 
forbidding,  and  considerably 
less  hard  on  the  feet  than  a 
morning  in  the  Forbidden 
City. 

The  surface  is  well-grassed 
with  the  odd  bare  patch,  and 


generally  flat  despite  a few 
ruts.  England  have  played  on 
worse,  most  memorably  the 
pitch  in  Limassol  in  1975 
when  Don  Revie's  side  met 
Cyprus  In  a European  Cham- 
pionship qualifier. 

Then,  not  only  was  the  field 
bumpy  and  pock-marked  but 
the  metal  heads  of  the  sprin- 
kler system  were  showing 
through.  Yet  England  won  1-0 
and  nobody  was  damaged. 

David  Seaman,  whose  bro- 
ken ankle  in  Beijing  a year 
ago  when  he  was  playing  for 
Arsenal  largely  inspired  the 
present  scare,  still  felt  able  to 
compare  the  offending  pitch 
fevourably  with  another  Cyp- 
riot field.  “The  pitch  that 
Arsenal  played  on  in  Nicosia 
was  worse  than  this,"  the 


goalkeeper  said,  “and  nothing 
happened  out  there." 

He  thought  the  conditions 
in  the  Workers’  Stadium  were 
much  as  he  remembered 
them.  “It  looks  greener  than  a 
year  ago,”  he  said,  "but  it  was 
a rut  that  caused  my  injury. 
The  pitch  is  a little  better,  al- 
though it's  still  a bit  bobbly. 
But  I’ve  played  on  far  worse 
and  nobody  was  hurt” 

,rWe  expected  it  to  be  a lot 
worse  than  it  is,”  said  David 
Platt  the  England  captain. 
“It's  not  ideal  but  it  is  not  as 
bad  as  we  were  led  to 
believe." ' 

Venables,  who  flew  out 
alone  to  Beijing  to  conduct 
his  own  private  pitch  inspec- 
tion and  then  sent  his  assis- 
tant Ted  Buxton  to  keep  an 
eye  on  the  repair  work  he  had 
demanded,  yesterday  gave  the 
pitch  his  qualified  approval 
“It’s  not  ideal.”  he  said,  "but 
it's  a lot  better.  There  Is  grass 


now  in  areas  where  there  was 
none  the  first  time  I came 
over." 

The  eagerness  of  a Chinese 
team  to  put  (me  over  on  the 
inventors  of  football  may 
well  present  Venables  with 
the  greater  problems,  as  Eng- 
land strive  to  keep  a balance 
between  natural  pride  and 
prudent  self-preservation 
with  the  European  Champi- 
onship little  more  than  a fort- 
night away. 

Mark  Wright  having  proved 
that  footballers  can  injure 
themselves  anywhere,  by 
damaging  knee  ligaments 
early  in  Saturday's  game 
against  Hungary  at  Wembley. 
England  are  more  likely  to  be 
in  danger  from  Sod’s  Law 
than  sods  of  dodgy  turf. 

Because  of  the  time  differ- 
ence, Venables  could  not  con- 
firm Wright's  withdrawal 
from  Euro  96  until  yesterday 
afternoon.  The  Liverpool  de- 


fender's absence  has  surely 
queered  the  coach’s  pitch 
where  playing  three  at  the 
back  is  concerned,  although 
until  Tony  Adams  and  Steve 
Howey  can  prove  their  match 
fitness  the  situation  in  de- 
fence remains  worryingly 
open.  Yesterday  the  England 
coach  made  optimistic  noises 
about  Adams  and  Howey  but 
he  needs  more  practical  evi- 
dence before  he  can  start 
making  decisions. 

As  to  the  team  Venables 
will  put  out  against  China, 
his  choice  may  well  reflect 
any  lingering  doubts  he  has 
about  the  playing  surface. 
Paul  Gascoigne,  who  missed 
the  Hungary  game  because  he 
was  playing  for  Rangers  in 
the  Scottish  FA  Cup  finaL  is 
due  to  return  but  can  Vena- 
bles take  such  a risk  with  a 
notoriously  accident-prone 
player?  Or.  if  it  comes  to  that, 
with  Alan  Shearer,  who  has 


just  had  a hernia  operation? 

Whoever  starts  the  game, 
Venables  will  probably  make 
a liberal  use  of  substitutes, 
running  the  rule  over  some  of 
those  who  are  on  the  fringe  of 
his  final  22.  Jason  Wilcox, 
Dennis  Wise,  Les  Ferdinand 
and  Robbie  Fowler  might 
willingly  play  on  broken  glass 
if  they  felt  it  would 
strengthen  their  chances. 

Yesterday  a cooling  breeze 
offset  temperatures  in  the 
eighties  and  when  England 
face  China  tomorrow  evening 
the  principal  heat  will  be  gen- 
erated by  a crowd  of  around 
65,000.  Some  English  fans  are 
expected  but  not  in  any  great 
number. 

Those  who  do  turn  up  can 
make  as  much  noise  as  they 
like,  but  will  risk  being 
ejected  if  they  keep  standing 
up.  In  the  Workers’  Stadium 
"all-seated"  means  exactly 
that 


URISTS  have  pillo- 
ried English  football 
this  season  for  only 
providing  excite- 
ment. So  it  will  be  interesting 
to  see  tonight  If  their  pre- 
ferred idols  from  the  Conti- 
nent can  exude  the  class  of 
■96, 

The  Eternal  City  put  oh  its 
sunny  face  for  the  arrival  of 
Ajax  and  Juventus.  two  of  the 
eternally  great  names  of 
European  football.  And  Roma 
and  Lazio  fans  were  gripped 
by  .the  importance  of  the 
game,  to  a maw  ^nd  woman 
supporting  .foe  Dutch  against 
the  detested  Turin  rivals. 
“They  have  done  a lot  af.dirty 
things  to  ns,”  sneered  one 
taxidriver.: 

A better  pairing  for  the 
game  to  decide  the  best  club 
side  in  Europe  would  have 
been  Ajax  versus  Milan  — 
who  have  recovered  from  last 
season’s  hiccup  that  culmi- 
nated in  spluttering  defeat  by 
the  Dutch  in  last  year's  final 
— but  the  prospect  of  Ajax  v 
Juventus  is  still  rosy  enough 
for.  67,000  spectators  in  the 
Olympic  Stadium  ami  500  mil- 
lion television  viewers  to  be 
put  on  drooling  alert 

Ajax  offer  adaptable  play- 
ers schooled  in  one  another’s 
position^;  patient,  mobile, 
comfortable  on  the  ball,  mi- 
sers In  possession  and  sud- 
denly explosive.  Juventus 
provide  more  aggression,  yet 
less  adventure.  Should,  they 
score  first,  watch  them  shut 
up  shop  and  to  hell  with 
entertainment.  As  history 
shows,  fielding  lots  of  great 
performers  never  guaranteed 
a great  performance.  Espe- 
cially with  so  much  at  stake. 

We  are  not  talking  money 
here.  Ajax  are  already  guar- 
anteed £9  million  in  prize- 
money  and  commercial  spin- 
offs for  reaching  the  final; 
Juventus  £9.5  million. 

There  is  pride  at  stake. 
Ajax  are  about  to  bid  farewell 
to  two  stars  enticed  by  Mi- 
lan’s millions,  Davids  and 
Reizjger.  so  a second  succes- 
sive European  Cup  win  would 
prove  a point  about  what 
money  cannot  always  buy.  Ju- 
ventus would  like  to  win  the 
huge  jug-eared  trophy  prop- 
erly, having  previously  done 


so  amid  the  carnage  of  Hey- 
set  Victory,  would  also,  pro- 
vide their  own  two-fingered 
gesture  to  moneybags  Milan. 

One  factor  may  even  up 
Ajax's  quality  advantage: 
T.niiTB  van  Gaul's  purveyors  of 
total  football  , are  in  total  con- 
tusion about  who  will  play. 

The  young  striker  Patrick 
Klui vert,  scorer  of  the  winner 
in  last  year’s  final,  will  start 
on  the  bench.  Fit  again  after  a 
knee  injury,  he  has  not  played 
for  three  weeks  and  is  also 
deemed  to  be  still  recovering 
from  his  brush  with  vehicu-’ 
lar  homicide:  - 

The  winger  Overmars  has  a 
long-term  knee  injury,  the  de- 
fender Reiziger  is  suspended.  - 
and  another  key  defender, 
Frank  de  Boer,  is  hoping  to 
shake  off  an  ankle  injury. 
Two  of  those  who  would  nor- 
mally step  op  from  the  bench 
are  ineligible;  .the  defender 
Marcia  Santos  and  the  winger 
Hoekstra. 

It  leaves  the  captain,  Danny 
Blind,  worried.  “When  every- 
one is  fit  we  can  beat  Juven- 
tus..I don’t  say  its  impossible 
now,  but  when  you  put  in 
players  who  are  not  regulars 
the  quality  is  less.  You  can 
know  the  system  in  your 
mind  but  you  also  have  to  do 
it  with  your  legs." 

It  will  test  the  new  players’ 
ability  to  slot  into  Ajax’s  fluid 
Systran  as  legend  says  they 
are  brought  up  to  da  By  not 
starting  Eloivert,  Van  Gaal  is 
placing  great  faith  in  the 
replacement  Kanu.  Even  the 
coach  is  not  folly  convinced. 
“We  have  trained  very  well  to 
the  capacity  of  this  selection,” 
he  said,  “but  I don’t  know  If 
they  have  enough  to  win.” 

Of  course  Juventus,  folly  fit 
themselves,  are  not  compla- 
cent about  their  opponents’ 
misfortunes.  “It  is  not  a plea- 
sure to  know  they  have  play- 
ers missing,"  said  the  coach, 
Marcello  Lippi. 

Despite  a forward  line  — 
Vialli,  Del  Piero  and  Ravan- 
elli  — that  ought  to  instil  con- 
fidence to  the  contrary,  Lippi 
does  not  expect  many  grads 

tonight, 

Vialli  preferred  to  remain 
on  safer  ground.  When  asked 
the  same  question,  he  replied 
with  the  only  true  answer:  ‘T 
don't  know”  A fitting  watch- 
word for  any  preview  to  this 
most  Intriguing  of  games. 


Everton  and  Villa 


Ian  Ross 


IVERTON  and  Aston 
i Villa  will  be  the  main 
I rivals  to  sign  the  Leeds 
United  midfielder  Gary  Speed 
when  the  bidding  for  him 
starts  this  morning. 

The  Leeds  manager  Howard 
Wilkinson  is  prepared  to  sell 
the  Wales  international  to 
raise  money  for  team  rebuild- 
ing after  a disappointing 
season. 

However,  despite  Wilkin- 
son’s pressing  need  for  money 
and  despite  Speed’s  desire  to 
leave  a club  which  he  has 
served  with  distinction  since 
he  was  a schoolboy,  no  offer 
of  less  than  £3.75  million  is 
likely  to  be  acceptable  to  the 
Yorkshire  club. 

Everton’s  manager  Joe 
Royle  has  long  coveted 
Speed's  skills  and  has  made 
two  unsuccessful  attempts  to 
lure  him  away  from  EUAnd 
Road  in  the  past  1 2 months. 
And  Royle 's  Villa  counterpart 
Brian  Little,  another  firm  ad- 
mirer. is  keen  to  add  Speed  to 
the  squad  that  beat  Leeds  in 
last  season’s  Coca-Cola  Cup 
final. 

Ideally  Royle  would  like  to 
arrange  an  exchange  deal  for 
Speed,  but  if  Wilkinson  shows 


no  interest  in  any  of  the  play- 
ers who  will  be  permitted  to 
leave  Goodison  Park  this 
summer  then  Everton  will 
not  hesitate  to  lodge  a cash 
bid. 

Speed  is  a lifelong  Everton 
supporter  and  in  his  youth  he 
delivered  newspapers  to  the 
home  in  Wales  of  the  Mersey- 
side club’s  most  successful 
captain,  Kevin  Ratcliffe. 

If  Wilkinson  sells  Speed, 
who  has  been  unsettled  for  18 
months,  he  is  expected  to  In 
vest  about  £1.5  million  in  the 
Nottingham  Forest  goal- 
keeper Mark  Crossley.  This 
week  Wilkinson  signed  Ian 
Rush  on  a free  transfer  from 
Liverpool. 

Kenny  Jackett  has  been  ap- 
pointed first-team  manager  at 
Watford.  Graham  Taylor,  the 
club’s ' general  manager, 
recommended  the  appoint- 
ment of  Jackett,  34,  who 
shared  the  coaching  duties 
with  Luther  Blissett  last  sea- 
son when  the  dub  were  rele- 
gated to  the  Second  Division. 

Swansea  have  signed  the  6ft 
2in  Benfica  defender  Joao 
Moreira  fbr  an  undisclosed 
five-figure  fee.  They  have  also 
appointed  their  former  player 
Alan  Curtis  as  first-team 
coach  in  succession  to  Jimmy 
Rimmer. 


TeamtalW 


For  the  latest  Transfer  News 

Call  0891  33  77+ 
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McAllister’s  national  remedy 


Seeing  double  the 
Juventus  way 


Patrick  Glenn  on  the  Scotland  captain 
relieved  to  be  away  from  Leeds’  uncertainty 


G 


ARY  MCALLISTER’S 
spring  of  discontent 
is  unlikely  to  be 
made  glorious  sum- 
mer by  any  sun  of  York.  In- 
stead he  hopes  that  his  cur- 
rent discomfort  at  Eiland 
Road  will  be  eased  during  a 
few  June  days  in  Warwick- 
shire and  London. 

The  Leeds  United  and  Scot- 
land captain,  who  flew  to  New 
England  yesterday  with  Craig 
Brown's  Euro  96  squad,  is  so 
unsettled  at  the  Yorkshire 
club  that  he  admits  to  an  un- 
certain future. 

‘Tve  been  on  a downer 
since  the  closing  stages  of  the 
season.”  said  McAllister,  "be- 
cause Leeds  need  sorting  out, 
from  the  dressing  room  to  the 
board  room.  I’d  have  to  say 
Tm  not  settled.  And  I would 
like  to  see  the  sorting-out 
done  sooner  rather  than  later. 

“I  mean,  at  31,  a two-  or 
three-year  rebuilding  pro- 
gramme is  no  good  to  me.  I 
would  like  to  see  good  sign- 
ings made  now  so  that  the 
club  can  quickly  regain  the 
momentum  and  the  standards 
they  had  when  I signed  from 
Leicester  six  years  ago. 

“The  season  just  finished 
was  a struggle  from  the  start 


and  culminated  in  that  awful 
Coca-Cola  Cup  final  defeat  by 
Villa.  We  were  building  up  to 
that;  the  wheels  had  fallen  off 
by  then  and  you  could  see  it 
coming.” 

McAllister  regards  the  two- 
match  tour  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  European 
Championship  itself,  as  the 
best  possible  restorative. 
Even  if  there  is  widespread 
pessimism  about  Scotland’s 
prospects  in  the  matches  at 
Villa  Park  and  Wembley  in 
the  middle  week  of  next 
month,  he  expects  to  emerge 
from  the  fray  in  better  heart 

"Coming  here  to  Connecti- 
cut to  play  the  US  and  then 
down  to'Miami  for  the  Colom- 
bia game,  followed  by  Hol- 
land, England  and  Switzer- 
land in  the  championship, 
could  hardly  be  better.”  he 
said.  ’Tt  will  get  me  out  of  file 
way  of  afl  the  uncertainty  at 
Leeds. 

“And  I still  feel  that  at  in- 
ternational level  I have  to 
achieve  a bit  more  on  the 
great  occasions.  In  the  World 
Cup  in  Italy  six  years  ago  I 
was  very  much  on  the  periph- 
ery and  it  felt  like  it.  I didn't 
play  in  any  of  the  games.  In 
the  1992  European  Champion- 


ship in  Sweden  I played  In  all 
three  but  still  felt  slightly  on 
the  edge  of  things. 

“Now  I want  to  show  what  a 
man  who  has  played  600 
matches  in  major  league  foot- 
ball and  captains  his  country 
can  do.  That  will  put  a pres- 
sure of  sorts  on  me.  but  I’m 
ready  for  that.  Looking  for- 
ward to  it  in  fact” 

McAllister's  inner  turmoil 
is  hardly  an  encouraging  por- 
tent for  Scotland  fans  looking 
for  reasons  to  be  optimistic 
about  next  month's  engage- 
ments. But  he  is  convinced 
that  the  Scots’  preparation  for 
the  European  show  is  prefera- 
ble to  England's  long  haul  to 
the  Far  East. 


McAllister . . . club  bines 


“I  must  say  I wouldn't  be 
happy  if  I was  an  England 
player  going  to  China,"  he 
said.  "I  was  one  of  several 
senior  pros  in  our  squad  who 
said  to  Craig  that  we  should 
come  back  to  America.  We 
did  it  before  Sweden  and  it 
was  wonderful  relaxation. 
There  are  exceptional  facili- 
ties for  us  here  and  we  will 
have  two  very  good  prep 
matches  with  some  sun  on 
our  backs. 

“Nobody  could  describe  the 
US  now  as  a walk-over.  Look- 
ing at  them  individually,  they 
are  so  strong  physically  that 
they  are  similar  to  England. 
The  Colombians  will  be  like 
the  Dutch:  a short-passing 
game  with  lots  of  movement 
Hie  trouble  is.  when  anybody 
hears  the  word  Miami  they 
think  it's  holiday  time.  But 
there's  a team  to  be  shaped 
and  confidence  to  be  built 
after  a poor  performance  in 
our  last  match  in  Denmark. 

"Of  course  the  results  in 
America  will  be  important 
There's  always  a critical  eye 
on  you;  you  have  to  accept 
that  every  time  you  play  it 
goes  hand-in-hand  with  inter- 
national status. 

“The  Americans  will  see  us 
as  a scalp.  They're  starting  to 
get  big  results  at  this  level 
and  I think  it's  only  a matter 
of  time  before  they  win  a 
major  championship.” 


Mark  Redding  on 

London’s  answer  to 
SerieA’s  finest 


J UVENTUS’s  captain,  is 
on  the  dole:  He  lives 
with  his  mum  In  a 
council  flat  and  cannot  af- 
ford to  ran  a car.  His  name 
Is  Nicky  Brooks  and  he  will 
be  18  next  autumn. 

Shurely  shame  mishtake. 
you  may  think.  But  no. 
Brooks  Is  captain  of  the 
other  Juventus,  mainstays 
of  the  North  London  Sunday 
League  Second  Division, 
founded  In  1954  and,  accord- 
ing to  the  club,  sole  users  of 
the  name  in  Britain. 

Not  for  this  Javentns 
wrangles  over  the  £427,000 
rent  demanded  yearly  by 
the  Delle  Alpi  stadium  in 
Turin.  Nor  the  uncertainty 
over  whether  their  leading 
scorer  (Roy  Morapfta  of 
Rain  ham,  Essex)  is  about  to 
Join  Chelsea  or  Rangers  for 
£1.5  million  — the  salary 
being  dangled  in  front  of 
Gianlnca  Vialli,  top  scorer 
of  the  Serie  A runners-up. 

More  like  how  to  squeeze 
a share  of  the  £32-a-game 
fee  out  of  the  players  to  pay 
for  a pitch  on  Hackney 
Marshes.  Or  whether 
young  Morapita  can  fit  in 
his  team  duties  with  work- 
ing part-time  at  Tesco’s. 

So  where  Marcello  Lippi 


could  sit  down  with  his 
double-winning  side  of  Last 
year  and.tell  them,  “Any  of 
us  who  loses  the  will  to 
work  and  win  is  in  trou- 
ble,” John  Jordan,  man- 
ager of  the  near  double- 
winning side  in  London, 
must  bewail:  “If  only  I 
could  give  them  a kick  up 
the  backside  and  get  them 
to  train  we  would  win  a lot 
more." 

Perhaps  Jordan  could 
never  get  them  to  match 
Juve’s  record  23  league 
titles  or  the  Italian  dub's 
tilt  at  a second  European 
Cup  against  Ajax  tonight. 
But  they  might  be  able  to 
improve  on  this  by-no- 
means undistinguished  sea- 
son, when  they  finished 
second  to  ensure  promotion 
to  the  First  Division  for  the 
first  time  and  also  reached 
the  cup  final. 

The  promise  of  a luxury 
flat  might  help  with  moti- 
vation. Certainly  the  use  of 
a Ferrari  or  Alfa  Romeo,  as 
routinely  provided  by 
Juve’s  backer  Fiat,  would 
not  go  amiss. 

But  the  London  team  

avid  followers  of  their  Ital- 
ian counterparts  — are  not 
Without  blandish wwm+fl  Of 
their  own  when  it  comes  to 
luring  top-class  players. 

“If  Vialli  wants  to  come 
and  play  for  us  we  are  pre- 
pared to  offer  him  free 
entry  into  the  pool  competi- 
tion,” Jordan  pledged. 


Four  charged  over  Euro  96  tickets  ^ort  in  bri«f 


FOUR  people  have  been 
charged  with  offences 
relating  to  the  allocation 
of  tickets  for  next  mouth's 
European  Championship, 
writes  Mark  Redding. 

The  three  men  and  one 
woman  will  appear  before 
London  magistrates  on 
June  10  charged  ou  three 
counts  of  offering  for  sale  “as 
unauthorised  persons"-  tick- 
ets to  Euro  96. 

The  charges  come  in  the 
wake  of  arrests  made  on 
April  30  when  12  agencies  and 
other  businesses  were  raided 
by  police  investigating  the  al- 
leged sale  of  unauthorised 
tickets. 

Chelsea  and  Rangers  must 
wait  until  Friday  to  find  out 
whether  they  have  succeeded 
In  signing  the  shaven-headed 
Juventus  striker  Gianluca 


Vialli.  The  agent  for  the  Juve 
captain  has  promised  “stun- 
ning news”  when  Vialli 
finally  announces  the  name  of 
the  club  where  he  will  see  out 
his  career. 

Parma,  and  Vlalli’s  previ- 
ous side  Sampdoria  — who 
made  him  briefly  the  world’s 
most  expensive  player  when 
they  sold  him  for  £12.5  million 
in  1992  — are  also  in  the  run- 
ning for  the  31 -year-old’s 
signature. 

Bordeaux's  place  in  the  sun 
has  clouded  over  with  the  pre- 
dictable break-up  of  the  side 
beaten  In  the  Uefa  Cup  final 
by  Bayern  Munich.  Their 
Euro  96  trio  Zinedine  Zidane. 
Christophe  Dugarry  and  Bix- 
ente  Lizarazu  have  all  de- 
cided they  want  to  leave. 

“We  made  them  interesting 
offers  but  we  could  not  match 


their  demands."  Bordeaux's 
president  Alain  Afflelou  said. 
“We  wanted  to  keep  them  but 
they  didn't  want  to  stay.”  The 
coveted  playmoker  Zidane  is 
negotiating  with  Juventus. 
and  Dugarry  is  also  being 
pursued  by  the  European  Cup 
finalists  along  with  Arsenal. 
Blackburn.  Napoli  and 
Intemazionale. 

The  Euro  96  organisers 
have  dismissed  reports  that 
they  snubbed  the  World  Cup- 
winning Sir  Alf  Ramsey.  The 
former  England  manager, 
now  aged  76,  will  spend  the 
duration  of  the  championship 
at  his  daughter's  home  In  the 
United  States  after  claiming 
he  was  not  invited  to  the 
tournament. 

Yesterday  Euro  96’s  media- 
relutions  manager  Alec  McGi-. 
ven  responded  by  saying:  “Sir 


Alf  Ramsey  has  been  invited 
to  both  the  opening  match  — 
England  v Switzerland  — and 
all  other  at  Wembley 

as  a VIP  guest  of  the  Football 
Association.” 

A later  England  manager, 
Bobby  Robson,  was  greeted 
by  a crowd  of  supporters  at 
Barcelona  airport  when  he  ar- 
rived to  sign  the  £2  million 
two-year  deal  he  described  as 
"too  good  to  refuse”. 

Robson  will  stay  in  Spain 
for  two  weeks  while  he  pon- 
ders the  restructuring  of  what 
has  for  the  past  two  seasons 
been  a lacklustre  side.  “There 
will  be  reinforcements,”  he 
promised.  Barca,  who  have  al- 
ready signed  Laurent  Blanc 
from  Auxerre.  are  to  dispense 
with  Romania's  Gheorghe 
Hagl  and  Croatia’s  Robert 
Prosinecki. 


Tennis 

Pete  Sampras  lost  to  Bofrdan 
ULihrach  on  his  return  to 
competition  In  Dtisaeldorf 
yesterday.  The  world  No.  I, 
playing  for  the  first  time 
since  the  death  of  his  coach 
Tim  GuIUckson,  was  beaten 
7-6.  2-6,  6-3,  giving  the  Czech 
Republic  an  unassailable  2-0 
lead  over  the  United  States  in 
the  ATP  World  Team  Cup. 

Gabriels  SabatLni.  who 
a stomach-muscle  problem, 
has  withdrawn  from  next 
week's  French  Open,  allowing 
the  15-year-old  Martina  Hin- 
gis to  take  the  last  seeded 
spot 

Badminton 

England  completed  their  dis- 
appointing Thomas  Cup  cam- 
paign in  Hong  Kong  yester- 
day by  losing  5-0  to  Indo- 
nesia.' Colin  Haughton  looked 


their  most  likely  scorer  when 
he  took  the  first  gpme  nff 
Andy  Wlranata,  but  he  went 
down  12-15,  15-3,  16-6. 

Indonesia  finished  top  of 
Group  A to  earn  a match  with 
South  Korea  in  Friday’s  semi- 
finals. Denmark,  who  beat 
Malaysia  4-1  to  finish  top  of 
Group  B,  will  play  China. 

Ice  Hockey 

Mario  Lemieux  took  most  of 
the  second  period  off  to  be 
sick,  then  returned  to  set  up 
Jarornn-  Jagr  for  a goal  and 
score  himself  as  the  Pitts- 
pureh  Penguins  beat  the  Flor- 
wa  Marlins  3-2  to  level  their 
Eastern  Conference  play-off 
anal  at  one  game  each. 

Golf 

2“  Dermott  looked  in  good 
j£S5®  foL  her  Curtis  Cup 
Si?1  J!6*1  -m,onth  when  she 
bwt  the  eight-times  cW 
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Gawd  Davies  at  The  Oxfordshire  sees  the  Scot  enjoy  his  biggest  pay-day  by  winning  two  1 8-hole  matches  in  the  world  championship 

Torrance  bankrolls  his  own 


T THE  age  of  42  years 

iVn  and  nine  months 
Sam  Torrance  yester- 
won  the  largest 
cheque  of  his  life,  with  the 
prospect  of  much  more  to 
come.  He  won  the  European 
regional  final  of  the  Andersen 
Consulting  World  Champion- 
ship at  The  Oxfordshire  club, 
near  Thame,  and  in  the  mo- 
ment that  he  beat  Colin  Mont- 
gomerie on  the  l?th  green  he 
became  £200.000  richer. 

He  now  goes  forward  to  the 
world  finals,  on  January  4-5 
in  Scottsdale,  Arizona,  where 
he  will  attempt  to  emulate 
Barry  Lane,  who  won  the  first 
edition  of  this  event  and  the 
$1  million  first  prize. 

Torrance  bounced  in  after 
his  win,  beaming  and  smok- 
ing one  of  his  roll-your-own 
cigarettes,  and  said:  "Who 
wants  a drink?"  He  could 
hardly  contain  his  delight  at 
having  played  three  matches 
against  good  friends  in  an  al- 
most deserted  piece  or  Oxford- 
shire countryside  and  being 
rewarded  with  a sum  £90.000 
larger  than  he  had  earned 
during  a career  now  in  its 
26th  season. 

"It  was  a great  match,"  he 
said,  emphasising  the  word 
match.  "It’s  not  about  being 
six  or  seven  under.  It's  about 
beating  your  opponent,  and 
that’s  what  I did.*'  Indeed,  he 
would  have  been  only  one 
under  had  he  holed  the  5ft 
putt  that  Montgomerie  con- 
ceded on  the  nth  green,  far 
from  the  figures  both  players 
recorded  in  the  morning 
rounds  when  Totrance  was 
sly  under  in  beating  Miguel 
Angel  Jimenez  6 and  4 and 
Montgomerie  the  same  after 
defeating  Bernhard  Longer 
4 and  3. 

Torrance  will  now  play 
Scott  Hoch,  winner  of  the 
American  regional  final,  Hi- 
sayuki  Sasaki,  the  Japanese 
qualifier,  awaits  the  results  of 
the  Rest  of  the  World  elimina- 
tor. to  be  played  in  Wisconsin 
on  July  29-30;  this  section 
looks  the  strongest  contain- 
ing Ernie  Els.  Nick  Price. 
Vijay  Singh,  Steve  Elkington 
and  Greg  Norman. 

This  event  got  off  to  a bad 
start  last  year  when  it  sched- 
uled the  finals  for  December 
30-31.  That  automatically 
meant  the  game's  biggest 
stars  would  not  be  there,  for  if 
there  is  one  certain  time  they 
Will  .be  with  their  families  it 
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Cricket 

Tour  match:  Northamptonshire  v Indians 

Loye  makes 
capital  out  of 
low  tourist  rate 


Hike  Safvey  at  Luton 


THE  Indian  team  came 
to  the  leafy  suburbs 
yesterday  seeking  a bit 
of  vocal  support  and  a 
last  workout  before  the 
summer's  business  begins  in 
earnest  at  The  Oval  tomorrow 
in  the  first  one-day 
international. 

As  at  Lord's  on  Sunday, 
however,  their  preparations 
were  thwarted;  not  by  the 
weather  this  Ume.  despite  a 
blustery  shower  15  overs  into 
the  second  innings  which 
reduced  the  match  by  eight 
overs,  but  by  a confident 
Northamptonshire  who  bat- 
ted themselves  out  of  early- 
trouble  to  win  comfortably  on 
faster  scoring  rate. 

With  a revised  target  of  192 
from  42  overs  it  was  a slick 
effort  by  the  county,  based  on 
a fourth-wicket  stand  of  93  in 
24  overs  between  Rob  Bailey 
and  Mai  Loye  after  the  wick- 
ets of  David  Capel.  Richard 
Montgomerie  and  Tim  Wal- 
ton had  fallen  inside  10  overs 
to  Venkatesh  Prasad  and 
Paras  Mhambrey.  two  who 
may  join  Srinath  tomorrow  to 
form  a pace  trio. 

Bailey'  appeared  unlucky  to 
be  run  out  for  41  but  Loye 
went  on  to  hit  nine  vigorous 
fours  in  making  83  from  95 
balls,  his  highest  score  in  any 
competition  this  season,  be- 
fore he  hit  Anil  Rumble,  a 
team-mate  last  season,  to  mid- 
wicket  By  that  time,  how- 
ever, only  13  runs  were 
needed  from  16  deliveries, 
and  there  were  seven  balls 
and  five  wickets  in  hand 
when  Kevin  Curran  pulled 
Sachin  Tendulkar  for  the  win- 
ning runs. 

Wardown  Park  provided 
the  sort  of  conditions  the  In- 
dian batsmen  are  likely  to 
meet  tomorrow.  This  is  the 
notorious  strip  that  saw  80 
wickets  fall  on  the  opening 
day  of  Northamptonshire's 
championship  match  against 
Essex  last  year.  Although  die 
ball  yesterday  did  not  per- 
form aerobatics  as  it  did  then, 
the  surface  was  certainly  live- 
lier than  business  in  the  Al- 
lan Lamb  Memorial  Merchan- 
dising Unit  — die  description 
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At  a stroke . . . Sam  Torrance  plays  to  the  4th  on  his  way  to  victory  in  the  world  championship  European  zone  and  £200,000  photograph:  tom  jenkjns 


is  Christmas  and  the  New 
Year.  But  that  has  been  put 
right  and,  attracted  by  the 
game's  largest  purse. 
$3.65  million  (£2.4  million),  17 
of  the  top  20  eligible  players 
from  die  Sony  rankings  have 
entered. 

It  still  has  to  prove  itself  as 
an  attraction,  and  atten- 
dances here  have  been 
sparse;  a few  thousand  free 
tickets  to  local  clubs  might 
have  worked  wonders  for  the 
atmosphere.  Those  who  did 
attend  saw,  particularly  in 


the  morning,  9ome  excellent 
golf;  and  the  final  was  always 
tense.  Torrance  and  Montgo- 
merie were  playing  18  holes 
for  £100.000,  which  even  at 
their  level  is  not  a regular 
occurrence. 

These  past  two  days  Tor- ! 
ranee  has  been  prone  to  out- 
bursts of  excellence.  Against 
Mark  James  on  Monday  he 
had  seven  birdies  in  nine 
holes,  with  six  more  against 
Jimenez.  Then  yesterday 
afternoon  be  went  eagle, 
birdie;  birdie  from  the  7th. 


Montgomerie  went  birdie, 
par,  par,  which  gave  Tor- 
rance an  edge  he  was  not  to 
lose,  though  he  did  try. 

A drive  into  a bunker  at  the 
10th  was  followed  by  a watery 
second,  and  at  the  long  11th  a 
simple  four-iron  second  was 
badly  pushed  into  the  same 
lake.  It  looked  as  if  three 
down  was  about  to  become 
one  down  for  Montgomerie, 
until  Torrance  hit  a wonder- ' 
ful  pitch  to  save  both  his  par  , 
and  the  hole.  That  was  a , 
magnificent  up  and  down,”  i 


Basketball 


9 doublet*  Top  Welsh  clubs  warned  import 


said  Torrance  without  im- 
modesty. and  Montgomerie 
agreed  that  it  was  “the  all- 
important  hole". 

Both  men  drove  into  sand 
at  the  next  but  Torrance 
holed  from  10  ftat  to  restore 
his  three-hole  margin.  Even- 
tually he  was  three  up  and 
three  to  play  and.  though 
Montgomerie  has  been  in  a 
worse  situation  — he  was 
dormy  four  down  to  Mark 
Calcavecchia  in  the  Ryder 
Cup  at  Kiawah  and  halved  — 
there  was  to  be  no  mirac- 


Rugby  League 


uious  recovery  this  time. 

He  did  win  the  16th  but  he 
hit  a poor  drive  at  the  17th,  off 
which  he  did  well  to  clear  the 
lake  let  alone  get  close  to  the 
green;  and  when  be  missed 
his  birdie  putt  from  10  feet  he 
shook  hands. 

It  was  a financially  famous 
victory  for  Torrance  but  the 
man  who  came  second  in  last 
year's  Volvo  Order  of  Merit,  to 
Montgomerie,  confessed  that 
he  would  trade  this  win  for 
that  title,  one  that  has  eluded 
him  through  all  the  years. 


the  public  address  announcer 
gave  to  a display  of  testimo- 
nial clobber  in  the  back  of  an 
estate  car. 

Once  more  the  Indians 
relied  on  a major  contribu- 
tion from  Tendulkar,  who,  as 
is  customary  in  one-day 
games,  opened  the  batting 
and  made  a cultured  88  from 
108  deliveries  before  he  was 
run  out  from  midwicket  while 
answering  Sanjay  Manjre- 
kar's  call  for  a quick  single. 
With  the  exception  of  Manjre- 
kar,  who  made  37.  and  Mo- 
hammad Azharuddln,  26.  the 
batting  looked  pedestrian  in 
the  face  of  some  sparky 
Northamptonshire  seam 
bowling  which  was  particu- 
larly restrictive  at  the  start  of 
the  innings. 

Azharuddin's  innings 
ended  when  he  edged  the  me- 
dium-pacer Tony  Penberthy 
to  Russell  Warren  behind  the 
stumps.  It  was  the  last  contri- 
bution of  the  day  from  the  In- 
dia captain,  who  had  been 
struck  several  times  on  the 
right  hand  by  Penberthy.  A 
fracture  is  not  suspected  — 
no  X-ray  was  sought  — but 
the  treatment  left  his  right 
knuckle  scraped  and  sore  and 
a further  examination  is 
planned  this  morning. 

INDIA  MS 

V Ra there  c Warren  b MaJ  lender 4 

S R Tendulkar  run  out  . BA 

N S Sxffiu  c E in  bur  try  o Curran H 

■M  Azharuddln  c Warren  b Penberthy  28 

S V Manlrekv  c Ballsy  b Taylor 37 

A D Jodeja  b Walton  b Taylor  io 

IN  8 Monffia  no)  out  6 

S Joshl  b Penberthy IS 

A Kumbta  c Warren  b Penberthy S 

P Mhambrey  b Penberthy  .......  ...  _ o 

Vcntakesh  Prasad  not  out  . 1 

Extras  (lb5  wIDJ 13 

Total  (tor  9.  SO  overs)  ..  22 B 

Fall  of  widketae  16.  6B.  119.  174.  202.  20a. 
225.  227,  227. 

BowHbqi  Taylor  10-3-30-2:  Mai  lender 
10-2-36-1.  Curran  lO-t-as-i;  Capet 
7-0-41-0.  Emburey  4-0-27-0:  Penberthy 
9-0-42-4. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE 

O J Capet  b Mhambrey 3 

R R Montgomerie  c Joehi 

b Vmtakaah  Prasad »2 

T C wahon  c Manlrekar  b Mhambrey  a 

M B Loye  c Joshl  b Kumbte  82 

*R  J Bailey  run  out at 

K M Curran  not  out 28 

■ffl  J Warren  not  out 10 

Extras  (Ib6.  w2.  nb4| 12 

Total  (lor  5.  40.4  overs) 109 

M ol  wickets:  4,  30.  41.  134.  179. 

DM  net  bad:  A L PenberSiy,  J E Emburey. 
N A Mailandar.  J P Taylor. 

Don  Dun-  Vemakash  Prasad  10-1-37-1; 
Mhambrey  95-6-39-2:  Joshl  6-0-29-0: 
Kumble  9-0-46-1;  Tendulkar  5.6-0-30-0. 
Umpires,  b Leodbeaiar  and  M K Reed. 
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David  Plummer 

THE  12  First  Division 
clubs  in  Wales  have 
been  warned  by  their 
union  that  if  they  launch  a 
breakaway  they  face  being 
left  isolated  by  their  English 
counterparts. 

The  Welsh  Rugby  Union 
chairman  Vernon  Pugh,  in  a 
circular  to  all  220  member 
clubs  this  week,  says  he  be- 
lieves the  Rugby  Football 
Union  and  its  leading  dubs 
will  soon  settle  their 
differences. 

“Unless  we  are  very  much 
mistaken,  the  probability  is 
that  the  RFU  will  seek  to  beep 
its  clubs  by  offering  them 
very  significant  sums  of 
money,”  he  said. 

“Where  will  that  money 
come  from?  What  solidarity 
will  then  remain  between  the 
various  unions’  clubs  as 
Wales  seeks  to  ensure  that  it 
secures  a fair  and  proper 
share  of  the  broadcasting  rev- 
enue for  the  champions  and 
the  Anglo-Welsh  League?  The 
need  for  total  solidarity 


Results 


Tennis 

ST  POELTEK  OftAKD  PRDC  (Austria): 
Hratrawk  6PHMuOdl  HU  W C Trtro- 
ITKH  (Alii)  6-4.  1-6. 6-1:  K Carisuo  (Oefll  W 
D Nestor  (Can)  6-4. 6-3;  * dnmM  (Cz)  bt 
G Persz-Roldan  (Aro)  6-4.  6-2:  A Owo- 
dewd  (N)  bl  B Bah  runs  (US)  6-4.  6-4;  S 
Hatomto  (Japan)  bl  S Draper  (Aus)  6-2. 

7- 5.  II  Raa  (Cnila}  OS  T Johansson  (Swo) 

8- 4.  7-6;  T Muatar  (Anq  W N AI-KhulHy 
(Qatar)  6-0.  6-1;  M mnpfaii  (Uni)  bl  F 


*3 

j.  “J: 


within  Wales  has  never  been 
greater." 

Pugh,  who  is  also  chairman 
of  the  International  Board, 
told  the  clubs  that  if  England 
were  not  in  the  Five  Nations 
next  season  it  would  not  be 
because  they  had  been  ex- 
pelled but  because  they  had 
decided  to  go  of  their  own 
volition. 

"It  when  the  Five  Nations 
committee  has  invited  the 
tenders  from  broadcasters, 
the  RFU  are  not  prepared  to 
participate  with  the  other 
unions  they  will  be  choosing 
to  leave  the  championship.  It 
cannot  be  run  on  terms  dic- 
tated by  any  one  union. 

“It  Is  hoped  that  good  sense 
and  fairness  will  eventually 
prevail  and  that  the  champi- 
onship can  continue  as  be- 
fore. The  decision  on  that 
now  rests  with  the  RFU,  and 
the  Celtic  countries  will  not 
tolerate  being  treated  as 
second-class  citizens." 

England  were  surprised  at 
the  decision  of  the  other  three 
to  force  a showdown  next 
month,  given  that  the  current 
contract  with  the  BBC  has  a 


Fotwrlefn  (D«n)  6-2.  7-6:  Y B AyMoal 
(Mor)  tt  A fcerasatogu!  <&P)  7-8.  6-3;  M 
rwilrr-  (Oar)  bl  H Drvakmann  (Oar- 
many)  6-3.  3-B,  0-0;  B Bto*  (ZJm)  M W 
Schranz  (Am)  7-6.  6-1;  a Utora  fS*a)bl 
K Kucora  (SIO)  6-3.  6-4;  Q RmmUI  (OB) 
U Q SchaHar  (Aufl  7-5.  6-3:  F Ctavat  (Sp) 

bl  M Char  pent)  or  (Arp)  3-6.  6-3.  6-1:  * 
Lcto  fSp)  bt  □ WbeaSm  (US)  6-».  7-5. 
WOMEN'S  SPANISH  OPENi  FIrai 
roumb  B Sotatt  (Aui)  bt  A Fiazior  (US) 
6-7.  6-3,  6-4;  N to nmatto  (Japan)  W J 
Knrgor  tBA)  0-6.  1-0  wJtr.  M A toM 
. (Sp)  bl  A Suplyaiiia  (Japan)  6-2,  7-5?  P 
Latot  (Arp)  W N Sarra  (Sp)  B-1.  6-1;  I 
tom  (Rom)  bl  W Protxu  (Gar)  6-1. 6-2: 
LMoMarmii  (Cz)  bt  J HMarD-OacuglS 
(Fr)  7-6.  6-3;  L toymond  (US)  MV  Rmm 
Sp)  6-4,  6-3;  RBaUuM  (CD  bl  S AppM- 
mam  (Bafl  6-a.  7-6,  A cmw  (SA)  m k 
Nowak  (Pol)  6-0.  a-i:  ■ Itobwa  (A») 
M R Oranda  (It)  6-2.  6-7.  6-0;  J Novoto*  i 
(Cz)  bl  P Sdfmydar  (Swte)  7-6.  6-4;  B , 
I.IhNIi  MkCwlln  (NMh)  bt  M Orwnans  , 
(Noth)  6-4.  7-5. 

Golf 

WORLD  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Thama)-  I 

gT| am  toml  IMH«1  % Tor- 

lanoa  (GB)  M M Jlmamw  (Sp)  6M;  C 
Mo. Jga— Ha  ISdol)  M B Lanpor  (Gar) 
Ms.  HtoTwiaw  btMoniaomsria  361. 
WRLSH  WOMEN'S  CHAMPIOHSHIP 
(Tanby)  FMah  L OanaoM  (Royal  LUrtf- 
poc4)  bt  V TiKNima  (PminarO)  443. 


season  to  run.  If  England  are 
removed  from  the  champion- 
I ship,  the  other  four  countries 
will  play  one  another  on  a 
home-and-away  basis;  France 
have  been  given  permission 
to  play  England  in  a one-off 
match. 

England  would  be  hit 
through  a loss  of  gate  income 
and  would  be  unable  to  nego- 
tiate a television  deal  If  they 
arranged  fixtures  with  the  top 
southern  hemisphere 
countries  while  the  BBC  con- 
tract was  stni  running. 

• Swansea  have  signed  the 
Newport  wing  Richard  Rees 
and  the  former  Llanelli  and 
Wales  back  Luc  Evans  to 
follow  last  week's  capture  of 
the  fly-half  Arwel  Thomas 
from  Bristol  Their  former 
scrum-half  Robbie  Jones  may 
rejoin  them  from  Bridgend, 
but  their  former  youth  cap 
Daniel  Hawkins  looks  set  to 
leave. 

• The  Leicester  scrum-half 
Aadel  Eardooni  has  pledged 
his  future  to  the  club  by  sign- 
ing a three-year  contract  after 
turning  down  a move  to  an 
unnamed  London  team.  i 


230-7  (K  J bunas  71.  Retorts  55no).  BoA- 
don:  Durban)  411-7  dec  (J  Wood  103no,  D 
Q C LifK*1wood  90.  D A Blenkiroo  7a  M J 
Foster  57)  and  6-a  Bumox  295  (M  Hamm 
84.  R Halsoll  76).  OMtfim  Lancs  285  (R  J 
Grtofi  63).  Lolca  22S  (V  P Clarto  « Ystaa 

6- 06)  and  51  (Austin  b-1 5).  Lancs  won  by 
an  I no  Inos  and  rtfne  runs.  Osmfc  Surrey 
372-6  doc  (I  J Ward  I64ne.  B C HoMoaka 
100.  P.Staisa  5!)  and  S2-1.  Nous  29M  doc 
(L  N Walker  127ro.  14  Nemll  51;  De  la 
Pena  b-92).  anmtow town  Qtamorsan 
112  (Udu  5-15)  and  225  (J  H A WUDsrn  81. 
A J Dotted  57.  R V Abnond  b4ix>;  Udal 
4-73).  Ham  pa  186  (M  J Thurefieht  50. 
Davies  4-41)  and  7S-1.  WoroutMi 
Gtoucs  201  (N  J Tralnor  104;  Rawnsley 

7- M).  Wore*  188-1  (V  S Solanld  11&k>.  M 
»wan40nc^ 

Hockey 

WOMBII'l  IWTOttiATTOMAi.  (UHeotofi): 
Great  Britain  1.  Argsndna  2. 


quotas 
in  limbo 


Wales  in  Super 
League  appeal 


Robert  Piyce 


THE  Budweiser  League 
is  In  danger  of  embar- 
rassing defeat  in  its  at- 
tempt to  raise  the  number 
of  foreign  players  its  dubs 
are  allowed  to  employ.  A 
•meeting  with  the  Depart- 
ment for  Education  and 
Employment  next  Wednes- 
day conld  result  In  a 
bloody-nosed  rejection. 

The  Bud  League,  reacting 
to  the  Bosnian  judgment  by 
replacing  one  untenable 
rule  with  another,  has 
raised  the  limit  of  foreign 
players  Gram  two  to  five  per 
dub.  This  would  open  the 
gates  to  a flood  of  cheap 
I Americans  and  Europeans 
next  season  were  it  not  for 
the  fact  that  the  Basketball 
Players  Association  and  the 
English  Basketball  Associa- 
tion are  united  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  move. 

“I  don't  see  how  it’s  going 
to  help  the  game,**  says 
Steve  Bucknall,  the  London 
Towers  and  England  guard 
and  a member  of  the  BPA 
executive.  “It’s  Just  going 
to  be  a foreigners'  game,  an 
Americans’  game.  To  me 
it's  going  to  be  a circus.” 

The  department  may  not 
approve  either.  Its  overseas- 
labour  service  must  consult 
“with  the  industry”  — 
meaning  the  EBBA  and  the 
BPA.  as  well  as  the  Bud 
League  — in  setting  stan- 
dards for  granting  work 
permits.  It  also  requires,  a 
spokeswoman  said,  criteria 
“that  would  not  displace 
[European  Union]  labour”. 

“Our  view  is  that  there 
should  be  no  increase,” 
says  the  EBBA  chairman 
Peter  Knowles.  “We  have  a 
good  relationship  with  the  1 
department  and  we  hope  i 
our  view  will  prevail."  i 
Some  Bud  League  clubs  1 
will  be  embarrassed  if  it 1 
does.  The  Chester  Jets,  for  | 
example,  have  agreed ' 
terms  with  five  Americans.  | 
The  new  rule  would  leave 
clubs  at  odds  with  Euro- 
pean competition  rules, 
which  limit  teams  from  EU 
countries  to  two  non-EU  cit- 
izens. But  it  appears  that 
the  London  Towers  will  be 
the  only  Bud  League  club  to 
enter  European  competi- 
tion next  season. 


Ice  Hockey 


Basketball 


MBA:  Wtotam  CbbNmsd*  pto*" 
ftato.  BMttte  91..  Uteh  87  (Seattle  lead 
sari  »s  2-0). 

Baseball 

ambhkam  U»  Boston  16.  Oakland  4; 
Baltimore  13.  CaWomla  1;  Mllwwjtuw  3. 
Minnesota  J£  Kansas  C 6.  Toronto  4. 
NATIONAL  LOA  Florida  5,  Ctochinal)  3, 
Atlanta  IB.  Chicago  t;  St  Louis  S.  Houston 
1 Colorado  10,  PfljsijurBfi  7i  San  Frt«»- 
ctsco  9.  Montreal  6;  LA.  V NY  7. 

Cricket 

SMtsOHD  XI  CHAMPIONSHIP  (Day  two 
o(  three,  'today.  Abbotehotaa 

School;  Essex  300-5  dae  |A  P Grayson 
ISTAJ  E HiWwrt  SO)  and  2*-l.Dw&y* 
1 £ (Grayson  &-S.  Andrew*-*?)  and  196  (T 
A Tureots  5&  Grayson  4-24).  Essa*  won  by 
nine  urttt£..Aahlor<9i  Kani  36*-9  dec  |M  J 
Watkur  83  N R Toytor  B2.  BJ 
Brown  4-61  RDBerIP  4-88)  Nortiwnta 


play-off  flnafa  ptsateirph  >■  Floods  2 
(aeries  Usd  1—1). 

Squash 

INTERNATIONAL  CHAMPIONSHIP 
(Cairo):  Qinrlsr  ItncSr-  A Bmfa  (Egypt) 
W R Eyles  (Ana)  15-4.  15-11.  15-12;  e 
water  (Eng)  U B Mariln  (Aus)  15-13, 
16-6.  tS-ltt  J Khaa  (Pakl  W S fterita  (Eng) 
15-4L  16-7.  15-&  P Maul  (Scot)  bl  M 
Cdlme  (Eng)  8-1 S.  15-11,  15-7.  15-4. 

Cycling 

MIDI  UBRS  (Franco):  Plrat  slag* 
(172AmV  1,  F Uoncassto  (Fr)  QAN  4hr 
25nHn  ISaac:  2.  A Tchmd  (Rus)  Lotto;  3.  M 
Van  Haosurijk  (Netb)  Motorota  all  bl 


Fixtures 


Cricket 

BMTAHNIC  AMU  RANCH  CHAMFKNf- 
SMP  (11. a day  one  ol  total:  Kanbann 
Sussex  w MUdiaaeir  _ 

SECOND  XI  CHAMPIONSHIP  (11.0,  final 
day  v*  torse).  Abbotaholw  Sehocto 
Derttys  v Esosx.  Mrfonk  Kent  w Noith- 
ants  Boldon  CC:  Dutlwto  v Sitesax.  Oak- 
ham; Leices  a Lancs.  tahMh  Surrey  v 
hkda.  Soidhawplani  Harnps  v Glamor- 
gan WorSHWn  Wons  v Qlouci. 


Paid  Fitzpatrick 

ENGLAND'S  appoint- 
ment of  their  youngest 
ever  captain,  20-year- 
old  Andy  Farrell,  for  the 
European  Championship  is 
an  indication  of  the  confi- 
dence with  which  they  can 
look  to  the  future. 

For  Wales  and  France,  who 
meet  at  Carcassonne  on  June 
5,  the  outlook  Is  less  certain, 
and  Wales's  coach  Clive  Grif- 
fiths yesterday  appealed  to 
the  Rugby  Football  League  to 
“fast-track"  South  Wales  into 
next  season's  Super  League. 

Such  a move,  said  Griffiths, 
would  ensure  the  continua- 
tion of  the  national  side,  who 
have  lost  some  outstanding 
talent  since  reaching  the 
semi-finals  of  the  Centenary 
World  Cup  last  year. 

Griffiths’s  plea  may  well 
receive  a positive  response. 
According  to  an  RFL  spokes- 
man, clubs  have  been  can- 
vassed and  there  appears  to 
be  widespread  support  for  a 
Super  League  side  in  South 
Wales.  The  earliest  go  ahead, 
however,  would  be  at  the  next 
council  meeting  in  July. 

Eleven  players  who  were 
available  to  Griffiths  last  Oc- 
tober are  not  now.  Injury  has 
played  a disruptive  part  but 
Davies,  Griffiths,  Hadley  and 
Ford  have  returned  to  union 
and  Quinnell  is  about  to. 

David  Young  is  also  due  to 
return  to  union  at  the  end  of 


Athletics 


the  current  Super  League  sea- 
son, although  the  national 
team  captain  refused  to  ac- 
cept yesterday  that  the  two 
European  Championship 
matches  would  definitely  be 
his  last  for  the  Wales  league 
side. 

Griffiths  believes  good  play- 
ers would  be  attracted  to  a top 
club  in  Cardiff  but  will  not 
rush  to  join  a South  Wales 
side  playing,  as  now,  in  the 
Second  Division  of  the  RFL. 

France  are  experiencing 
similar  problems,  and  two 
forwards  who  have  helped  get 
Paris  St  Germain  up  and  run- 
ning this  season,  Greg  Kacala 
and  Darren  Adams,  are  going 
back  to  rugby  union. 

Meanwhile  Farrell  was 
viewing  his  appointment  as 
England  captain  as  a possible 
stepping-stone  to  the  cap- 
taincy of  Great  Britain.  The 

Wigan  back-row  forward,  21 
next  week,  was  the  youngest 
forward  to  appear  for  Great 
Britain  when  he  played 
against  New  Zealand  in  1993. 

Hull  yesterday  denied  they 
would  challenge  the  overseas- 
quota  regulations  by  fielding 
six  foreign  players.  The  club 
have  five  non-British  players 
on  their  books  and  are 
reported  to  be  about  to  sign  a 
sixth,  Glenn  Liddiard.  from 
South  Queensland  Crashers, 
but  their  chief  executive 
Stephen  Ball  said  yesterday: 
"We  will  abide  by  the  RFL’s 
ruling  on  any  specific 
player." 


Test  to  be  played  on 
the  pitch  next  door 

1 A WARWICKSHIRE  I another  couple  of  times  be- 
1/ I/were  yesterday  fore  the  Test  [starting  June 
¥ ¥ given  the  go-ahead  61  to  make  sure  all  is  going 


I A WARWICKSHIRE 
l/l/were  yesterday 
¥ ¥ given  the  go-ahead 
to  stage  next  month's  first 
Test  with  India  on  a strip 
adjacent  to  the  usual  Edg- 
baston  wicket. 

Problems  with  uneven 
grass  growth  on  the  regular 
Test  wicket  had  prompted 
yesterday’s  visit  of  the  Test 
and  County  Cricket  Board 
pitches  consultant  Harry 
Brind. 

Dennis  Amiss,  Warwick- 
shire’s chief  executive, 
said:  “We  always  cut  two 
wickets  in  advance  of  a 
Test,  but  there  was  not 
enough  grass  growing  on 
our  first-choice  one. 

"But,  with  all  the  cold 
weather,  everyone  has  been 
having  the  same  problems 
— and  we  were  heartened 
to  hear  confirmation  of 
that  from  Harry." 

Amiss  said  that  Brind 
had  examined  the  alterna- 
tive pitch  and  was  “very 
satisfied"  with  its  more 
evenly  grassed  appearance. 

"Barry  will  come  here , 


another  couple  of  times  be- 
fore the  Test  [starting  June 
6]  to  make  sure  all  is  going 
well  — but  we  have  always 
had  good  cricket  on  this 
strip  In  previous  seasons," 
be  added. 

Lancashire  yesterday  dis- 
covered that  Jason  Gal- 
lian’s  knuckle  injury,  sus- 
tained in  the  field  at  Trent 
Bridge  on  Monday,  is  not  as 
bad  as  was  first  feared. 

Gallian,  who  returned  to 
the  crease  in  plaster  and 
played  out  the  last  four 
bails  of  Hib  match  one- 
handed  to  salvage  a draw, 
was  initially  warned  that 
he  might  be  out  of  the  game 
until  August. 

But  further  X-rays 
revealed  that  he  is  unlikely 
to  need  an  operation  and 
will  be  able  to  continue 
practice  — although  he  is 
expected  to  be  sidelined  for 
more  than  a month. 

That  means  he  will  cer- 
tainly miss  Tuesday’s  Ben- 
son and  Hedges  Cup  quar- 
ter-final with  Glou- 
cestershire at  Old  Trafford. 


Hockey 


Cardwell  gives  Atkins’s  team 
stick  for  not  getting  stuck  in 


Edwards  takes  ban  to  BOA 


Duncan  llaekay  . 

PAUL  EDWARDS  will  this 
morning  move  closer  to 
becoming  the  first  British 
athlete  to  seek  a court  injunc- 
tion to  allow  him  to  compete 
while  serving  a suspension 
for  foiling  a drug  test 
The  shot  putter,  serving  a 
four-year  ban  after  failing  two 
tests  in  August  1994.  is  to  take 
his  case  for  reinstatement  to 
the  British  Olympic  Associa- 
tion in  the  hope  of  competing 
in  the  trials  for  Atlanta  in 
Birmingham  next  month. 

His  appeal  for  reinstate- 
ment under  the  '‘exceptional 
circumstances"  rule  — he 
says  the  tests  were  marred  by 


frprhniretl  InfHngp-montc  — was 

passed  on  to  the  International 
Amateur  Athletic  Federation 
for  consideration  30  days  ago 
by  the  British  Athletic  Feder- 
ation. But  he  claims  that  by 
the  time  the  IAAF  bears  the 
case  it  will  be  too  late. 

If  this  appeal  to  the  BOA 
foils,  the  next  stop  is  likely  to 
be  foe  law  courts.  “If  there  is 
anything  called  justice  we  win 
succeed,”  said  his  solicitor. 

If  Edwards  is  allowed  to 
compete  without  the  IAAFs 
permission  it  could  throw 
British  athletics  into  crisis. 
The  world  governing  body 
could  suspend  athletes  who 
compete  against  him;  it  could 
even  ban  Britain  from  com- 
peting in  the  Olympics. 


Pat  Rowley 

csm||gB'RE  not  tough 
VV  enough"  was  the  man- 
ager Jenny  Cardwell's  scath- 
ing criticism  of  Great  Britain 
after  they  went  down  2-1  to  a 
controversial  late  goal 
against  Argentina,  in  the  first 
of  two  internationals  on 
successive  days  against  the 
World  Cup  silver  medallists 
at  LiHeshalL 

"We  frequently  had  the  ball 
and  lost  it  and  we  let  them 
drive  through  our  tackles," 
said  Cardwell.  "But  that  was 
not  the  only  reason  we  lost 
Our  attack  rarely  made  foe 
final  pass  count” 

In  fact  both  trams  seemed 
to  be  going  through  the  mo- 
tions before  they  meet  in  ear- 
nest in  Atlanta,  probably  in  a 
crucial  round-robin  match. 
Besides,  no  one  wants  to  get 
injured  now  and  Britain  can- 
not afford  any  more  casual- 
ties; Tammy  Miller,  Karen 
Brown  and  Anna  Bennett 
could  not  play  and  Britain 
had  to  call  up  replacements, 
two  of  whom,  Culliford  and 
Merrett  played  spiritedly. 


The  match  was  Britain's 
first  without  the  pressure  of 
Olympic  selection.  The  final 
piece  in  the  team  jigsaw  was 
put  in  place  when  the  players 
voted  to  restore  Jill  Atkins  as 
captain,  with  Pauline  Robert- 
son dropping  to  vice-captain. 

Britain  took  the  lead  after 
five  minutes,  the  Scots 
Robertson  and  Simpson  set- 
ting up  a goal  for  Mandy  Ni- 
cholls,  but  soon  a speculative 
British  pass  out  of  defence  led 
to  a fast  Argentinian  break 
and  foe  equaliser  by  Rimoldi. 

Britain’s  defence,  in  which 
Johnson  looked  as  if  she  had 
never  been  away,  kept  foe 
skilfiil  Argentinian  forwards 
in  check  until  a slap  tackle 
gave  away  a late  penalty  cor- 
ner. Rose  saved  Mackenzie's 
firm  strike  but  was  then  ob- 
structed and  Oneto,  offside  in 
the  goalmouth,  scored. 

ORKAT  amTARtE  H RM«  J Atkins  (capQ. 
S Fraser,  K Johnson.  J Mould,  P 
Ho  bo  noon.  M Dowtaa.  C Cook,  M NIcholN, 
R Simpson.  T Cullen.  1«4itllul«».  j 
StamHh.  l CuiMord.  c Memo. 

Anion  IN ub  V Artlca;  S Mackenzie,  S 
Corvalon,  K A l cogs.  J Casisllon.  G 
Sanchez  (capt).  A Qombero.  J nimotdl,  K 
Masons.  V Oman.  G Pando.  ■otiMHuitsi 
M Caalelll.  L Aynrnr. 

IhHnn  L Millar  (England)  and  U Crespo 
(Aiflenltnal. 
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Twickenham  calls  emergency  meeting 


to  head  off  breakaway  by  top  clubs 


Rugby 


hits  the 


panic 

button 


Robert  Armstrong 


NGLISH  rugby 
plunged  into  a fresh 
self-destructive  cri- 
sis last  night  that 
could  shortly  result 
in  the  leading  20  clubs  farm- 
ing themselves  into  an  alter- 
native union.  In  a last-ditch 
attempt  to  forestall  an  irrevo- 
cable split,  the  president  of  the 
Rugby  Football  Union.  Bill 
Bishop,  has  taken  the  rare 
step  of  calling  an  emergency 
meeting  of  the  full  63-man 
committee  for  Friday. 

Bishop,  who  acted  as  honest 
broker  at  last  week's  abortive 
talks  between  the  clubs  and 
Twickenham  in  London,  fears 
that  his  one-year  term  of 
office  may  be  remembered  ul- 
timately for  the  disintegra- 
tion of  the  union,  which  could 
take  place  before  he  steps 
down  on  July  12. 

The  top  clubs,  under  the 
chairmanship  of  Donald  Kerr 
of  Harlequins,  have  drawn  up 
plans  to  develop  their  own 
competitions  and  television 
contracts  at  home  and  in 
Europe  because  they  believe 
they  are  being  forced  out  of 
the  union. 

Two  major  obstacles  are 
preventing  a possible  settle- 
ment By  far  the  bigger  is  die 
negative  negotiating  style  of 
Cliff  Brittle,  the  chairman  of 
the  RFU  executive  committee, 
who  has  comprehensively 
failed  in  his  brief  to  bring 
some  order  to  the  union's  af- 
fairs. Brittle  has  also  dropped 
the  widely  respected  RFU  sec- 
retary Tony  Hallett  from  his 
negotiating  team,  apparently 
because  Hallett  gets  an  with 
the  clubs. 

Another  big  stumbling- 
block  has  been  the  refusal  of  j 
powerful  grass-roots  elements  i 
such  as  die  counties,  junior 
clubs  and  the  services  to  back 
the  top  clubs'  demand  for  a 
professional,  property  funded 
infrastructure  in  the  new 
open  era  ushered  in  by  die  In- 
ternational Board.  The.  tradi- 


tionalists, who  largely  support 
Brittle,  have  conducted  a 
fiercely  fought  rearguard 
action  on  the  full  committee, 
including  a whispering  cam- 
paign against  the  progressive- 
minded  HalletL 

The  English  Professional 
Rugby  Union  Clubs,  as  the 
elite  clubs  are  now  called, 
have  told  Bishop  they  have 
come  to  the  end  of  negotia- 
tions with  Brittle  and  will 
recommend  to  their  member 
clubs  a breakaway  from  the 
union  forthwith.  The  dubs 
believe  Brittle  Is  playing  a de- 
laying game  until  his  ally,  the 
president-elect  John  Richard- 
son. replaces  Bishop  in  just 
over  seven  weeks. 

Bishop  said  yesterday:  “I 
spoke  to  (he  officers  of  the 
union  and  took  the  decision 
only  last  night  to  have  a full 
meeting  on  Friday.  All  the 
members  of  the  Rugby  Union 
should  hear  all  the  facts  and 
oome  to  a decision.  If  any- 
thing did  go  badly  wrong,  I 
might  not  be  forgiven  if  I had 
not  given  people  the  opportu- 
nity to  have  their  say.” 

At  the  core  of  the  dispute, 
which  has  gone  on  for  five 
months,  is  the  structure  of 
competitive  rugby  in  England 
next  season,  together  with  the 
distribution  of  television  in- 
come and  whether  the  players 
are  contracted  to  Twicken- 
ham or  their  clubs.  On  each 
issue  the  dubs  complain  Brit- 
tle has  rejected  the  conclu- 
sions of  joint  negotiating  sub- 
committees that  include  his 
own  representatives. 

Kerr,  who  last  month 
warned  that  the  dubs  would 
boycott  the  Courage  leagues 
and  Pilkington  Cup  next  sea- 
son, will  probably  explain 
Epruc's  demands  at  Friday’s 
meeting:  He  said:  “Negotia- 
tions have  dragged  on  and  on 
and  we  feel  we  have  to  bring 
matters  to  a conclusion.  We 
need  to  know  where  we  stand, 
for  next  season.  There  Is  no? 
threat  but  we  feel  that  Cliff' 
Brittle  is  determined  to  force: 
us  to  leave  the  union.” 
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The  Best 


of  a bad  job 
onscreen 


Vincent  Hanna 


THE  fax  arrived  on  Sat- 
urday morning.  It  was 
incomprehensible.  I 
would  have  paid  more 
attention  to.it  had  it  not  been 
for  the  Reigate  Conservative 
Association.  They  were  nasty 
to  their  MP  Sir  George  Gardi- 
ner. who  threatened  a by-e  lec- 
tion. I had  to  think  politics 
instead  oTEnglandv  Hungary , 
and  I forgot  about  the  fax. 

It  was  from  Quentin.  You 
may  recall  that  be  “influ- 
ences'* events  for  large  sums 
of  money.  He  is  not  a respect- 
able person  but,  because  we 
were  altar  boys  together,  he 
sometimes  tips  me  off  by  send- 
ing me  faxes,  head  or  tail  of 
which  T cannot  make.  The 
style  is  opaque  because  Quen- 
tin thinks  everything  is 
bugged,  and  he  could  be  right 
It  read : Bet  on  Cesar  Franck 
with  a Celtic  entry,  and  add  the 
best  four.  Yes,  I know  It’s  obvi- 
ous now,  but  at  the  time  my 
mind  was  on  other  things. 

Such  as  the  radio  .. 
programme  I was  on,  about 
the  excess  of  sport  on  televi- 
sion this  summer.  There  are 
over  1,000  hours,  what  with 
Euro  96,  the  Olympics  and 
everything  else. 

I am  torn  about  it  I recog- 
nise that  for  normal  people 
there  will  be  no  respite  from 
wall-to-wall  sport  On  the 
other  hand  I will  enjoy  a 
golden  summer  of  self-indul- 
gence— inmyshed. 

Not  that  I have  much  choice 
about  this.  Foolishly  I left  BBC 
Sport’s  information  pads 
about  the  house,  and  it  fen  into 
enemy  hands.  An  hour  later 
my  wife  knocked  "Do  you,"  . 
she  inquired,  “have  a camp 
bed  in  there?"  "No,"  I said. 

She  opened  the  shed  door  and 
threw  one  in. 

Actually  the  BBC  is  as  much 
a prisoner  as  I am.  It  must  bid 
vast  sums  for  major  sporting 
events,  and  promise  extensive 
coverage,  or  it  may  lose  the 
r.hancp  ngff-timn  AirKipp  iff 
important  to  the  sports  au- 
thorities because  they  can  sell 
both  advertising  space  and 
sponsorship.  Thus  we  have 
just  seen  an  FA  Cup  final 
where  the  BBC  paid  to  adver- 
tise Littlewoods  Pools. 

None  ofthis  makes  finan- 
cial sense  and  it  wont  until 
the  multi-channel  opportuni- 
ties of  digital  television  ar- 
rive, and  the  BBC  can  compete 
with  Sky’s  dedicated  chan- 


nels. By  the  way.  Tm  told  that 
buying  and  selling  facilities 
within  the  BBC's  Internal 
market  can  make  sports  cover- 
age seem  economic.  Now, 
where  was  I?  "Heavenly 
bread!”  said  Emily  over  Sun- 
day lunch.  " Yes.  It  is  Ulster 
soda  farL”  I explained. 

“Stupid  person,”  she 
snapped,  "I  mean  Panis  Ange- 
licos, the  hymn  by  Cesar 
Franck,  that's  what  he's  on 
about  "She  waved  Quentin’s 
fax  at  me.  “We  have  to  bet  on 
someone  called  Panis  — and 
on  an  angelic  Celt " “Well, 
there  is  a grand  prix  driver 
called  Panis.”  I said,  "but  he’s 
never  won  anything.”  There 
was  a long  silence,  followed  by 
a stampede  to  the  television. 

He  couldn't  ha  ve  — could  he  ? 

Unbelievably  Olivier  Panis 
won  the  Monaco  Grand  Prix. 
There  were  20  starters  and 
three  finishers.  It  was  either 
the  most  technically  incompe- 
tent race  ever  staged,  or  it  was 
Quentin’s  masterpiece.  I 
thought  I caught  a glimpse  of 
him  on  the  balcony  of  an 
apartment  overlooking  the 
circuit,  butl  wasn't  sure. 

Now  it's  all  over  the  papers 
that  Panis  is  a fine  driver  and 
the  Ligier’s  Honda  engine  is 
formidable.  But  as  Dorothy 
Parker  said  when  Calvin  Coo- 
lidge  died:  "How  can  they 
tell?"  By  the  way,  the  angelic 
Celt  won  the  Eurovision  Song 
Contest  for  Ireland  at  5-1,  and 
I should  have  made  a fortune. 


THE  third  leg  of  the  bet 
was  to  pick  George 
Best's  all-tnne  favour- 
ite goal.  It  was  No.  4, 
against  Chelsea,  and  part  of 
BBC2' s tribute  to  our  hero  at 
50.  to  which  we  were  all  glued. 
Ifounditamixedbag,  with 
two  weR-crafted  documenta- 
ries and  that  great  5-1  defeat  of 
Benfica.  George’s  daft  Fan- 
tasy XI  demonstrated  why  he 
was  never  a manager,  and 
Parky's  artful  interview  left 
me  depressed. 

There  sat  the  finest  foot- 
baller I— oranyone  else — 
have  ever  seen,  but  who,  in 
| almost  everything  else  he  did, 
was  a prize  dickhead.  Fortu- 
nately, for  most  of  us,  George 
is  frozen  in  time,  somewhere 
about  1965.  On  Sunday  he 
looked  awful.  He  found  it  diffi- 
cult, he  said,  to  think  of  him- 
self as  an  alcoholic  now,  be- 
cause he  didn't  have  a drink 
every  day.  Maybe  it  hasn’t  all 
gone,  he  mused,  because  he 
had  a lovely  34-year-old  wom- 
an to  share  his  life. 

And  we  heard  yet  another 
rendition  of  that  story  about 
miss  world  in  a negligee. 

£25,000  in  used  notes,  a bottle 
of  Dom  Perignon.  and  a waiter 
who  asks:  “George,  where  did 
it  all  go  wrong?” 

You  know  what  the  really 
sad  part  is?  George  still 
doesn't  get  it. 
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Set  by  Logodaedalus 
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13  Bachelor,  hooligan,  dandy 
— rescued  together  (7.3) 

would  help  to  make  soup 

Ifi  I'm  angry,  revealing  where 
nee  re  grown  (2,1 .5) 

17  S^^^abeauty 


o 


AuiharaeJ  Rewllrr 


Image?  Not  good,  conceded  close-cropped 
Steve,  who  guards  the  doors  at  Manchester^ 
glitziest.  "No  longer  the  big,  bald,  fat  guy,” 
said  the  slim  twenty-something.  "You’ve  got 
to  talk  to  people,  be  polite.  Bouncing  conveys 
the  wrong  image.  We’re  not  all  bad,  you  "mow. 
We  want  people  to  have  a good  time.” 
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1^7  In  the  final  reckoning, 
when  shall  we  have  our 
cocoa?  02,3,3,2,3,3} 

5 Pitched  a musicat  work  into 
an  American  toboggan  (6) 

9 Painting  by  Turner?  Better 
seen  in  comfort  after  a 
second (8) 

10  Sulphur  stuck  to  my  ear 
inside  showing  dirty  rnuks  (6) 

1 1 ,23  A chap  lunched  free? 
Not  quite!  And  not  of  the 
highest  standard  (5 ,3,8) 

12  Being  skilful,  a doctor  takes 

nothing  with  It  (6) 

14  Theappealofadryallotment 
with  carbon  buled  in  it  (IQ) 

18  Service  comes  first  here,  so 
Unde  B.  Isn’t  to  be  dis- 
turbed (6,4) 

22  Football  match  — reminder 
to  swallow  pint  — one  (3-3) 


23  seen 

24  Softly  asks  for  the  same  drink 
in  slrnpSfied  language  (6) 

25  Drowsy  when  in  company 
with  a friend,  so  turned  in  (8) 

26  Making  an  effort  to  be 
irritating  (6) 

27  seel 

Down 


1 Where  Strasbourg  is  left  pur- 
suing a doubtful  case?  (6) 

2 Collection  raised  when  bad 
actor  is  submerged  si  river  (6) 

3 Run  away  from  Francesca 
Pellegrini  (6) 

4 Running  level  In  Texas,  thus 
breaking  unkflid  pact  (3,3,4) 

6 Weak  person  has  chance  to  , 
imprison  American  editor  (4,4) 

7 Up  about  one —riot  a 

record  of  a philosopher  (8) 

8 New  Tory  cterrsbuitt  without 

mortar  (3-5) 


female  president  (6) 

81 
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